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To obtain the Freedom’s 
Phoenix digital magazine, 
launch GoodReader and 
click “Browse the Web.”  To 
get to this option, you may 
need to expand the “Web 
Downloads” sub-window 
found on the right hand 
column of the application. 
When you click “Browse the 
web” you will be presented 
with GoodReader’s internal 
web browser, just type in www.freedomsphoenix.com in 
the address bar and hit “Go” on your iPad onscreen key-
board.
 
Once Freedom’s Phoenix has loaded, click on “Maga-
zine / Radio / TV” in the website’s navigation bar, then 
choose the option for “Online Magazine List.”   You may 
be prompted to enter your Freedom’s Phoenix username 
and password at this point. Choose the digital magazine 
you wish to download and you will be taken to a page 
with a link that says “Download Magazine File.” Once 
you click this, GoodReader will begin downloading the 
file. Once the file has finished downloading, you will be 
able to access it from the “Recent Downloads” menu in 
the  “My Documents” screen of  GoodReader.

The best software for all android devices so 
far has been the FREE software from the 
Andriod Market: ezPDF Reader
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FreedomsPhoenix Digital Magazine Viewing Tips
By Nick Barnett

iPad/iPhone Andriod Device SmartPhone Other

Make a Comment  •  Email Link 
 Send Letter to Editor  •  Save Link

(For continuous updates to enhance your digital magazine experience use links below)
Make a Comment  •  Email Link  •  Send Letter to Editor  •  Save Link

The Freedom’s Phoenix digital 
magazine has been optimized and 
tested for use on the iPad with the 
“GoodReader” application. Since 
Apple’s products do not have na-
tive support for interactive publi-
cations, you have to purchase the 
application from the iTunes digital 
download store. You can either fol-

low this link to be taken to the application purchase page 
or use your iPad’s AppStore and search for “GoodRead-
er.”
 
Once GoodReader is installed, you can optimize your 
digital magazine experience by changing a few default 
options in the application. Launch GoodReader and click 
the settings icon (it looks like a little gear in the bottom 
left of the screen).  In the “General Settings” tab, it is rec-
ommended that you set the “Asks for link action” option 
to OFF.  In the “PDF files” tab, you should ensure that 
“Horizontal swipe” is set to ON, and “Fit page to width 
(portrait)” is set to ON.

Once you have made the above 
changes, you will be able to swipe 
left and right to “flip” through the 
digital pages and the pages should 
appear as intended, just like a real 
paper magazine, but with modern 
paperless interactivity.
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A PERFECT STORM OF STUPID
By Bunker Mentality

BEES

They have been called "The Canary in the Coal 
Mine". That better not be true, for our sake. 
Others have called the problems of the bees "A 
perfect storm" of problems. Others invent new 
names for old problems and blame new myste-
rious "diseases" for the death and disappearance 
of bees. Unprecedented loss of bees is another 
headline.

What is the truth? I don't know, but here are a 
few facts and ideas. I am not Rush Limbaugh, 

I can't tell you what to think, and would not if I 
could.

MONEY

Money is problem number one. Big money. All 
of the magazines and most all of the printed cat-
alogs run big display ads for the poisons that 
kill and destroy bees. So do the websites, even 
websites specializing in "Natural Beekeeping". 
Follow the money.

The universities that run tests on drugs and poi-
sons receive money from the poisoners. The 
universities change ONE item between studies 
and then claim the one item does not work. They 
do not study the "whole". A bee colony is a big 
whole. Follow the money.

The largest beekeepers make almost all (if not 
all) of their money from pollinating huge poi-
soned mono-crop Agribiz crops. Crops (mon-
strous fields and orchards) that are so large and 
bloom so heavily at the same time that native 
pollinators cannot possibly service them. Huge 
numbers of bees are brought in overnight be-
tween sprayings of poisons and then later taken 
elsewhere because there is no food for these bees 
(except for the couple weeks of bloom when they 
can pollinate the huge crops). Crops are sprayed 

Continues on Page 5 

http://www.freedomsphoenix.com/Magazine/141025-2013-09-03-a-perfect-storm-of-stupid.htm


5

5

Continued from Page 4 - A PERFECT STORM OF STUPID

September 2013

with any number of poisons; pesticides, herbi-
cides, fungicides, bactericides, miticides (or 
acaricides), molluscicides, nematicides, roden-
ticides and  virucides. Plenty of poisons to go 
around. That does not even include the poisons 
that GMO crops produce inside themselves. If 
you make all your money from Agribiz, thereis 
where your heart is. Follow the money.

Many beekeepers take all (or almost all) of the 
honey and feed bees sugar (or if they are really 
cheap, high fructose corn syrup). If sugar was as 
good, or even an adequate substitute for honey, 
why keep bees at all? Just sell people jars of 
sugar water or high fructose corn syrup. Again, 
follow the money.

Beekeepers themselves have poisoned their 
bees. Fear of mites causes beekeepers to dump 
poison into their beehives. They dump the poi-
son in and the bees die. Bee hives are full of 
insects. Dumping poison in a box of insects you 
DO NOT want to kill - make any sense to you? 

The beeswax supply is toxic now. It was reported 
in 1990 to Apimondia  (International Federation 
of Beekeepers' Associations) that the European 
wax supplies were so toxic that it would take 50 
years to clean it up if hive poisons were stopped 
cold turkey. The poisons were not stopped. Toxic 
wax shortens the life of worker bees (non repro-
ductive females), drones (male honeybees), and 
the queens (reproducing females).  It also kills 
the brood (embryo or egg) or at the very least 
weakens it. Many beekeepers must now make 

their own wax foundation from their own poi-
soned wax. The foundation is what bees build 
their comb on. Other beekeepers have adopted 
hives with no foundation to avoid toxic wax. 
 
Beekeepers are told by many to keep dumping 
in the poisons. Many do. Follow the money.  
 
COLONY COLLAPSE DISORDER
 
Disappearing disease, spring dwindle, May dis-
ease, Autumn collapse, and fall dwindle disease 
are all normal phenomenon in the bee keeping 
industry. The syndrome was renamed to Colony 
Collapse Disorder in 2006 when large numbers 
of North American colonies were disappear-
ing. All throughout beekeeping history (which 
I do read), bees have died. Whole colonies dis-
appear. Amos Ives Root says, in the introduc-
tion to an early edition of his book, 'THE ABC's 
AND XYZ's OF BEEKEEPING' (to many the 
bible of beekeeping and still in print for over a 
century) reports losing his colonies many times 
(one winter losing 75% of his colonies). C.C. 
Miller, another all-time beekeeping great, also 
reports losing his colonies. Langstroth lost his. 
Many keepers did. These old- timers had the 
attitude "I must do better. I must learn more". 
These guys were the all-time greats.

A quick list of losses, Texas and Louisiana, 
1965... 1994 "Disappearing disease"....France 
1960s "May Disease"....1915 Florida to Cal. 
....2002 Alabama... 1997  Australia.....1905 "Isle 

Continues on Page 6 
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Continued from Page 5 - A PERFECT STORM OF STUPID

of Wight disease". And many, many more.

Bees die. Colonies die. When conditions are 
bad, colonies flee, called absconding, in a des-
perate attempt to survive. 

VARROA MITES

Bees have existed for millions of years just fine. 
Fossilized honey bees go back to dinosaur days. 
There have been mites and pests and disease all 
that time. Bees survived. Mites are not new, but 
miticides are.  Any parasite that kills its host 
dies, too. In a natural state they co-exist. 

The name Varroa 
jacobsoni (a spe-
cies of mite that 
parasitises Asian 
honey bees), was 
used since 1904, 
but was not scary 
enough, so they 

were renamed Varroa destructor. DESTRUC-
TOR. Now that is a name. Scary, huh? Of course 
the name change is "scientific" and done for 
good and important reasons.  

In a natural state, Varroa mites prefer and almost 
exclusively live on drones, the larger males of 
the hive. That is very important to note. Drones 
are kicked out of the hive each fall to die with 
their pest. Varroa mites only breed and multiply 
in a sealed brood (baby bees in capped honey-
combs).  Drones take longer to seal over and a 
longer time to mature in the capped honeycomb. 

That gives more time for the mites to multi-
ply in the sealed brood.  When bees naturally 
swarm and move on, they do not have a capped 
brood or produce many drones either, breaking 
the mite life cycle. The bees left behind in the 
old hive wait weeks for the new queen to hatch, 
mature, mate and then lay eggs, again breaking 
the brood cycle, and therefor the mite life cycle. 

The brood in a colony consists of the develop-
ing bees. The brood is a very crucial part of the 
future of the colony.

The eggs are laid one to a cell by the queen. 
They look like a tiny grain of rice, only about 
one-eight of an inch long. After three days, the 
egg hatches into a grub.

Healthy larvae are glistening and pearly-white 
in color. They should be at the bottom of the 
cells in the shape of a ‘C.’ This is the stage that 
the bees feed the larvae. It is toward the end of 
this stage (before capping) that many pests and 
diseases enter the cell.

Varroa Mite on Larvae

Picture of Eggs (Smith) 

Continues on Page 7 
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The workers will then cap the brood. The larvae 
stretch out lengthwise in their cells and spin a 
cocoon. The larvae then change into pupae.

Continued from Page 6 - A PERFECT STORM OF STUPID

During the beginning of the pupal stage, the pu-
pae remain white and glistening. The eyes are 
the first to take color, followed by the rest of the 
body. The pupae then change into adults.

The adults emerge about one day after changing 
from pupae (one and a half for drones). Each 
adult must chew through the wax capping and 
then crawl out of the cell. The next steps depend 
on the caste of the bee.

Picture of Larvae (Smith) 

Picture of Capped Brood (Smith) 

Picture of Pupae (Smith)

Picture of an Emerging Adult (Smith)
Continues on Page 8 
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Varroa mites were found on bees in Maryland 
in the 70s, a decade before the "official" date 
and beginning of selling Miticides. Mites were 
found on bees in Wisconsin in the 40's and 50's, 
but not identified, and the bees lived on.

Here in Missouri, I have been told by many 
beekeepers and former beekeepers that "Var-
roa mites killed all my bees".  I was told that 
enough times over the past 10 years that I did 
not get bees myself, even though I have owned 
the equipment since last century. Just this sum-
mer I asked these people "how do you know it 
was Varroa Mites"? Not one of these people ex-
amined their bees. "Bob told me it was mites" "I 
know it was the mites" or "the news said it was 
the mites". No one checked.

At the bee club meeting, no one actually studied 
or checked the bees for mites. One woman used 
a sticky board to check for mite drops and if she 
finds one dead mite, uses poison strips of Pyre-
throid or Coumaphos to treat for mites any time 
of the year. The fact that you see a fallen mite on 
a sticky board is likely a sign the bees are kill-
ing the mites themselves. She must wear plastic 
gloves that are to be disposed of; she told me 

Continued from Page 7 - A PERFECT STORM OF STUPID

she is supposed to wear protective gear when 
using the strips. Bang - in the hive the pesticide 
strips go, and the bees chew up the strip and 
spread the poison around. Apparently, magic 
and government regulation keep the bees from 
spreading the poison to the wax and honey. By 
the way, bees do move honey from one loca-
tion in a hive to another. Usually at a later time, 
such as springtime, from the lower brood cham-
ber to a honey super (part of a commercial bee 
hive used for collecting honey). Also, honey is 
moved (robbed) from one hive to another (bees 
from one beehive rob honey from another bee-
hive).  

UNNATURAL BEES

Bees, when left to themselves, build a brood 
comb to raise their young in cells 4.5 mil. to 5.1 
mil. Most of the comb cell is small in the center 
of the hive where the workers are raised, and 
larger at the outside where the drones are raised 
and the honey and pollen are stored. This is very 
important. It is also warmer in the brood nest 
center. Varroa mites prefer and multiply faster at 
lower brood temperatures, such as where drone 
comb is located in a natural hive.

Huber reported in 1792 that there were different 
castes of bees doing different tasks based on bee 
size. Bee size, to a certain extent, is influenced 
by comb cell size.  A Belgian named Baudoux 
decided bigger is better and began enlarging 
comb cell size about 1890. Bigger bees, more 

("Honey Bees and Beekeeping")

Continues on Page 9 
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honey, he said . Baudoux published a lot, tout-
ing his ideas that the bees would evolve to fill 
the larger artificial cell size. He was a Lamarck-
ian and believed use of body parts drove evolu-
tion. Larger cells make larger bees, up to 5.4 
mil.

Soon, honey comb cell size on most commer-
cial wax foundation was up to 5.4 mil., the same 
size as natural drone comb. Drones are the nat-
ural food/hosts for mites. Bigger bees require 
more food, and a longer development time as a 
capped brood, the only place Varroa can multi-
ply. Larger cell bees have more feed (20% more) 
in the cell to attract the mites. Larger cell bees 
give off more hormones in the bee blood, which 
stimulate the mite to breed. 

It is not just Varroa. Tracheal mites (acarapis 
woodi), the previous scary bee disease, can usu-
ally get into enlarged bee bodies, not natural 
sized bees. 

Bigger bees are now "normal". Any comb less 
than 5.4 mil. is called small cell. Due to tire-

Continued from Page 8 - A PERFECT STORM OF STUPID

less work, research, and writing by Ed and Dee 
Lusby, natural size comb foundation is 4.9 mil 
in size and is available from manufacturers. It is 
made with recycled wax, though, which is like-
ly contaminated. All of the catalogs I have seen 
sell it with warnings that it is only for "experts" 
and that "scientists" say it does not work.

UNNATURAL FEED

Most beekeepers feed sugar to bees. Sugar has 
no food value, only calories. Sugar has a high-
er pH than honey. Big beekeepers send a crew 
down the row of hives and pour in High Fruc-
tose Corn Syrup out of huge tanks with a fill-
er hose like a gasoline nozzle to feed the bees 
(cheaply). If sugar was so nutritious, why raise 
honey? High Fructose Corn Syrup is cheap. Re-
ally cheap. Notice a pattern here?

High Fructose Corn Syrup contains two sugars 
proven toxic to bees; Stachyose and Raffinose. 
They are part of High Fructose Corn Syrup and 
they kill bees. Beekeepers feed it to their bees. 
High Fructose Corn Syrup is manufactured 
by BIG Agribiz. High Fructose Corn Syrup is 
cheaper than sugar. Sugar is cheaper than hon-
ey; honey is the bees' natural food. Follow the 
you-know-what.

Jay Smith, a queen breeder and highly obser-
vant beekeeper, noted back around WW1 (the 
first" War to End All Wars") that feeding sugar to 
bees causes brood diseases, which were the real 

Natural comb - ‘natural cell’ is between 4.6 mm and 5.0 mm

Continues on Page 10 
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scary disease of beekeepers last century. All bee 
laws and bee inspections grew from fear of foul-
brood. Bees were killed and hives were burned. 
Drugs were dumped into hives to "prevent" the 
disease. The drug used, Oxytetracycline (an 
antibiotic) kills all gut bacteria, and many ben-

eficial things 
in a hives' 
natural bal-
ance. All of 
this to offset 
a disease usu-
ally caused 
by greed and 
poor feeding.  

UNNATRUAL LIFE

Beekeepers have taken the bees a long way from 
their natural state. Bees are moved from coast 
to coast, Florida to Maine, to pollinate.  Bees 
do not get acclimated and they should be bred 
and raised in one climate. For many years, bees 
were (and some still are) bred to have a pretty 
yellow color. Many are seriously inbred by arti-
ficial insemination. Nature has the virgin queen 
fly to a "Drone Congregation Area", an area 
loaded with lots of drones from many colonies, 
where she will mate with a bunch of the drones 
(as many 20 different drones) ensuring genetic 
diversity.

The use of agricultural poisons have increased 
fivefold in the past 15 years. Poisons used in 
America have been outlawed worldwide due 

to killing bees. Neonicotinoids were proven 
in France to cause huge numbers of bees to be 
killed there in 2003. Here in the U.S., we spray 
them like they are going out of style. Most poi-
sons here are tested based on LD50 (Lethal Dose 
50%). If only 50% of the bees die from spray-
ing, the poison is just fine. Maybe we should 
use that standard on spraying politicians. 49% 
dead senators, hey that is OK. As long as it is 
not 51% dead. 

If you wish to know more, checkout Michael 
Bush at BushFarms.Com/Bees. Great stuff. 
Also, Dee Lusby is tireless, it seems. She runs 
nearly a thousand hives and still spends time 
every day teaching people natural, clean bee-
keeping. Beesource.com is a huge site with all 
of Dee's articles. 

I have read more than 50 books on bees in the 
past 6 weeks. I have also spent countless hours 
reading articles about bees on the internet in the 
past 6 weeks. I have talked to many beekeepers 
and former beekeepers in that time. Few people 
agree. You can tell the conclusion of an article 
just by looking at the author's credentials. But 
there is one thing I have learned, one thing that 
is true every time.

Follow the money...

Reference Bowe’s Honey Bee Site at http://peo-
ple.ku.edu/~bneuen/index.html
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I love this month's topic 
- Technology that works.  
Hmmm, can we really call 
growing fruit trees technol-
ogy? Or maybe just call it 
Mother Nature in action, that 
being said…

My favorite plant to nurture at the Urban Farm 
is the fruit tree; it appeals to the lazy gardener 
in me, as I can plant a tree once and reap the 
bounty for many years to come.  The selection 
of fruit trees that you can grow is vast -- peaches, 
apples, apricots, plums, pears, and citrus, not to 
mention all the tropical fruits you might enjoy. 

Discovering just what works for you and how 
to pick the perfect fruit trees for your yard can 
be perplexing, and growing fruit trees in an ur-
ban area is significantly different than rural or-
chard growing.  In rural areas, a commercial or-
chardist would have the tools, trucks, tractors, 
and space to grow fruit and grow a commercial 
harvest.  As urban dwellers, we often lack these 
tools and the time it takes to manage large trees, 
which often take up 400 to 600 square feet and 
literally fill up yards.

Most urban farmers do not need or expect com-
mercial results from their urban orchard. A com-
mercial grower would never consider using his 
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Urban Fruit Trees
By Greg Peterson
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methods on a small lot, so why not develop ur-
ban methods?

A few years ago, 
my friends over 
at Dave Wilson 
Nursery created 
a concept they 
call ‘backyard orchard culture’ or urban orchard-
ing (for this article, we will call it ‘the technol-
ogy’) - a process designed to help keep our trees 
small.  Small trees are: easier to pick, prune, and 
manage; allow for high density planting with 
more different varieties in the same space of a 
large tree; and offer what is called successive 
ripening.

The benefits of keeping a fruit tree small start 
with ease of management.  Most logically this 
makes the trees easier to pick without having to 
get a ladder or some other height-stretching tool 
we might have.  Additionally, this also makes 
the tree easier to protect from birds and other 
predators.  Netting the trees is an option, how-
ever never use bird netting as it tangles in the 
trees and will actually catch and kill birds.  My 
suggestion is to use tulle, a fabric found inex-
pensively in fabric stores. This protects your 
fruit harvest without doing damage to the tree 
and wildlife.  My friend Jenny actually com-

Continues on Page 12 
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Continued from Page 11 - Urban Fruit Trees

pletely covers her apricot tree and brings it up, 
under the canopy and attaches it a little bit up 
the trunk. This creates a dip in the tulle where 
falling fruit is caught; she then puts a small slit 
in the tulle that she closes with a clothespin.  
This gives her easy access to open and harvest 
her bounty.  Ingenious, I say.

Additionally small trees offer us the ability to 
put more trees in the same space as one larger 
tree.  At one point at the Urban Farm, I had 12 
trees planted in a small orchard that previously 
housed one large tree.  Multiple trees planted in 
a small area is accomplished by planting trees 

closer together.  I have found that the perfect 
size tree is 6 to 8 feet tall and 6 feet wide.  Using 
this logic, planting trees 6 feet apart will give 
you a nice hedge if you put them all in a row.  I 
often use this method to create front yard fences 
along the sides and sometimes the front of the 
property.  You would be amazed at how much 
privacy a front yard fruit hedge provides. In the 
Dave Wilson Nursery (document linked at the 
bottom of this article) they cover more ways to 
increase your planting density.

Successive ripening is by far the best reason, 
however, to keep your trees small.  With suc-
cessive ripening, you are selecting different va-
rieties of a type of fruit that will ripen at differ-
ent times.  By using this method in conjunction 
with keeping your trees smaller, you harvest 
a smaller amount of fruit off of each tree but 
have more trees to harvest fruit from at different 
times.  You are effectively extending your har-
vesting season for the same kind of fruit.

Continues on Page 13 
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Here is what it looks like.  In Phoenix I choose 
a Desert Gold Peach, which ripens mid May, a 
Tropic Snow Peach that ripens early June, and 
a Mid Pride Peach that ripens in late June. This 
means that instead of being able to harvest one 
crop for two to three weeks, I can harvest three 
crops over 9 to 12 weeks.

Now that you have a basic understanding of 
urban orcharding, you need to be aware of one 
major factor in growing fruit.  I call it the Fruit 
Tree Secret that most nurseries don’t want you 
to know, primarily because corporate sends 
them trees that will never produce fruit in your 
climate.  AND they have to sell these trees.

The secret is called chill hours.  Fruit trees in the 
stone fruit (peach, apricot and plum) and pome 
fruit (apple and pear) families require a mini-
mum number of chill hours to set fruit.  Chill 
hours are considered temperatures between 32 
and 46 degrees and occur between October and 
February.  Your first step in fruit tree ownership 
is to determine the amount of chill hours that 

Continued from Page 12 - Urban Fruit Trees

you get in your area.  To do this, contact your 
local nursery or cooperative extension office. 

Here in the Valley of the Sun, we receive on av-
erage 350 hours of chill, so we need to make 
sure that any fruit trees planted require less than 
350 hours of chill.  Planting a fruit tree that re-
quires more than 350 hours may or may not pro-
duce fruit.

The simplest way to determine chill hours of a 
tree is to look at the tag on the tree - it will say 
how many chill hours are required - if it doesn’t 
and you don’t know, DON”T BUY THE TREE.  
I know because I did this two decades ago.  The 
peach tree was offered at a screaming $6.99, we 
couldn’t pass it up so we adopted the tree and 
planted it.  Fifteen years and zero peaches later, 
I had to pay someone to remove the tree.  That is 
a hard lesson that you don’t have to repeat. 

In 1975 when I was 14 years old, I planted my 
first 3 fruit trees at my childhood home.  13 
years later I planted my first urban orchard, and 
by 1999 other people were curious how to plant 
their own fruit trees.  I was frustrated by the lack 
of information that was available to assist me in 
doing this, so I started offering classes in my 
living room at the Urban Farm to teach people 
how to grow their own. 

That same year I contacted a local nursery want-
ing to purchase 50 fruit trees and they were un-

Chill Hours Map U.S. Continues on Page 14 
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receptive to giving me a discount.  So I reached 
out to Dave Wilson Nursery in California, they 
were perfectly happy to sell me trees at whole-
sale.  I had to purchase 100 fruit trees, which I 
did, and the Urban Farm Fruit Tree Program was 
launched.  The program has been offering com-
munity classes, education, and fruit trees every 
year since and has distributed more than 10,000 
fruit trees in the Phoenix Metropolitan Area.

If you live in Arizona. you can participate in 
classes and purchasing fruit trees.  If you live 
worldwide you can participate in our online 
classes.  Either way, please visit our fruit tree 
program page at http://www.urbanfarm.org/
fruit-tree-program for more details on the pro-
gram.  Visit this link http://learn.urbanfarm.org/
urban-orchard for Dave Wilson Nursery’s free 
white paper on Backyard Orchard Culture.

If you are inspired and would like to create a 
Fruit Tree Program for your area, email me at 
Greg@UrbanFarm.org

Above all, enjoy planting your own urban or-
chard and reaping the fruits of your labor.

Continued from Page 13 - Urban Fruit Trees

About Greg Peterson and The Ur-
ban Farm

UrbanFarm.org is the home of a wide range of urban 
farming resources, education, tips, and the 10,000 Urban 
Farms Project, which was created to discover a farm on 
every street. Founder Greg Peterson began gardening in 
Phoenix, Ariz. in 1975, discovered permaculture in 1991, 
and dubbed his personal residence in central Phoenix 
'The Urban Farm' in 2001. Peterson earned his Mas-
ters in Urban an Environmental Planning from Arizona 
State University in 2006. His long history of environmen-
tal learning and growing food in the city contributes to 
the success of UrbanFarm.org. Peterson wrote and pub-
lished The Urban Farm Simple Sustainability Series, sits 
on the board of Native Seed/SEARCH, and teaches the 
class Sustainable Food and Farms at Arizona State Uni-
versity. To find out more, visit http://www.UrbanFarm.org 

Download Greg’s Free eBook on Urban Farming at http://
learn.urbanfarm.org/free-ebook/

http://www.freedomsphoenix.com/Magazine/141254-2013-09-06-urban-fruit-trees.htm
http://www.urbanfarm.org/fruit-tree-program
http://www.urbanfarm.org/fruit-tree-program
http://learn.urbanfarm.org/urban-orchard
http://learn.urbanfarm.org/urban-orchard
mailto:Greg%40UrbanFarm.org?subject=
http://www.urbanfarm.org/
http://www.urbanfarm.org/
http://learn.urbanfarm.org/free-ebook/
http://learn.urbanfarm.org/free-ebook/
http://www.urbanfarm.org/
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Biological, Natural Beekeeping
By Donna Hancock

DEE LUSBY is a full-time commercial bee-
keeper in Amado, AZ and her operation is a 
non-chemical ‘back to basics’ approach to bee-
keeping.
 
Dee (along with her late husband, Ed) studied 
the importance of comb cell diameter in an at-
tempt to keep the hives free of diseases and 
mites, an important factor when dealing with 
non-chemical methods of breeding. They were 
able to identify optimal comb cell diameter for 
the area that they live (in Southern Arizona) 
and have converted their operation to a natural 
system by using the smaller cell size. By doing 
this, they have discovered and reported the fact 
that the smaller comb cell size has greatly re-
duced diseases in the hive, as well as mite infes-
tation in the colonies. They also report that the 
viability of the brood and the colony production 

has increased since adopting the more natural 
method of breeding.

Dee has written a lot on the subject. She hosts 
a blog on Yahoo Groups called Organic Bee-
keepers (http://pets.groups.yahoo.com/group/
Organicbeekeepers/). Much of Dee's writings 
are posted on BeeSource.Com. Here is a popu-
lar piece Dee wrote on Biological Beekeeping
 
The Way Back to Biological Beekeeping

Dee's interviews on the Declare Your Indepen-
dence with Ernest Hancock Radio Show:
 
August 16th, 2013 (Hour 3 - MP3 Only)
August 23rd, 2013 (Hour 3 - MP3 Only)

Several of us from 
Phoenix will be vis-
iting with Dee from 
November 8-10th, 
2013 at her home  in 
Amado in southern 

Arizona. We hope to learn a lot from Dee so that 
we can share the information with all of you. If 
you wish to go, please contact us as there will 
be a limited number of people allowed to attend.

http://www.freedomsphoenix.com/Magazine/141262-2013-09-06-biological-beekeeping.htm
http://www.freedomsphoenix.com/Magazine/141262-2013-09-06-biological-beekeeping.htm
http://pets.groups.yahoo.com/group/Organicbeekeepers/
http://pets.groups.yahoo.com/group/Organicbeekeepers/
http://www.beesource.com/
http://www.beesource.com/point-of-view/ed-dee-lusby/
http://www.freedomsphoenix.com/Media/139989-2013-08-16-08-16-13-dee-lusby-bee-keeper-well-be-visiting.htm
http://www.freedomsphoenix.com/Media/140411-2013-08-23-08-23-13-mike-shipley-jesse-mathewson-dee-lusby-mp3.htm
mailto:Producer%40DeclareYourIndependenceWithErnestHancock.com?subject=


THE man in the photo above is Gene Cernan, 
the last human to walk on the moon. Cernan left 
the moon in December of 1972 – more than for-
ty years ago – and no one has gone back.

To understand how far we went forty years ago, 
on how little technology, consider this: Our 
modern smart phones have 200,000 times more 
power than the computers that took men to the 
moon.

Let me restate that: Space travel can be accom-
plished with forty-year-old technology.

Lamentations Are In Order

It is tragic beyond measure that human explora-
tion has been neutered since 1972. Sure, we've 
sent out a few probes and placed a good tele-
scope in orbit, but we have done nothing brave, 
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It Ain't Rocket Science Anymore
By Paul Rosenberg

nothing bold, nothing daring. Productive hu-
mans have been delegated to mute observance 
as their hard-earned surplus is syphoned off 
to capital cities, where it is sanctimoniously 
poured down a sewer of cultured dependencies 
and endless wars.

We remain locked onto this planet, not because 
we lack the ability to leave, but because so few 
of us  are able to do anything about it.

What we have lost can be measured only in the 
billions of unactivated lives. Fifty years ago hu-
manity was shocked to realize that they could 
go to the stars. After untold millennia of look-
ing to the heavens, of wondering, dreaming and 
mourning the impossibility, we saw that we 
could go to the stars. And for ten years we took 
our first brave steps, successfully!

But after our first major step away from our 
crib, we were thrown back and surrounded with 
double-height rails. Since then, we have stag-
nated and human culture has undergone a wide-
spread rot. We watch science fictions about go-
ing to space, living in space and even fighting in 
space, but we have given up all hope of going 
ourselves... even though we did it just one gen-
eration ago.

http://www.freedomsphoenix.com/Magazine/141024-2013-09-03-it-aint-rocket-science-anymore.htm


that could do the same job, faster, cheaper, with 
closer tolerances. Like every other technology, 
metal working has massively improved over the 
last forty years.

Now look at this Gemini launch (top left of next 
page). What in this picture is particularly hard 
to build?

We see concrete, metal frameworks and sprin-
klers. None of those things are remotely hard. 
Even the rocket is simple by modern standards.

In other words, this technology is simple to re-
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Humanity – have recently discovered the abil-
ity to expand without limit – wanders aimlessly, 
with no challenging goal, no elevated purpose, 
and no path of escape. Space travel has leap-
frogged us: it was done by our fathers, we imag-
ine that it will be done by our sons, but we dare 
not think that it is possible to us.

They Were Men Like Us

We have more than enough ability to explore 
space right now. The men who did so a genera-
tion ago were not supermen, regardless of how 
the promotions made them appear.

I've met some of the people who did this forty 
years ago, including one of the men who walked 
on the moon. I found them to be reasonably de-
cent and competent men (the astronaut struck 
me as especially capable), but I've known other 
men and women who were of equal or greater 
decency and competence.

The fault of our earth-bound lives lies not in 
our abilities. The spacemen were men like our-
selves.

Now, please take a look at this next photo (top 
of next page).

You are observing a workman building a Mer-
cury capsule. Look at the metal work: It is fine 
construction, and it was advanced for its day, but 
there are shops in every large city in America Continues on Page 18 
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produce. None of it is beyond the grasp of jour-
neyman craftsmen.

Can you see why I say, “it ain't rocket science 
anymore”?

Leibniz, Newton & Aldrin

Originating is hard; second and third uses are 
not.

It took brilliant men like Leibniz and Newton to 
invent calculus, but now, millions of schoolchil-
dren learn it every year.

It took a brilliant engineer like Buzz Aldrin to 
invent the technologies of space rendezvous, 
but there are millions of bright young men, right 

now, who are more than capable of using his 
discoveries.

Again, none of this is beyond us. And, by the 
way, we have lots of real geniuses in our time 
too... it's just they the have been forced into sys-
tems that punish them for their brilliance, rath-
er than rewarding them, or at least just leaving 
them alone.

Why Haven't We Gone Back?

There are several ways to answer this question. 
Here are the answer that I think matter most:

#1: Space is against the state's interest.

Can you imagine what would happen to gov-
ernment in space? Once beyond Earth's gravity 
well, the spacefarers would be gone forever: no 
more taxes, no more obedience, and heaps of 
scorn for the distant barbarians who demanded 
money and attempted violence to get it. Space 
would be the 17th century American wilderness 
on steroids. Politicians and tax gatherers would 
have no hope of keeping up.

The reason I'm so sure of this is simple math-
ematics:

Space is a territory that expends exponentially 
(as a cube of the distance) and endlessly. The 
numbers look like this:

Continued from Page 17 - It Ain’t Rocket Science Anymore
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•	 At one million miles, government requires 
4,188,000,000 billion cubic miles of dom-
inance.

•	 At two million miles it is 33,504,000 bil-
lion cubic miles of dominance.

•	 At three million miles it is 113,076,000,000 
billion cubic miles of dominance.

•	 At four million miles it is 268,032,000,000 
billion cubic miles of dominance.

And so on. The people who left could never 
again be contain and have their money removed 
by force. Those cows would never be milked 
again.

I should add that one million miles in space is 
almost trivial. At the speeds used forty years 
ago, that's only 38.5  hours of travel.

17th century voyages across the Atlantic took 
weeks, and there was no lack of paying passen-
gers. In three weeks time, traveling only at the 
speeds used when going to the moon between 
1968 and 1972 (they could have gone much 
faster with more time), a modern traveler would 
go 13 million miles.

So, there is no hope of governments getting us 
back to space. To do so would be to shoot them-
selves in the chest, and they probably under-
stand that.

#2: The Culture Has Gone Conformist

Consider what became of the past forty years: 

There has been no striving, no searching, no be-
coming. Instead, we've had:

•	 24/7 entertainment, which made billions 
of otherwise-productive hours worthless.

•	 An obscene level of advertising that re-
placed authentic dreams with scientifical-
ly implanted manipulations.

•	 A success ethic that addresses the animal 
aspects of human life while utterly ignor-
ing its higher aspects.

•	 Fame for the basest, weirdest and most lu-
rid men and women; conformity for ev-
eryone else.

•	 The glorification and unlimited empower-
ment of the institution.

As a result, we've had boring, washed-out de-
cades, focused on anything but the awe-inspir-
ing, the good, and the truly heroic. These years 
have been stripped of the greatest excitement, 
discovery and growth that have ever been pos-
sible to our species.

Our current decade features no goals save bodi-
ly comfort and no aspirations save existence and 
status. Underlying it all is a palette of manufac-
tured fears that can only be salved by buying the 
right products or electing the right politicians. 
We are living though the triumph of manipula-
tion and the disappearance of vigorous individ-
uals.

The 1950s are considered a time of mass con-

Continued from Page 18 - It Ain’t Rocket Science Anymore
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formity, but they 
look like radical ex-
perimentation com-
pared to the fully-
scripted lives of 
today's 'successful' 
people.

The men who went 
into space knew that 

death was a possibility, but they valued more 
than just animal rewards; they wanted to ex-
cel, to touch the heavens, to expand, to become 
more. In the broader cultures of the West, that 
attitude has been suppressed and nearly lost.

It may be that the next generation will demand 
more out of life than animal gratifications. Such 
changes have occurred in the past. Would to 
God that they come again soon.

#3: Our Money Is Taken From Us

We are taxed on our income at national, state 
and even local levels. We are taxed on what we 
spend. We are taxed on Ponzi retirement pro-
grams. We are taxed on property we own, and on 
gasoline we buy, and hundreds of other things.

We have no money left over for things that mat-
ter.

The taxation systems of the West are designed 
to rob us of every dollar we get, right up to the 

point where we'd be tempted to rebel. This is a 
science.

If you are a productive person, working in any 
sort of normal job, roughly half of your earnings 
are taken from you every year, leaving you just 
barely able to hang on to an acceptable lifestyle. 
Understand this: You are already rich, but your 
money is stolen from you, generally before you 
ever hold it in your hands.

If we actually held our own money, reaching 
space again could be done, easily, from a small 
percentage of our surplus. No coercion would 
be required, only a bit of excitement.

What has been lost to us?

What happens to humans themselves (and by 
that I mean internally) once we get to space and 
have a few moments to “consider the heavens”?

Preliminary evidences are that humans in space 
think more deeply, more expansively, and more 

Continued from Page 19 - It Ain’t Rocket Science Anymore

The relics of the last moon mission

Continues on Page 21 



It was to me like I was just sitting on a 
rocking chair on a Friday evening, looking 
back home, sitting on God's front porch, 
looking back at the Earth; looking back 
home. It was really that simple, but it was 
an overpowering experience.

I’m sure that viewing the world from the 
moon only enriched me spiritually and 
also gave me a new vantage point on life... 
Anyone who walked on the moon had such 
a spiritual experience, similar to it or 
stronger.

~ Gene Cernan, Apollo 17

When we lost the moon we lost our bearings; 
there was no distant star to guide us, no magnifi-
cent vision to pursue. Four decades on, we re-
main in a kind of stasis, mollified with stream-
ing vanities and base satisfactions.

Perhaps we should have known that this would 
be the result. But when shall we return to the 
stars?

It isn't rocket science anymore. 

Paul Rosenberg is the "outside the 

Matrix" author of FreemansPerspec-

tive.com, a site dedicated to economic 

freedom, personal independence and 

individual privacy. Visit us at www.

freemansperspective.com
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Continued from Page 20 - It Ain’t Rocket Science Anymore

spiritually... that their consciousness opens up 
and expands.

Consider just these passage from astronauts on 
the first and last moon missions. (And I have 
many others.)

As Neil and I first stood on the surface of 
the moon looking back at Earth—a bright 
blue marble suspended in the blackness of 
space—the experience moved us in ways 
that we could not have anticipated.

~ Buzz Aldrin, Apollo 11

Out there on another planet, I was looking 
back at the Earth, or I was looking back at 
the other stars in the universe –  science 
and technology could no longer explain to 
me what I was feeling. Not just what I was 
seeing, it's what I was feeling. And I kept 
thinking, above all religions, there has to 
be a creator.

http://www.freemansperspective.com/
http://www.freemansperspective.com/
http://www.freemansperspective.com/
http://www.freemansperspective.com/
http://www.freedomsphoenix.com/Magazine/141024-2013-09-03-it-aint-rocket-science-anymore.htm
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The Future of Education & Learning 
By Ty Loomis and Matt McKinney

EDUCATION is failing.  Schools as we know 
them now are obsolete and outdated.  Failure 
to engage students by stimulating critical think-
ing, creativity, and problem solving has lead to 
a culture of passive obedience.

Corporations fund University research and 
therefore influence curriculum.  State schools 
are failing: inefficiencies are rampant, teachers 
are underpaid, lack accountability, and students 
are not getting the quality education they de-
serve.  The more the state intervenes the worse 
it seems to get.

What if we didn't need schools?  What if we 
didn’t need school teachers?  What if the best 
teachers in the world were located on one edu-
cational website?

In effort to provide a solution to these challeng-
es, Ty Loomis and Matt McKinney have created 
their vision.  IntellectualRevolution.tv is an edu-
cational discovery website, focused on personal 
growth and global evolutionary challenges.  

Their website features conscious intellectuals 

http://www.freedomsphoenix.com/Magazine/141255-2013-09-06-the-future-of-education-learning-by-ty-loomis-and-matt.htm
https://www.intellectualrevolution.tv/
http://www.intellectualrevolution.tv/
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moving the world on an enlightened path to lib-
erty, harmony, and sustainability.

Intellectual Revolution’s mission is to assist in 
humanity’s evolution by providing quality in-
formation, which promotes critical thinking, 
personal growth and direct positive action.

Their website content consists of:

-  Videos
-  Documentaries
-  Intellectual Profiles (w/quotes, tweets, 
bio’s, books)
-  Top Free Curriculum and Educational 
Channels
-  And Top Alternative News Channels

Where ever you find your personal “Intellec-
tual Revolution Journey” taking you, Intellec-
tual Revolution has created a beautiful platform 
to assist you in discovering your world … and 
most importantly discovering yourself.

"Educating the 
mind without edu-
cating the heart 
is no education at 
all." – Aristotle

"There can't be 
any large-scale 
revolution until 
there's a personal 
revolution, on an 
individual level. 
It's got to happen 
inside first." – Jim 
Morrison

Ten Inspirational Videos on the 
Future of Education and Learn-
ing

1. TED Talks:  Salman Khan: Let’s Use 
Video To Reinvent Education - www.in-
telrev.tv/88629

2. TED Talks:  Sugata Mitra: Build A 
School In The Cloud - www.intelrev.
tv/100284

3. TED Talks:  Stephen Ritz: A Teacher 
Growing Green In The South Bronx - 
www.intelrev.tv/31988

4. TED Talks:  Andreas Schleicher: Use 
Data To Build Better Schools - www.in-
telrev.tv/100279

5. TED Talks: Geoffrey Canada:  Our Fail-
ing Schools.  Enough is Enough.  www.
intelrev.tv/111787

Continued from Page 22 - The Future of Education & Learning
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6. Salman Khan MIT 2012 Commence-
ment Address - www.intelrev.tv/101781

7. Changing Education Paradigms - www.
intelrev.tv/2850

8. TED Talks: Aleph Molinari – Bridging 
The Education Digital Divide - www.in-
telrev.tv/64634

9. THNKR: TED Talks Founder Can’t 
Stop Learning - www.intelrev.tv/122861

10. Why I Hate School But Love Education 
– Spoken Word - www.intelrev.tv/126238

Interested in More Education & 
Learning Solutions?

If so, then enjoy these solutions written by Fos-
ter Gamble from www.ThriveMovement.com

The basic strategy we’ve come up for the edu-
cation sector involves:

Stage 1:  Reform Existing Systems – Transi-
tion out of the state-school model and encour-
age alternative schools to emerge by loosening 
government regulations and allowing people to 
attend the schools they choose.

•	 Redirect a Portion of the Military Budget into 
Education

•	 Set Up A Scholarship Fund For Those Who 
Need It

•	 Gradually Lower and Eventually Eliminate 
Education Taxes

•	 Allow and Encourage Diverse Education 
Programs to Emerge

•	 Advance Education to Include More Whole-
Systems Thinking and Analysis of Current 
World Issues

Stage 2:  Limit Government Control – Make 
the transition to education without government 
intervention.

•	 Transition State Scholarship Program to a 
Private, Charitable Fund

Stage 3:  Set up Systems for Voluntary Coop-
eration – Keep the government out of education 
and allow people to choose the education they 
desire.

•	 Get and Keep Government Out of the Educa-
tional Process

More Education Solutions

- Thank a Teacher

Is there a teacher you had who made a real 
difference in your life? Let them know.

- Protect Homeschooling

Parents should be given the choice to opt-
out of the public or private school system 

Continued from Page 23 - The Future of Education & Learning
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and educate their children as they see fit.

- Start, Join, or Support Alternative Educa-
tion Programs

Parents are forming powerful networks and 
cooperatives that bring a new approach to 
education. Take a look and consider join-
ing or starting your own program.

- Green Your School

Get your school to adopt green practices 
that are good for people and the planet.

For more information on Foster Gamble, the 
Thrive Movement and Solutions for the World 
please visit www.ThriveMovement.com.

Inspirational Education Quotes 
From Great Intellectual Minds 

"Education must 
enable one to sift 
and weigh evi-
dence, to discern 
the true from the 
false, the real 
from the unre-
al, and the facts 
from the fiction.  
The function of 

education, therefore is to teach one to think in-
tensively and to think critically." Martin Luther 
King Jr.

"Education isn't about 
how much you have com-
mitted to memory, or even 
how much you know.  It's 
about being able to dif-
ferentiate between what 
you know and what you 
don't." - Anatole France

"With a school in 
the Cloud, chil-
dren can come and 
learn what they 
want…. Teachers 
are available on 
Skype if they need 
help. This way ed-
ucation can reach 
remote areas" - 

Sugata Mitra

"Education is noth-
ing without content. 
At Fundaci—n Pro-
acceso ECO, we 
teach people how 
to use the computer, 
use the internet, of-
fice software and in 
48 hours we create 
global citizens." - 
Aleph Molinari
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“Live as if you were to die tomorrow. Learn as 
if you were to live forever.”
- Mahatma Gandhi

“Study without desire 
spoils the memory, and 
it retains nothing that it 
takes in.” 
- Leonardo da Vinci

“ E d u c a t i o n 
is the ability 
to listen to al-
most anything 
without losing 
your temper or 
your self-confi-

dence.” - Robert Frost
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"The secret in education 
lies in respecting the pupil." 
- Ralph Waldo Emerson

“I teach the way 
that I wish I was 
taught. The video 
lectures are com-
ing from me, an 
actual human be-

ing who is fascinated by the world around him." 
- Salman Khan

“I have never let my 
schooling interfere with 
my education.” - Mark 
Twain

“Self-Education is the 
most powerful weapon 
which you can use to 
change the world.” Nel-
son Mandela
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"We can not teach 
people anything, 
we can only help 
them discover it for 
themselves." - Gali-
leo Galilei

~By Ty Loomis & Matt McKinney - Former Pro Vol-
leyball Athletes & Co-founders of IntellectualRevolu-
tion.tv 
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Authoritarian Sociopathy
By Davi Barker

MANY anarchists and libertarians will eagerly 
study the psychology of tyrants, dubbed “Au-
thoritarian Sociopathy,” in an effort to know 
their enemy in the battlefield of politics. Get-
ting into the minds of our enemy is regarded as 
a strategy, a means to a political end… and an 
end to politics. However, I would suggest that 
the mind of our enemy is the battlefield itself, 
and politics is merely one of many strategies. 
We cannot fight the State with votes, or with 
cameras, or even with rifles, because factually 
the State only exists in the mind.

The common definition for the State is a “mo-
nopoly on violence.” This was originally coined 
by German political philosopher Max Weber in 
1919, affirmed by Austrian economist Murray 
Rothbard in his book Anatomy of the State, and 
even recently echoed by authoritarian sociopath 
Barack Obama. This definition is seldom dis-
puted, even by the agents of the State. However, 
as surely as a pickpocket can knife you in the 
ribs, the State does not factually enjoy a mo-
nopoly on violence. The missing component is 
an often overlooked, but all important adjective: 
legitimate. The State is a monopoly on legiti-
mate violence, and legitimacy is the only thing 
distinguishing a tax collector from a pickpock-
et, a police officer from a vigilante, or a soldier 
from a paid murderer. Legitimacy is an illusion 
in the mind without which the State does not 
even exist.

This illusion not only exists in the minds of the 
authoritarians. It exists in the minds of every 
subject they oppress. And every place that this 
illusion finds safe harbor is a trench in the field 
of battle.

Power and Obedience

For those interested in the science behind au-
thoritarian sociopathy no studies are more poi-
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gnant, or more chilling in their ramification than 
the Milgram Experiment and the Stanford Pris-
on Experiment. But their sentiment was perhaps 
best expressed by Thomas Jefferson in an often 
overlooked passage of the Declaration of Inde-
pendence:

“All experience hath shewn, that mankind 
are more disposed to suffer, while evils 
are sufferable, than to right themselves by 
abolishing the forms to which they are ac-
customed.”

After World War II the world stood in shock and 
horror as the details of the Holocaust came to 
light. Jew, Gypsies, Homosexuals and virtually 
anyone deemed an enemy of the state were put 
to death by the Nazis. The constant, even robot-
ic refrain from these soldiers during the Nurem-
berg Trials was “I was just following orders.” 
As the world cried, “Never again!” Stanley 
Milgram, a Yale University psychologist asked, 

“how did this happen in the first place?” The 
Milgram Experiment was designed to measure 
the willingness of otherwise psychologically 
healthy people to obey the unethical orders of 
an authority figure. His shocking results were 
published in the 1974 book, Obedience to Au-
thority: An Experimental View.

In the Milgram Experiment participants were di-
vided into “teachers” and “learners” and placed 
in separate rooms. They could communicate, 
but could not see each other. The experimenter 
instructed the “teachers” to read questions to 
the “learners” and if they answered incorrectly 

Milgram Experiment

Stanford Prison Experiment
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to administer an elecro-shock of ever increasing 
voltage. The “teachers” were unaware that the 
“learners” were actually plants and the electro-
shocks were fake. The “teachers” were the ac-
tual subjects in the experiment. After a few volt 
increases the “learner” began to object, to bang 
on the walls and complain about a heart condi-
tion. After some time the “learner” would go si-
lent. If the subject asked to stop the experiment 
for any reason he was 
given a succession of 
verbal prods by the 
experimenter to con-
tinue. "Please contin-
ue," "the experiment 
requires that you con-
tinue" "you must con-
tinue," etc. Most con-
tinued after being told 
that they would not be 
held responsible.

Psychologists predicted only 1% of subjects 
would administer a lethal shock, but were utter-
ly shocked when 65% administered the experi-
ment's maximum massive 450-volt shock even 
though every subject expressed some level of 
objection in doing so. Some began to laugh ner-
vously. Others offered to refund the money they 
were paid for participating in the experiment. 
Some exhibited signs of extreme stress once 
they heard the screams of pain coming from the 
learner. But the vast majority were willing to 
administer a lethal jolt of electricity to a com-
plete stranger based upon nothing but the ver-

Continued from Page 29 - Authoritarian Sociopathy

bal prodding of a scientist in a lab coat. None 
of those who refused to administer the deadly 
shock insisted that the experiment itself be ter-
minated.

The Stanford Prison Experiment was a study 
conducted by Stanford University psychol-
ogy professor Philip Zimbardo to determine 
the psychological effects of prison life. Partici-

pants were screened 
to be otherwise stable 
and psychologically 
healthy and assigned 
randomly as either 
“prisoner” or “guard” 
to live in a two week 
long prison simula-
tion in the basement of 
the Stanford psychol-
ogy building. Guards 
were given uniforms, 
mirrored glasses to 

prevent eye contact, and wooden batons meant 
only to establish status. Prisoners were dressed 
in smocks and addressed only by the numbers 
they were issued. Guards were instructed only 
to keep a fixed schedule, and that they should 
attempt to make the prisoners feel powerless, 
but they could not physically harm them.

The experiment was halted after only six days.

After a prisoner revolt on the second day guards 
began to display cruel, even sadistic behavior. 

Continues on Page 31 
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A system of punishment soon followed includ-
ing spraying disobedient prisoners with fire ex-
tinguishers, depriving them of bedding or rest-
room privileges, forcing them to go nude and 
locking them in “solitary confinement” in a 
dark closet. After the initial revolt, and a brief 
hunger strike, prisoners on the other hand de-
veloped submissive attitudes, accepting physi-
cal abuse, and readily following orders from the 
“guards” to inflict punishments on each other. 
They even engaged in horizontal discipline to 
keep each other in line. One prisoner began 
showing signs of mental breakdown after only 
36 hours, yet they stayed even though they were 
all made aware that they could stop the experi-
ment at any time. As Zimbardo explained, both 
prisoners and guards had fully internalized their 
new identities.

Zimbardo ultimately halted the experiment 
when he realized that his judgment had been 
compromised by being sucked in to his role as 
"Prison Superintendent" and he’d allowed abuse 
to continue that could be considered torture. His 
recent book, The Lucifer Effect: Understanding 
How Good People Turn Evil, details his findings 

Continued from Page 30 - Authoritarian Sociopathy

and how they relate to the torture and prisoner 
abuse at Abu Ghraib.

Ethical concerns raised by these results have 
made it difficult to repeat these experiments. In 
fact, under current ethical guidelines it’s almost 
impossible to study the psychology of power 
and authority at all. Still, there have been some 
more recent studies that flesh out the findings of 
these classic experiments.

What is clear to me from these experiments is 
that human nature is neither good nor evil, but 
essentially adaptive. If you take an otherwise 
good person and invent for them a role that in-
centivizes evil they will adjust to their new cir-
cumstances. And if you internalize “obedience 
to authority” as a core personality trait you will 
become capable of the worst forms of murder, 
and tolerant of the worst forms of abuse.

Power and Deception

Because of the new limitations the more recent 
experiments on authority are not as dramatic as 
the previous ones, but the implications of their 
results are no less startling. 

Dana Carney is a professor at Columbia Univer-
sity. She conducted an experiment intended to 
discover whether “leaders” and “subordinates” 
experience the same physiological response to 
lying. She found that power not only makes ly-
ing easier, but pleasurable.
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Participants from diverse backgrounds were 
subjected to a personality test that identified 
them as “leaders” or “subordinates.” In real-
ity the selection was random, but the fake test 
allowed them to believe their assignment was 
somehow deserved. Those randomly designated 
as “leaders” were placed in a large office with 
an executive desk and given an hour of busy 
work. Those randomly designated as “subordi-
nates” were placed in a small windowless cubi-
cal and given an hour of busy work. After this 
they engaged in a 10 minute mock negotiation 
over compensation.

After the mock negotiation half the “leaders” 
and half the “subordinates” were offered a crisp 
hundred dollar bill if they could lie to the exper-
imenter in the closing interview and convince 
him that they didn’t have it. The experiment-
er did not know who had the money and who 
didn’t.

For most people lying elicits negative emotions, 
cognitive impairment, physiological stress, and 
nonverbal behavioral cues, all of which can 
be measured. Video of the interviews were re-
viewed to identify behavioral cues, such as fidg-
eting or increasing the rate of speech. Saliva 
samples were tested for increases in the stress 
hormone cortisol. Tests of reaction time were 
conducted on the computer to demonstrate cog-
nitive impairment. And a mood survey assessed 
participants’ emotional states during the experi-
ment.

Continued from Page 31 - Authoritarian Sociopathy

By every measure liars from the “subordinate” 
class exhibited all the indicators of deception. 
They reported negative emotions, demonstrated 
cognitive impairment, increased stress levels 
and exhibited behavioral cues associated with 
lying. Liars from the “leader” class exhibited 
the exact opposite. By every measure they were 
indistinguishable from truth-tellers. In fact, it 
was discovered that they enjoyed reduced levels 
of stress, increased cognitive function and re-
ported positive emotions. Only “subordinates” 
reported feeling bad about lying.

Professor Carney speculates that authority could 
have a similar impact on other unethical behav-
ior with similar physiological responses, such 
as cheating, stealing, exploitation, reckless be-
havior and even political corruption. She con-
cludes, “Power will lead to increases in inten-
sity and frequency of lying.”

In other words, lying comes easier, and may be 
inherently more pleasurable, to those in a po-
sition of authority, even fake authority. Also, 
positions of authority not only attract dishon-
est people, but actually incentivize dishonesty 
in people. So, going back to the Stanford Pris-
on Experiment, being a prison guard not only 
induces cruel and sadistic behavior, but also 
makes it easier to lie to cover it up. Returning 
to the Milgrim Experiment, being in a position 
of subordination induces a willingness to follow 
unethical orders, but also being in a position of 

Continues on Page 33 
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authority may make it easier, even pleasurable, 
to give unethical orders in the first place.

Power and Compassion

Psychologist Gerben A. Van Kleef from the 
University of Amsterdam collaborated with col-
leagues from UC Berkely to conduct an experi-
ment designed to identify how power influences 
someone’s emotional reactions to the suffering 
of others.

Unlike the previous experiments we’ve dis-
cussed, where participants were randomly se-
lected for “high-power” and “low-power” roles, 
in this experiment participants from diverse 
backgrounds filled out a questionnaire about 
their own sense of power in their actual lives. 
Subjects were randomly paired off to take turns 
sharing stories in which they experienced great 
pain, or emotional suffering.

During the exchange both participants were 
hooked up to electrocardiogram (ECG) ma-
chines which measured stress levels, and after 
the exchange they all filled out a second ques-
tionnaire describing their own emotional expe-
rience, and what they perceived of their part-
ner’s emotional experienced.

The results were unmistakable.

For starters, increased stress readings in the sto-
ry teller correlated with increased stress read-

Continued from Page 32 - Authoritarian Sociopathy

ings in low-power 
listeners, but not 
in high-power lis-
teners. In other 
words, low-pow-
er individuals re-
spond to the suffering of others with emotional 
reciprocity, but high-power individuals experi-
ence greater emotional regulation, or detach-
ment.

According to self-reporting after the experi-
ment, high-power individuals feel less compas-
sion than low-power individuals, which you 
might expect. But there were other interesting 
results in the post analysis. High-power listen-
ers were unmotivated to empathize with their 
partner. In other words, they saw the emotions 
of others, but they just didn't care. This could 
explain why high-power listeners don’t experi-
ence emotional reciprocity. They simply don’t 
care about other people’s suffering.

Also, story tellers with high-power listeners 
reported higher distress than story tellers with 
low-power listeners. This could indicate that 
high-power individuals suffer in their interper-
sonal relationships because their lack of com-
passion actually exacerbates the suffering of 
those around them.

After the experiment, researchers inquired about 
whether participants would like to stay in touch 

Continues on Page 34 



34

34

September 2013

with their partners. As you might expect, the 
low-power subjects liked the idea, but the high-
power subjects didn’t.

Now... lets speculate.

In the Stanford Prison Experiment we saw sub-
jects randomly appointed as “high-power” in-
dividuals torture subjects randomly appointed 
as “low-power” individuals. This research may 
explain why. Once they had a taste of power 
they simply no longer experienced reciprocal 
emotions with those who were powerless. And 
worse, the lack of compassion of the “guards” 
would have exacerbated the suffering experi-
enced by the “prisoners.”

How can we apply these findings to the Mil-
gram Experiment scenario, where an authority 
orders a subordinate to murder a stranger? We 
already know that 65% of subordinates in that 
experiment obeyed orders that they viewed as 
unethical. In this case the authority is the “high-
power” individual, the subordinate is the “low-
power” individual, and the stranger is the one 
who suffers. So, we can speculate that the au-
thority will feel less compassion for the suffer-
ing of the victim, which would make giving the 
lethal order easier for him (maybe even pleasur-
able). But we can also reason that the authority is 
less likely to feel compassion for the emotional 
distress of the subordinate. That means that the 
person making the life or death decision is the 
one the most cut off from its consequences.

Continued from Page 33 - Authoritarian Sociopathy

But here’s where it gets sick. The subordinate, a 
“low-power” individual, has no such emotional 
detachment. As we saw in the Milgram Experi-
ment, some of the subordinates “exhibited signs 
of extreme stress.” The subordinate is stuck in 
the impossible position of both being condi-
tioned to obey the authority, and empathizing 
with the victim. Is it any wonder why we see 
high instances of suicide and post-traumatic 
stress disorder among soldiers, but not among 
the ranking officers who give them their orders?

Power and Hypocrisy

It has become almost a cliche that the most out-
spoken anti-gay politicians are in fact closet ho-
mosexuals themselves, and the champions of 
“traditional family values” are engaged in ex-
tramarital affairs. Nothing is more common than 
the fiscal conservative who demands ridiculous 
luxuries at the taxpayer’s expense, or the anti-
war progressive who takes campaign donations 
from the military industrial complex. Well, now 
it seems there’s some science behind the hypoc-
risy of those in power.

Joris Lammers, from Tilburg University, and 
Adam Galinsky of Kellogg School of Manage-
ment have conducted a battery of experiments 
designed to test how having a sense of power 
influenced a person’s moral standards, specifi-
cally whether or not they were likely to behave 
immorally while espousing intolerance for the 
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behavior of others. In each of five experiments 
the method of inducing a powerful feeling, and 
the method of determining these double stan-
dards was different, but in every one the results 
were the same. Powerful people judge others 
more harshly but cheat more themselves. But 
what’s especially interesting is his last experi-
ment where distinguishing between legitimate 
power and illegitimate power garnered the op-
posite results.

The first experiment was designed to deter-
mine the discrepancy between the subject’s 
expressed standards and their actual behavior. 
As in previous experiments subjects were ran-
domly assigned to a high-power or low-power 
class. To induce these feelings “high-power” 
subjects were asked by experimenters to recall 
an experience where they felt a sense of power. 
Meanwhile, “low-power” subjects were asked 
by experimenters to recall an experience where 
they felt powerless. Each subject was asked to 
rate how egregious a moral infraction they con-
sidered cheating. Then they were given an op-
portunity to cheat at dice. They were promised 
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some number of lottery tickets equal to the roll 
of two dice, and then allowed to self report their 
roll. The high-power subjects reported consid-
ering cheating a higher moral infraction than 
low-power subjects, but were also more likely 
to cheat themselves.

In the second experiment participants were 
made to conduct a mock-government with half 
randomly given high-power roles which gave 
orders and half randomly given low-power roles 
which take orders. Then each group was asked 
about their feelings about minor common traffic 
violations, such as speeding, or rolling through 
stop signs. As expected, high-power subjects 
were more likely to give themselves permission 
to the bend the rules if they were running late 
for an important meeting, but less likely to af-
ford other drivers the same leniency.

In the third experiment participants were divid-
ed as in the first experiment, by either recalling 
a personal experience where they felt powerful 
or powerless. Then each group was asked about 
their feelings about minor common tax evasions, 
such as not declaring freelance income on your 
taxes. As expected, high-power subjects were 
more likely to bend the rules for themselves, but 
less likely to afford others the same leniency.

In the fourth experiment the sense of power was 
manipulated in an unusual way. All participants 
were asked to fill out a series of word puzzles. 
Half the participants were randomly given word 
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searches that contained high-power words, such 
as “authority” and half were randomly given 
word searches that contained low-power words, 
such as “subjugation.” Then all participants 
were asked about their feelings about keeping 
a stolen bike that was found abandoned in the 
road. As in all experiments, even with such a 
minor insignificant power disparity, those in the 
high-power group were more likely to say they 
would keep the bike, but also that others had an 
obligation to seek out the rightful owner, or turn 
the bike over to the police.

The fifth and final experiment yielded, by far, 
the most interesting results of all the experi-
ments we’ve discussed, and it is my hope that 
this is the direction that this type or research 
takes in the future. The feeling of power was in-
duced the same as the first and third experiment, 
where participants were asked to describe their 
own experience of power in their own life, with 
one important distinction. In this experiment the 
“high-power” class was divided into two, one 
group which was asked to describe an experi-
ence where they felt their power was legitimate 
and deserved, and one group which was asked 
to describe an experience where they felt their 
power was illegitimate and undeserved.

The hypocrisy results found in the previous four 
experiments emerged only when high-power 
subjects viewed their power as legitimate. Those 
who viewed their power as illegitimate actually 
gave the opposite results, a sort of anti-hypoc-
risy, which researchers dubbed, “hypercrisy.” 
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They were harsher about their own transgres-
sions, and more lenient toward others.

This discovery could be the silver bullet that 
society has been searching for to put down the 
werewolf of political corruption. The research-
ers speculate that the vicious cycle of power and 
hypocrisy could be broken by attacking the le-
gitimacy of power, rather than the power itself. 
As they write in their conclusion:

“A question that lies at the heart of the so-
cial sciences is how this status-quo (power 
inequality) is defended and how the pow-
erless come to accept their disadvantaged 
position. The typical answer is that the 
state and its rules, regulations, and mo-
nopoly on violence coerce the powerless 
to do so. But this cannot be the whole an-
swer...

Our last experiment found that the spiral 
of inequality can be broken, if the illegiti-
macy of the power-distribution is revealed. 
One way to undermine the legitimacy of 
authority is open revolt, but a more subtle 
way in which the powerless might curb self 
enrichment by the powerful is by tainting 
their reputation, for example by gossip-
ing. If the powerful sense that their unre-
strained self enrichment leads to gossip-
ing, derision, and the undermining of their 
reputation as conscientious leaders, then 
they may be inspired to bring their behav-
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ior back to their espoused standards. If 
they fail to do so, they may quickly lose 
their authority, reputation, and— eventu-
ally—their power.

We have seen that those given power are more 
likely to lie, cheat and steal with impunity while 
also being harsher in their judgments of others 
for doing these things. We have seen that those 
given power feel less compassion for the suffer-
ing of others, and are even capable of the tor-
ture and murder of innocent people. What’s per-
haps most disturbing is that we have seen that 
these sociopathic tendencies have been fostered 
in otherwise psychologically healthy people. In 
other words, the problem is not that sociopaths 
are drawn to positions of authority, but that po-
sitions of authority draw out the sociopath in 
everyone. But this final experiment offers some 
hope that authoritarian sociopathy can not only 
be stopped, but driven into reverse, not by vio-
lence or revolution, but simply by undermining 
their sense of legitimacy.

Reclaiming Lost Ground

Nothing has changed the public’s perception of 
the legitimacy of authority more than the Stan-
ford Prison Experiment and the Milgram Exper-
iment. Yet, even those who eagerly trumpet the 
results of those experiments have likely never 
heard of this other research. Because of the 
changes to the ethical guidelines research on au-
thority has been neutered. It is far less dramatic, 
and as a result has had much less impact on the 

culture. The study of authoritarian sociopathy 
has been relegated to the water cooler banter of 
academics, where it’s disruptive power is mini-
mized.

As anarchists and libertarians we must be will-
ing to do whatever it takes to manifest a free 
society, even if it’s illegal, as long as it’s ethi-
cal. If the illegitimate ethical guidelines of leg-
acy institutions hamstring meaningful research 
on authoritarian sociopathy then it is time for 
us to cast off such restrictions, and devise our 
own guidelines consistent with our own ethics. 
If court professors will not spread their findings 
beyond their classrooms and peer reviewed jour-
nals then it is time to conduct our own renegade 
psychological experiments, to show the world 
beyond doubt that power corrupts absolutely.

To win the battle for freedom we must reclaim 
the ground where the legitimacy of tyranny 
hides: the mind.

Davi Barker is a writer, artist, merchant, and speaker 
but more importantly he is an advocate of peace, inde-
pendence and liberation from the State. He is the editor 
of DailyAnarchist.com, the Campaign Navigator of Bit-
coinNotBombs.com, the proprietor of ShinyBadges.com, 
a marketing agent for SilverCircleMovie.com and the as-
sistant director or Muslims4Liberty.org. If you are inter-
ested in supporting or collaborating on the first renegade 
psychological experiment you can contact the author at 
Davi@BitcoinNotBombs.com

Continued from Page 36 - Authoritarian Sociopathy

http://www.freedomsphoenix.com/Magazine/140863-2013-08-31-authoritarian-sociopathy.htm
http://dailyanarchist.com/
http://www.bitcoinnotbombs.com/
http://www.bitcoinnotbombs.com/
http://muslimagorist.com/products/shiny-badges
http://www.silvercirclemovie.com/
http://www.muslims4liberty.org/
mailto:Davi%40BitcoinNotBombs.com?subject=


38

38

Make a Comment  •  Email Link  •  Send Letter to Editor  •  Save Link

September 2013

Simple Medicine That Works
By Byron Templeton - The Naturopathic Knights

“THE history of the use of water as a remedy 
serves to direct attention to an attitude of the 
medical profession which still persists, a simple 
agent such as water, which is cheap and easily 
available, is often neglected for a complicated 
system of therapy which is not so effective.”

~J.S. Coulter

Water is a simple medicine that works!  One of 
man’s earliest medical technologies was the ap-
plication of water to treat disease, and it is still 
being effectively used today despite the mod-
ern world of high tech medicine.  Hydrotherapy 
is the term coined for the medical use of water 
to treat disease and maintain health.  There are 
several medical disciplines and healers, modern 
and primitive, around the globe that use water 
as an effective modality for healing.  For exam-
ple, physical therapists use water in a mechani-
cal sense to heal sprains or strains, naturopathic 
physicians use water to help cleanse the blood 
and improve the function of eliminative organs 

like the kidneys, and Native American medi-
cine uses water for spiritual healing in the sweat 
lodge ceremonies. 

The history and science of hydrotherapy is just 
as diverse and interesting as its many forms and 
applications.  But, in order to keep this a sim-
ple and practical article on a basic application 
of hydrotherapy such as the heating compress 
instead of a history or science lesson, I’ll just 
briefly mention a few things.

The use of water as some form of medicine can 
be historically traced back to virtually all primi-
tive cultures around the world, but the forefa-
thers of naturopathic medicine perhaps brought 
hydrotherapy to much of what it is today with 
the water cure movement in Germany.  Vincent 
Priessnitz and Father Kneipp in the 1800’s were 
curing many acute and chronic diseases like tu-
berculosis, diabetes, and small pox using pri-
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marily hydrotherapy.  Their successes lead to 
the spread of hydrotherapy in America which 
was improved upon by such doctors as Dr. 
Lindlahr, Dr. Kellog, Dr. Carroll, and Dr. Dick.  
They continued to have great success treating 
disease with water therapy as do several current 
naturopathic physicians today. There is tremen-
dous historical proof that water is a powerfully 
simple medicine that works.  

Hydrotherapy originates from many differ-
ent places and practices.  It can be applied in 
many ways and for many different reasons, but 
what all hydrotherapy has in common is that it’s 
cheap, easy, accessible, and it works remarkably 
well.  Hydrotherapy improves the quality and 
quantity of the blood by thermotherapy which 
is the treatment of disease by the manipulation 
of hot and cold temperatures.  This use of differ-
ent water temperatures for varying durations of 
time has very powerful effects on human physi-
ology.  For example, a short hot treatment of 
less than 5min. can have a very stimulating ef-

fect on the circulation, but a hot treatment lon-
ger than 5min. can actually have a depressive ef-
fect.  Short cold treatments can increase oxygen 
absorption, carbon dioxide excretion, nitrogen 
absorption and excretion, tissue tone, peripheral 
red and white blood cells, and decrease blood 
glucose levels. 

One of the easiest physiological concepts to 
grasp about hydrotherapy is the pumping action 
that it creates with the blood and lymph vessels.  
The application of cold temperatures to the body 
causes the vessels to constrict called vasocon-
striction and the use of hot temperatures causes 
the vessels to dilate referred to as vasodilation.  
The alternation of hot and cold temperatures am-
plifies the physiological effects the water has on 
the body by creating this pumping action which 
greatly increases circulation and warmth in the 
tissues which then induces healing.  The greater 
the difference in temperatures of the water the 
greater the effect it has on the body.

Continues on Page 40 
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The heating com-
press that will be 
discussed works 
by these same 
thermal princi-
ples.  The com-

press is applied to the body cold initially caus-
ing vasoconstriction.  The body then naturally 
responds to the cold with vasodilation of the 
vessels which leads to the warming effect on 
the tissues.  This heat response by the body and 
warming up of the compress is why it’s called a 
heating compress.  As the heat increases, more 
dilation and circulation results and then evapo-
ration in the form of sweat eventually happens 
to reduce the heat which allows the heat to later 
build back up and start the cycle over again.  It 
creates a self-modulating treatment of oscillat-
ing hot and cold temperatures that have a strong 
tonic effect to the tissues which increases circu-
lation, decreases congestion, and removes tox-
ins.
 
Now that we’ve got a little bit of background, 
let’s get down to business, and talk about how 
we apply this easy, low tech, practical hydro-
therapy treatment called the heating compress.  
The heating compress is simply moist heat via 
a cold compress applied to a body part and cov-
ered with wool or flannel.  All you will need for 
the compress is a cotton cloth large enough to 
cover the area you’re going to treat and a piece 
of wool or flannel large enough to cover the cot-
ton cloth.  You’ll also need some safety pins or 
some other kind of fastening devices.  If you 

want a strong heating effect you’ll want some 
plastic garbage bags handy.  Have a few extra 
towels and blankets ready to just in case you 
need them, and last but not least the water at the 
desired temperature.
 
Here’s the set-up for the compress 
treatment: 

•	 Assemble materials ·    Make sure you’re 
warm and comfortable (hot foot bath if nec-
essary)

•	 Wring out cotton compress material in cold 
water so it doesn’t drip

•	 Apply compress to body part to be treated 
(wrist, knee, ankle, throat, etc.)

•	 To increase the heating effect cover the com-
press with the plastic garbage bags (recom-
mended for weakness, chilliness, or poor cir-
culation)

•	 Wrap with flannel or wool very snuggly so 
no air can circulate within the compress (pre-
vents excess cooling by evaporation which 
my increase congestion)

•	 Don’t wrap so tight as to cut off circulation or 
respiration

•	 Use safety pins or fastening devices to secure 
the wrap in place

•	 Keep compress in place for several hours, 
overnight, or until it becomes dry

•	 End treatment with a friction rub with a dry 
towel, dry area thoroughly

•	 Stay warm and Rest
•	 Use socks, gloves, hats, shirts, sleeves, sweat-
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•	 Tonsilitis
•	 Lymphadenopathy

Other Uses
•	 Boils
•	 Cellulitis
•	 Lymphangitis
•	 Pain
•	 Arthritis
•	 Sprains

Contraindications
•	 Too weak to react
•	 Body temperature below 98 F
•	 Over skin conditions irritated by moisture
•	 Abdominal compresses with increased heat-

ing effect by plastic garbage bags should be 
used with caution

This article is for informational purposes only.  Please contact 

a naturopathic physician or your primary health care provider 

before attempting to use the heating compress or any other 

form of hydrotherapy for the treatment of disease. Reference:  

Naturopathic Hydrotherapy by Wade Boyle, N.D. and Andre’ 

Saine, N.D.  

Byron Templeton is currently a medi-

cal student aspiring to become a Na-

turopathic Doctor and a pioneer in 

various health fields. Byron desires to 

progress naturopathic medicine while 

staying true to the philosophy, prin-

ciples, and practice of nature cure.
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ers, underwear, etc. as ready-made compress-
es and coverings

Here are some diseases the heating compress 
can be used for:

Chest Compress
•	 Acute Mastitis
•	 Chronic bronchitis
•	 Pneumonia (if fever is greater than 103 F 

change compress every ½ hour)
•	 Chest cold
•	 Early Flu
•	 Cough

Abdominal Compress
•	 Constipation
•	 Diarrhea
•	 Backache (make sure compress reaches 

around the back)
•	 Poor digestion
•	 Gas
•	 Insomnia
•	 Crohn’s disease
•	 Ulcerative colitis
•	 Irritable Bowel Syndrome
•	 Biliary Stasis

Throat Compress (Don’t wrap around neck; 
compress should be drawn across the front of 
the neck from ear-to-ear and fixed at the top of 
the head)

•	 Pharyngitis
•	 Laryngitis

Continued from Page 40 - Simple Medicine That Works
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years later America is not fully at that point in 
the marketplace?  If you want something done, 
do it yourself. 

Your government wants to have power and 
control over you.  There's no conspiracy.  Four 
years earlier, Garrett AiResearch and Williams 
Research Corporation created their own small, 
light-weight aerial mobility vehicles.  This vid-
eo shows the X-Jet in action.

Take Back the Future - X-Jet:

David Schaefer is a libertarian activist in the 
Phoenix area.
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Future Technologies Available Yesteryear But Not Today
By David Schaefer

IN 1978, a young Jack Nicholson promoted his 
hydrogen powered car on a Canadian broadcast 
television network.
 
Jack Nicholson's Car:

Do you find it incredible that a news segment 
north of the border was able to highlight a very 
attainable segment of "future" cars and yet 35 

http://www.freedomsphoenix.com/Magazine/141079-2013-09-04-future-technologies-available-yesteryear-but-not-today.htm
http://www.freedomsphoenix.com/Magazine/141079-2013-09-04-future-technologies-available-yesteryear-but-not-today.htm
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U-3Ql7G7qRc
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OPEN source works 
great for software de-
velopment, why not 
also for development 
of laws?  In open 
source software de-
velopment, a self-or-

ganizing group of volunteer programmers de-
velops an application cooperatively. This may 
include defining an application program inter-
face through which independent programmers 
can extend the functionality of the core appli-
cation by developing plug-in modules.  The re-
sulting application and plug-ins are typically 
distributed for free, or for a nominal fee.  As 
the user base grows, more developers are at-
tracted and extend the functionality of the pro-
gram further.  Although the developers receive 
little or no fees for their programming services, 
a large and growing user base creates demand 
for the developers’ expert services such as, for 
example, training, consulting, or simply using 
the software for various purposes.  Thus, devel-
opers are incentivized to create useful software 
for free distribution.

A similar model might be used to build a data-
base or “evolutionary canon” of laws for vol-
untary adoption by individuals.  A set of indi-
viduals that adopts the same law is defined as 
a community; no law is considered applicable 
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Open Source Law: An Introduction
By Jonathan Jaech

to a person until voluntarily adopted by her.  In 
this way, dispersed communities of voluntary-
ists can form around alternative sets of laws 
published in the evolutionary canon, without 
any need for formal agreements or other pre-
existing relationships between members of the 
community.  

Creating law around which communities subse-
quently form might be referred to as a “law first” 
model, as opposed to a traditional “communi-
ty first” model in which the communities first 
form and the law develops afterwards.  While 
the “law first” and “community first” models 
can happily coexist, the “law first” model en-
joys the advantage that laws cannot be imposed 
by an elite group of law makers.  By definition, 
in a law first, open source model, a person may 
adopt any law that is publicly expressed and not 
inconsistent with the core ethical principles of 
voluntarism, and no law that is not personally 
and voluntarily adopted by the person to whom 
it is applied is considered valid.  An elite can 
find no advantage in the law first model except 
what is achievable by non-coercive, honest per-
suasion.

Persons who cannot find a law to their liking 
in the evolutionary canon are free to write their 
own law and add it to the canon.  Disputes be-
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tween persons belonging to the same commu-
nity are handled by the law of the community.  
Disputes between persons from different com-
munities are handled by choosing or defining the 
applicable law according to a predefined “con-
flict of law” rule.  The conflict of law rule may 
be universally applicable to all communities, or 
particular to two or more specific communities. 

Conflict of law rules are an essential and poten-
tially complex feature of voluntary law, deserv-
ing of more detailed 
treatment than can be 
provided in this brief 
introductory essay. A 
prototype universal 
conflict of law rule 
has recently been 
published at www.
vlda.org, with com-
mentary.  A system of 
economically sophis-
ticated voluntary laws, logically connected by 
conflict of law rules, may support development 
of complex and economically powerful, inter-
linked communities of voluntaryists. 

Ethical laws are necessarily characterized by 
compliance with certain essential principles.  
Each school will ensure that the law it publishes 
complies with the stated ethical principles of the 
school.  The Voluntary Law Development Asso-
ciation (www.vlda.org) adheres to the principles 
of non-aggression, equality under the law, and 
statelessness.  “Non-aggression” means that the 
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use of coercion or fraud, except to the extent 
reasonably necessary to protect one’s person 
or property, gives rise to an actionable claim.  
Equality under the law means that the definition 
of personhood and the outcome of any claim 
cannot be predicated on arbitrary personal attri-
butes such as, for example, color of skin, sexual 
preference, gender, or genetic makeup. State-
lessness means total independence from any 
institution that claims or exercises a monopoly 
over the provision, adjudication, or enforcement 

of law.  Socially trans-
formative and many-
branched legal systems 
may grow out of this 
single ethical seed.  

In a fundamental sense, 
statelessness is merely 
a specific aspect of the 
non-aggression princi-
ple.  However, in a less 

fundamental sense statelessness means enforc-
ing a strict separation from statist institutions, 
even in those instances where the statist rule at 
issue does not directly offend the non-aggres-
sion principle.   Under the principle of stateless-
ness, dispute resolution forums applying vol-
untary law will not hear or consider any claim 
or defense based on statist laws, any more than 
statist law courts would apply voluntary laws. 
Enforcement mechanisms would likewise be 
strictly separate.  This separateness enforces a 
choice on claimants: enforce your claim against 

Continues on Page 45 
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other voluntary law society members using the 
mechanisms afforded by voluntary law, or bring 
your claim in a statist court and forfeit your rep-
utation in all voluntary law societies that em-
brace the stateless ethic.  

These core ethical principles cannot be funda-
mentally contradicted without destroying the 
voluntary, globally applicable and radically 
transformative character of the law to be devel-
oped.  However, reasonable differences of opin-
ion may exist at the margins, for example, over 
the precise definitions of “person,”  “property,” 
and other foundational concepts.  It should be 
possible to reconcile laws based on variations 
in the core ethical principles using conflict of 
law rules.  For example, a rule may specify that 
claims are generally limited to those possible 
under the law adopted by the defending party.  
Such a rule may ensure that each person can en-
force his morally preferred law against mem-
bers of the same community, without being sub-
ject to claims based on more onerous law held 
by members of other communities. 

Many different “schools” or voluntary law de-
velopment communities may form and publish 
systems of voluntary laws.  Such schools will 
find it to their advantage to avoid being isolated 
from competing schools, and may cooperate to 
develop universities of alternative legal schools 
in competition to produce laws of superior el-
egance and utility, while working out conflict 
of law solutions for as many scenarios as can 
be imagined.  At a minimum, to avoid isolation 
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and resulting irrelevance, schools will want to 
harmonize the organization of their own legal 
offerings with others, so that users may custom-
ize their laws by selecting laws from different 
schools without worrying about the laws being 
in conflict with one another.  Just about the only 
requirement that should be laid on individuals 
customizing their own laws, apart from reason-
able compliance with core ethical principles, is 
that whatever law an individual adopts be clear-
ly defined and free of self-contradictory state-
ments.  Individuals adopting a system of law 
that is self-contradictory should be held respon-
sible for any resulting ambiguity.

In the law-first model, common-law notions of 
judge-made law do not exist.  Judge-made law 
is nothing other than law imposed without con-
sent, and is therefore invalid.  That said, legal 
reasoning used to reach a decision based on a 
particular set of facts may be considered a per-
suasive but not controlling factor in subsequent 
decisions, depending on the reputation of the 
decision maker.  Likewise, published amend-
ments to the law are not effective for, or against, 
any person who has not specifically and person-
ally adopted the amended law.  These qualities 
suggest that voluntary law is likely to be con-
siderably more stable than statist law, because 
each amendment splits the community.  Volun-
tary law will not be adopted by large numbers 
of people until it is sufficiently mature to have 
developed claims, remedies and defenses at a 
level of specificity that a large number of users 
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are comfortable with. Put another way, volun-
tary law may be expected to develop relative-
ly rapidly (given adequate resources) with few 
adopters until it hits a “sweet spot” of general-
ly-preferred ambiguity and elegance.  After that 
point, the adoptive community swells rapidly 
and further development of the law may gener-
ally be limited to adjusting for seismic shifts in 
community circumstances or preferences.

The speed at which voluntary law can be de-
veloped and the power of the resulting law is 
entirely dependent on the quality of the human 
resources committed.  Early in the development 
process, financial needs are trivial and easily 
met.  Less easy to secure are the interest and 
participation of the greatest minds now work-
ing in the area of anarchist or libertarian social 
philosophy, law, and economics.  The author 
is well aware of his own limited abilities, and 
is only promoting the VLDA because he could 
not find anyone else doing something similar.  
Will some of the notable libertarian social phi-
losophers of our generation contribute any of 
their energies directly to this effort, or parallel 
efforts?  Signs point to yes, but it is too early 
to know for sure.  Whether or not any of the re-
spected thought leaders will directly participate, 
the success of voluntary law development will 
depend mainly on the passion, dedication, and 
writing abilities of the young.  It is their future 
livelihoods and prosperity that are most at stake.  
Whatever your age, if you have read this far and 
share any of the passion and vision expressed in 
this essay, consider this a call to action.  Simply 
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send an email to info@vlda.org with a little in-
formation about yourself and how you’d like to 
contribute, and I’ll be in touch.  Or just provide 
your thoughtful comments at www.vlda.org, 
send in your own laws for posting there, or post 
your laws elsewhere and send us a link.

The VLDA and similar efforts needs legal writ-
ers (anyone capable of good legal writing, re-
gardless of state certification), commentators, 
critics, website developers and administrators, 
promoters, translators, resource managers, and 
executive board members.  The VLDA is not (as 
of now) actually an association, incorporated or 
unincorporated, of any kind. It has no income, 
does not accept monetary contributions, and 
maintains no roster of membership. The VLDA 
is not a service provider, and does not aspire to 
be.  The VLDA aspires to be a grassroots, cu-
rated community of writers and reviewers, not 
unlike a wiki.  If that can be achieved, greater 
things may follow.

Among the great things that may follow is the 
flourishing of various independent voluntary 
law service providers, servicing the needs of 
communities that form around voluntary laws. 
Such services may include, for example, hosts 
of dispute resolution services, investigators, ju-
rors and judges of various types, record-keep-
ing services and registries, enforcement servic-
es, reputation certification services, advocates, 
counselors, and other service providers not yet 
imagined.  As high quality services are more 
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location of scarce resources should develop su-
perior technologies capable of being secured 
against violent expropriation by states and their 
antiquated wealth-destroying institutions.  Thus, 
individuals will be attracted to voluntary law 
societies to enjoy access to a quality of life, ser-
vices, and technologies as these things become 
of increasingly poorer quality for the subjects of 
state.  Once a certain tipping point is reached, 
the momentum towards statelessness may be-
come unstoppable.

To the skeptics of liberty, such visions are merely 
impractical dreams of a far distant or unachievable 
world.  Voluntary law development may therefore 
seem to be merely an academic exercise, albeit one 
hopefully directed to a practical and socially ben-
eficial goal.  Whatever the outcome of this exer-
cise, it is nonetheless worthy of our energies; it is 
an experiment directed towards demonstrating the 
venerable truths that the pen is mightier than the 
sword, and just words can change...

John Jaech on Declare Your Independence with Ernest Han-

cock (Hour 2)

This essay may be reprinted and used freely without permission 

under the Creative Commons 3.0 Attribution License, with at-

tribution to www.vlda.org or to the author. Jonathan Jaech is 

part of The Voluntary Law Development Association (VLDA.Org), 

which is dedicated to building, maintaining, and growing a de-

tailed system of alternative laws designed for voluntary adoption 

by individuals.
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dependent on expertise, ethics, efficiency and 
customer service than on great concentrations 
of tangible capital, small and nimble service 
providers may out-compete highly capitalized 
and vertically integrated companies.   With luck 
and perseverance, a rich eco-system of com-
petitive service providers may arise that, free of 
state restrictions, far surpasses the rather pitiful 
achievements of statist legal systems in bringing 
a higher degree of justice to human relations.     

If stateless society is ever to triumph over the 
state, it will be via the development of superior 
economic power by distributed communities 
with sophisticated trading relationships and sta-
ble alternative legal systems, coupled with the 
inevitable decline of social institutions based on 
the coercive power of social elites. The evolu-
tionary canon of voluntary law has the potential 
to negate social divisions, by accommodating 
a wide variety of non-sociopathic moral pref-
erences, instead of imposing one moral prefer-
ence on everyone.  The resulting social unity 
minimize waste and social disruption caused 
by political battles over the right to impose 
one moral preference on others, not to mention 
squabbling over plunder.  Meanwhile, a market-
driven level of specificity and sophistication of 
voluntary law should facilitate complex trans-
actions between diverse communities, enabling 
high degrees of labor specialization.  Coupled 
with disruptive technologies such as crypto-cur-
rency, crypto-identity, and other breakthroughs, 
networks of voluntary law societies operating 
under economically efficient principles for al-
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FIRST, at age 38, I woke 
up. I came to see that I’d 
been born into the third 
generation of a now four 
generation family that had 
been completely buffa-
loed by an apocalyptic re-
ligious cult. 

Things were not what they seemed.

Second, a few years later, I woke up again. I 
came to believe that the United States of Amer-
ica wasn’t necessarily the Land of the Free, like 
I sorta thought it was.

Things again were not what they seemed.

Third, I decided to go.

The religion I was born into was that of Jeho-
vah’s Witnesses. In this group, the accumulated 
writings and teachings are referred to as “The 
Truth,” and you call it The Truth constantly…

“How long have you been in The Truth?”

“How many people have you helped bring into 
The Truth?”

“Aren’t we just so GLAD we have The Truth!”
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But Where Will We Go?!
By Jonathan Lockwood

The Truth, The Truth, The Truth… I must have 
heard and used that term a hundred thousand 
times in my 38 years of believing it was The 
Truth. If you asked me back then why I was one 
of Jehovah’s Witnesses, I’d have shrugged and 
said, “Because it’s The Truth!” Big surprise, 
huh?

Similarly, I think most Americans really do be-
lieve they live, more or less, in The Land of the 
Free, The Greatest Country in the World, The 
Nation Where Government Cares More. With 
all due respect to some of the great things ac-
complished in the USA and to those who did 
think they were giving their lives for freedom, I 
no longer see things this way. I don’t care how 
many dramatic songs are sung or how many no-
ble stories are told, because I already learned 
how group-think, propaganda and self-decep-
tion work from my previous experience with 
that religion.

The next time an active Jehovah’s Witness 
is open to speaking with me about his or her 
doubts, I will have a sheet of paper in a sealed 
envelope ready to go. On that paper I will have 
written the words they are certain to ask:

“BUT WHERE WILL WE GO?!”

http://www.freedomsphoenix.com/Magazine/141250-2013-09-06-but-where-will-we-go.htm
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You see, Jehovah’s Witnesses are not just told 
their religion is the only correct one; they’re 
also taught that God has always worked through 
a specific, organized group of human beings on 
earth who have the answers. So if JWs don’t 
represent The Truth, they think, what does?!

I’ve come to see a similar tendency among those 
who ask me why I’m leaving the US. They’ll 
ask, “Well if you don’t think the US is the best 
place to be, WHERE WILL WE GO?!” It’s a 
good question; I asked it myself. I’m still asking 
it. But for me the right answer lies in accepting 
what I did about my former religion.

I no longer identify as a Christian, although I 
very much respect my Christian friends’ beliefs. 
But I’d caution anyone from a commitment 
to the idea that an organized group of people 
holds the answers. It will eventually disappoint 
you. I’ve found former JWs who’ve moved in 
a great variety of directions, any of them usu-
ally much more healthy than a high-control re-
ligious group. The trick is not moving from one 
group’s ideology to another group’s, but instead 
in learning to settle upon your own ideology, 
even if it’s just a simple one. This can be hard to 
do. For instance, because I was living by loads 
of rules, principles and doctrines that others had 
given me, I figured out I didn’t have many solid 
beliefs that were truly my own.

The idea that I held my own beliefs on morality 
and had the freedom to do as I chose within this 
religion…was an illusion. I’m 47 years old, and 

it’s really only been in the last several years that 
I’ve come out of this hypnosis. I’ve come to see 
I have the right and usually the ability to make 
my own decisions.

But when it came to leaving a dictatorial reli-
gion, I didn’t have to decide where I was going 
before I decided I needed to go. Would I find 
another organization that claimed they were the 
“sole channel of communication from God?” 
Would I go mainstream? Would I become an 
atheist? Those questions worked themselves out 
later. All I knew is it was time to split.

It could be that you don’t have a notion to leave 
the States; that you feel confident you can ride 
out the coming crash. I envy you. It also could be 
that the idea of leaving really burns within, but 
that you have so many questions about where 
to go and how to do it that it paralyzes you and 
you do nothing. It could even be that you have 
an attachment to this country that turns out to be 
a kind of illusion too.

To me, the trick again is not believing there’s go-
ing to be another “Land of the Free” somewhere 
that’s just perfect. Nor is there necessarily a par-
ticular guy or group who has all the answers. But 
there are LOTS of great people who’ve done a 
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pretty great job of pulling together LOTS of in-
formation on this, and it won’t take you long to 
find it from the comfort of your computer sta-
tion.

When it came to religion, I first started moving 
in the direction of bare bones Christianity. Met 
lots of beautiful people at that time. From there 
I discovered certain philosophies which some 
call New Age. That was cool. Now? I’m agnos-
tic. I don’t know, I’m okay with not knowing, I 
don’t think anyone else knows…but then again 
I don’t know!

When it comes to relocating, my first choice has 
been Chile. Perfect? No. In fact, while I sort out 
certain questions I have, I’ve decided to skedad-
dle first to San Miguel de Allende, Mexico. Is 
Mexico ultimately the best place to be? I don’t 
really think so, but this city does have some very 
nice things going for it, and it’s a great option 
for me right now. And over the course of the 
next year I’ll be keeping my eye on Chile and 
staying open to other options too.

Continued from Page 49 - But Where Will We Go?!

So what are the options? Let’s rattle ‘em off…

In Asia there are lots of great places to live. If 
you’re rich, you can afford to go to Singapore or 
Hong Kong. If you’re not, there’s Thailand, the 
Philippines, Cambodia, Taiwan. Many people 
I respect believe Asia is where the future lies. 
Lots of opportunities to start businesses and live 
inexpensively.

Australia and especially New Zealand are great 
places for Americans to expatriate. They speak 
English and, despite what you hear, there’s a fair 
amount of freedom there.

Central America? Lots of people love living 
there. There’s Panama, Nicaragua, Costa Rica. 
It’s warm, inexpensive to live and there are ap-
parently lots of pretty girls.

South America is exciting to me. I hear quite 
a few people talking about Ecuador, Peru and 
Brazil. Argentina would be great if their cur-
rency didn’t collapse every ten years or so. Uru-
guay is lovely, although friends tell me it’s not 
always welcoming to outsiders. Paraguay usu-
ally has no income tax; that’s nice! But it’s hot 
and humid as hell, and a friend of mind (try as 
he might) made it about 2 months there before 
packing up and heading back to Chile.

Yes, Chile. I was there for three weeks earlier 
this year, and that’s my hot pick right now. San-
tiago is a wonderful, safe city, and things just 
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seem to work there. The police are surprisingly 
uncorrupt, the government welcomes business-
minded Americans, you can incorporate within 
24 hours over the internet and central Chile will 
remind you very much of southern and central 
California, with vineyards, mountains and beau-
tiful valleys everywhere.

So why am I moving to San Miguel de Allende, 
Mexico? One, it’s a close and easy jumping off 
point for me. Two, although there are very dan-
gerous parts of Mexico, San Miguel is in an area 
that comes nowhere near the paths of the drug 
cartels and is statistically much safer than most 
major US cities.

Three, it’s cool! As one of the original US expat 
towns in Mexico, it’s crawling with Americans 
and Canadians; almost 20% of the population. 
As a result there are lots of cool bars, restaurants, 
clubs, stores, museums, etc. As one of the earli-
est Spanish colonial cities, it has a rich history, 
plenty of artists & musicians and marvelous ar-
chitecture. It feels like you’re walking through 
Europe, with narrow, cobble-stoned streets and 

Continued from Page 50 - But Where Will We Go?!

sidewalks. Although it’s a walking city, there 
are nice, modern taxis everywhere. It’s about 2 
bucks to go anywhere in town during the day; 
about 3 bucks at night. Told you it was cool!

Four, cost of living. San Miguel de Allende is a 
little more expensive than living in some Mexi-
can cities, but quite a bit less than where I live in 
Arizona. A friend who’s lived there for 12 years 
has determined that the average American will 
easily reduce his living expenses by one third. 
If you eat out a lot, maybe more. If you want to 
eat simply, you’ll just spend a few dollars, but 
a magnificent steak dinner with a glass of wine 
can be $10 to $17, instead of the $30 to $50 
you’ll spend in the US.

Five, weather. For me this was a biggie. If I 
were looking purely for opportunity, I’d go to 
Asia. But I simply cannot take very humid, hot 
weather. In San Miguel de Allende, there is no 

Continues on Page 52 
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month in which the av-
erage high temperature 
is less than 73—nor 
higher than 84 degrees. 
At night it’s usually in 
the mid to high 50s, al-
though it will dip down 
into the 40s during the 

colder season. It’s high desert, so although it’s 
not quite as dry as Arizona, it’s also not as hot, 
and the slightly higher humidity is just fine at 
those temperatures.

So there you go.

Are you taking a risk leaving the United States? 
I’d have to say, “yes.” But are you taking a risk 
staying in the United States? Again, “yes.”

When I left the religion, unfortunately my entire 
family and community of friends I’d known till 
age 38 were pressured to shun me as an “apos-
tate.” So, other than my beautiful daughter who 
sees things my way now, I don’t see or talk to 
my family anymore. A lot of people are shocked 
at that. I get it: it’s incredibly jacked up. But let 
me tell you, friend…it’s the best and most im-
portant thing that has EVER happened to me! 
It’s freed me in so many ways.

Some people who, like me, wake up about our 
former religion choose to stay in it. It’s too hard 
to rock the boat, they don’t want to lose their 
families and just can’t imagine those ramifica-
tions. I don’t blame them one bit.

Continued from Page 51 - But Where Will We Go?!

Further, if leaving the US is not something that 
makes sense to you, or is simply too hard, I con-
sider that completely understandable. But…if 
you’re staying ONLY because you’re paralyzed 
by all the questions about Where and How, it 
could be that you need to first explore the rea-
sons why you want to leave, determine how im-
portant it is to you, then do the research! It really 
isn’t very hard. Although there’s plenty of stuff 
to read and people to consult, you may have to 
shake the idea that somewhere else  there’s a 
“United States 2.0,” or that someone else is in 
a better position to make this decision for you.

Then, once you’ve made that decision, found the 
right options for you and weighed everything…
find some peace in the fact that you are the right 
persons—the only persons—who can make the 
right choice for you. No one else.

You’ve got this.

Jonathan Lockwood on the Declare Your In-
dependence with Ernest Hancock radio show 
(Hour 3): http://www.freedomsphoenix.com/
Media/141050-2013-09-04-09-04-13-jonathan-
jaech-jonathan-lockwood-mp3-loaded.htm

Jonathan Lockwood is a professional voice tal-
ent by trade, and moving to Mexico by choice. 
Visit his webpage at JonathanLockwood.Com.

http://www.freedomsphoenix.com/Magazine/141250-2013-09-06-but-where-will-we-go.htm
http://www.freedomsphoenix.com/Media/141050-2013-09-04-09-04-13-jonathan-jaech-jonathan-lockwood-mp3-loaded.htm
http://www.freedomsphoenix.com/Media/141050-2013-09-04-09-04-13-jonathan-jaech-jonathan-lockwood-mp3-loaded.htm
http://www.freedomsphoenix.com/Media/141050-2013-09-04-09-04-13-jonathan-jaech-jonathan-lockwood-mp3-loaded.htm
http://www.jonathanlockwood.com/


A story...

You live in a small village, in a very re-
mote country.  This country is isolated 
from many modern technologies with vir-
tually no communication to other cities or 
villages.  Your community has only one 
newspaper, owned by Bill Smith. Every 
family in the community has a car, and all 
cars get about 10 miles per gallon.  Wag-
es are low and gas is very expensive so 
the community takes up a collection each 
week and sends Bill Smith to the distant 
town to catch up on the news, bring fresh 
supplies and gasoline back to the remote 
village. Bill Smith makes an above-aver-
age income selling newspapers and sell-
ing gasoline to the local villagers. This 
has worked this way for 30 years and is a 
common routine.  Everyone in the village 
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A Parable of the World-Wide Energy Crisis
By M Crosswhite

has accepted and adjusted to this energy 
acquisition routine.

Now, Bill Smith has a secret. He is the 
only one who has visited the distant town.  
He has discovered that people in the dis-
tant town are no longer buying gasoline. 
In fact, they have discovered a new form 
of energy that is free.  People there travel 
wherever they want at no cost.  As long as 
Bill Smith keeps the people in this town 
ignorant of the fact there is a new type of 
energy, he can still sell gasoline to the re-
mote villagers and he is able to keep his 
above average income. Because he con-
trols the media and refuses to tell the local 
people about the new energy source, they 
are totally convinced buying gasoline is 
their only energy source.

Today, we are those remote villagers.  There ex-
ists today new forms of energy and technology 
that you and I are not allowed to know about.  A 
powerful Energy Cartel makes sure you never 
hear about it.

The truth is: We don't have an energy problem, 
we have an information problem.

Free energy technology already exists. Keep 
Continues on Page 54 
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reading and I will show you hundreds of current 
devices.  We can have all the energy we want, 
for free.  We just don't know it.

The new energy is clean, efficient, and environ-
mentally friendly.

The real problem of the world-wide energy cri-
sis is the withholding of knowledge about alter-
native forms of energy.

If the general population of the world knew 
the truth about energy abundance, we would 
not have an energy crisis today, and our world 
would be much different.

There currently exists a monopoly, an Energy 
Cartel of international energy corporations, 
controlling all mainstream energy sources and 
regulating the flow of information about any en-
ergy alternatives.

Monopoly energy is a combination of the fol-
lowing:  electricity, natural gas, propane, gaso-
line, diesel oil, coal, and jet fuel.

The allowed Alternative energies are solar, 
wind, and geothermal power, because the En-
ergy Cartel controls them as well.

Not-allowed Alternative energy is any energy 
that is not defined above, including zero point 
energy, radiant energy, low energy nuclear re-
action (LENR), magnetic motors, gravitational 
motors, noble gas motors, motionless electronic 

generators, and many others.

The energy monopoly generates enormous and 
unbelievable amounts of money each day for its 
owners (The Energy Cartel) by selling their en-
ergy to people and governments.  Any type of 
energy that bypasses this monopoly threatens 
the Energy Cartel and they fight vigorously to 
maintain this monopoly. 

The Energy Cartel's great wealth and power 
comes by keeping everyone ignorant of practi-
cal energy alternatives.

The Energy 
Cartel has used 
their massive 
wealth accu-
mulated over 
centuries to 
purchase all 
m a i n s t r e a m 

Continues on Page 55 
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media outlets including television, radio, news-
papers, and magazines.

As the owners of the mainstream media outlets, 
the Energy Cartel has total control of the media 
and they control the content that most people 
receive day in and day out.

Media executives are trained that only monopoly 
energy types are allowed in the media and there 
is no exposure to energy sources outside their 
control.  They create and promote propaganda 
that imply that monopoly energy is the only en-
ergy available.  They ensure any information 
about non-monopoly energy is dismissed, ridi-
culed, or hidden away from the general popula-
tion.  This is done is to protect the current en-
ergy monopoly. 

The Energy Cartel will go to any length to dis-
credit and bury alternative energy sources which 
they do not control.  They are not limited by 
laws and ethics.

The first thing that the Energy Cartel will do is 
to intimidate the inventor of a device, threaten-
ing physical harm to the inventor or a loved one.  
This intimidation is performed by hired thugs to 
discourage the inventor from discussing his or 
her invention with other people.  The goal of the 
Energy Cartel is that no one will know about the 
inventor's technology.

If the inventor continues to tell others about the 
technology, the intimidation is escalated, usu-

ally by financial means, or the destruction of 
property, including but not limited to the inven-
tion.

Finally, if the inventor persists, they will offer 
to buy the invention, pay for the inventor’s si-
lence, or resort to physical violence, up to and 
including the inventor’s death.

In the following link, you will find many stories 
where inventors were suppressed, disappeared, 
or were killed.  None of these technologies have 
become available in the marketplace: 

www.panacea-bocaf.org/energysuppression.
htm

One example of free energy suppression is the 
Daniel Dingel story.  Daniel Dingel lives in the 
Philippines, and has converted over 100 gaso-
line cars to run on salt water alone.  Mr. Dingel 
tried to give the technology to the Philippine 
government for all Philippine residents to use.  

Continued from Page 54 - A Parable of the World-Wide Energy Crisis
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But the Philippine President refused his offer 
because it would violate the terms of a loan from 
the World Bank. The reason: it would compete 
with the sale and use of OIL.

http://www.greenoptimistic.com/2008/02/10/
daniel-dingels-working-water-powered-car-
video/#.UhrGZX_NnKw

Here is a link from Patrick J Kelly and his book.  
http://www.free-energy-info.com/PJKbook.pdf

This book contains 2529 pages of information 
on over 196 Free-Energy inventions (at the point 
of this writing).  Mr. Kelly has compiled this 
list of alternative-energy devices over several 
decades.  Originally, he was disappointed at the 
confusing descriptions found in Patents, written 
by inventers who try to hide how their invention 
works.  He sifted through all the known infor-

mation about each device and wrote a descrip-
tion in layman’s English so he could understand 
how and why each invention worked.  He basi-
cally did this for his own use.  As others learned 
of his interpretations, his document has been 
made available online and you are encouraged 
to read it for your own understanding. 

Education is the key

When a critical mass of people discovers alter-
native energy, the Energy Cartel is finished and 
their power is destroyed.  I became aware of 
the alternative energy through the story of Stan 
Meyers who drove a dune buggy across the USA 
with only water as fuel.  Video can be found at:

h t t p s : / / w w w . y o u t u b e . c o m /
watch?v=984OWabCtW8

I never knew how much I did not know until 
I began researching alternative energy and at-
tending alternative energy conferences.  When 
you meet people with similar interests and be-
gan talking with them, you discover how little 
you know.

Continued from Page 55 - A Parable of the World-Wide Energy Crisis
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I have met so many interesting people during 
the last four or five years as I attended confer-
ences. I’ve met people who have done amazing 
things that I never considered, for example:

I met John Milewski, who uses brown beer bot-
tles to create gold.  He uses a microwave oven 
to zap brown beer bottles causing gold to con-
denses onto the melted glass from the air.

h t t p s : / / w w w . y o u t u b e . c o m /
watch?v=HZBCgPuvmzI

h t t p s : / / w w w . y o u t u b e . c o m /
watch?v=HNPJOZj08-U

And another fellow, Brian Besco, uses copper 
wire and bends it into geometrical shapes.  These 
geometrical shapes vibrate with the earth’s res-
onant frequency to produce positive biological 
energy for health.

http://www.twistedsage.com/Pages/default.
aspx

Continued from Page 56 - A Parable of the World-Wide Energy Crisis

Another fellow Clayton Nolte, created struc-
tured water using PVC spheres where water 
passes between these spheres and changes the 
angles where the hydrogen atom attaches to the 
oxygen atom.

http://www.naturalactiontechnologies.com/

I have learned that it is possible to run a mo-
tor off of a battery that will drive a lawnmower 
while charging additional battery.

I learned of alternative living structures such as 
yurts, cob homes, earth ships, etc.

http://www.yurts.com/

h t t p s : / / w w w . y o u t u b e . c o m /
watch?v=L9jdIm7grCY
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I have seen Lawnmower motors running on 
Mountain Dew, battery acid, and water.

http://geetinternational.com/

Now that I have shown you some of the Free-
Energy technologies, are you satisfied with the 
current situation?  Are you happy paying the 
Energy Cartel their High prices for polluting 
technology?

Free Energy Technology is available, research it 
yourself, talk to others and spread the word.
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Attending conferences is one of the best ways 
to spread ideas.  The ideas are like a virus that 
spreads at conferences and infects the minds of 
people who attend.

I saw a motor (Papp Motor) that would run with-
out input or output valves with a fuel that lasts 
a whole year on 10 cents worth of noble gases.

h t t p s : / / w w w . y o u t u b e . c o m /
watch?v=3kQ9MdoKT7I

Health devices are seen with pulsing lights of 
specific frequencies to kill pathogens within the 
body.

http://www.edskilling.com/

Continued from Page 57 - A Parable of the World-Wide Energy Crisis

http://geetinternational.com/
http://www.freedomsphoenix.com/Magazine/140862-2013-08-31-a-parable-of-the-world-wide-energy-crisis.htm
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3kQ9MdoKT7I
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3kQ9MdoKT7I
http://www.edskilling.com/


WHEN it comes 
to discussions sur-
rounding technol-
ogy, people tend to 
gravitate to circuits 
and wires and fail to 
consider other ap-

plications. One of my chief pursuits for the past 
couple of decades has been all that surrounds 
firearms. And the one thing I have learned with 
firearms is that if it works for you, don’t fix it.

As an instructor, it is important that I remem-
ber the platform does not matter as long as it 
functions and the person can work with it accu-
rately and reliably. Reliability is not a matter of 
opinion; the standard for tests of reliability are 
quite simple. A carry handgun should be able 
to cycle and accurately shoot 250-500 rounds 
of your chosen carry ammunition at ranges be-
tween 3 and 25 yards. This should be accom-

plished without single 
failure, cleaning, or is-
sue, regardless reason 
believed to have oc-
curred. A carry carbine 
should be able to do the 
same with the exception 
being distances, prefer-
ably 25-300 yards.
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The Technology of the Firearm and its 
Unchanging Nature
By Jesse Mathewson

Accuracy is also extremely important and is re-
liant almost completely on the person shooting, 
and to a small part on the platform. This is where 
training comes in and no amount of additional 
tools or special tactical accessories will make 
you a better shooter. When looking for a instruc-
tor, don’t look for the guy or gal that looks cool-
est; look for results. Go to your local IDPA (The 
International Defensive Pistol Association) or 
steel challenge matches and watch two or three 
in action. Look for the person who is balanced 
and flows effortlessly through the match. Odds 
are this person will not always win, however, 
they wont be far behind. This is the person you 
want to approach, and do so with an open mind 
and ears. Listen, learn and practice.

Firearms them-
selves are re-
ally just varia-
tions on a few 
simple prin-
ciples. Com-
bustion, com-
pression, and expulsion. Gunpowder, the basic 
component, is composed of sulfur, charcoal, 
and potassium nitrate. Modern gunpowders 
have varying burn rates and abilities based on 
the size of the cartridge case holding it and the 

http://www.freedomsphoenix.com/Magazine/140844-2013-08-31-the-technology-of-the-firearm-and-its-unchanging-nature.htm
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density of the blocks or flakes it is compressed 
into. The firearm is essentially a holder for the 
cartridge, which holds the powder and the bul-
let. While there are thousands of variations on 
the size, shape and characteristics of each fire-
arm, they are still just bullet slinging devices.

This technology will fundamentally change un-
til what is used as a projectile and propellant 
changes. What has changed over the years are 
sizes of cartridges, bullet types and as a re-
sult the size, weight and inherent accuracy of 
the machine holding these components, other-
wise known as the firearm. Some of these tools 
known as firearms are capable of shooting many 
rounds one after the other with only one trigger-
ing movement by the human in control. These 
are machine guns or assault weapons and while 
they seem to be quite dangerous, the reality is 
that in the hands of even capable individuals, 
these are generally not as easy to use as a good 
semi-automatic firearm.

The standard tool available for civilian use 
without special permits or licenses are either 
single shot weapons that must be reloaded be-
tween shots, or semi-automatic firearms that 
can discharge a bullet with each depression of 

the trigger. With the exception of either double 
barreled shotguns or single shot handguns and 
rifles, all firearms are some form of semi-auto-
matic in function. Even revolvers are technical-
ly semi-automatic in function; they fire a round 
for every complete press of the trigger. Where 
firearms really differ is in their cartridge capac-
ity as well as reliability and accuracy.

As anarchists, 
freedom seekers, 
or liberty-mind-
ed individuals, 
it is necessary 
to promote the 
proper educa-
tion and usage of 
firearms among 

those around us - especially our children. Some 
may disagree, however, since there is no state 
that is without its potential for violence as a result 
of war or mandate, and I would suggest learn-
ing to use firearms properly and procuring some 
for yourself. With proper care and storage, you 
can easily pass down quality firearms to your 
children and so on along with the ammunition 
that should be gathered in sufficient quantities 
for use. Proper storage of ammunition should 
include the following, and if you do this you can 
easily expect to have ammunition available for 
decades after the time you purchased it:
   
Firearms should be stored soaked in grease or 
damp with oil and wrapped initially in Mylar 

Continues on Page 61 
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gun bags that allow you to remove air, than 
place them in stainless steel or heavy plastic 
containers. Ammunition can be stored loosely 
in small watertight steel surplus ammunition 
cases with a couple ounces of desiccants mixed 

in with it. You can 
also store it in its 
original packaging, 
but just make sure 
that it is not dam-
aged or that it has 
been wet at some 
time. I prefer to 
store loose if possi-
ble simply because 
I can clean and dry 
the ammunition be-
fore storage. After 

storing it, make sure you label it properly with 
long lasting label markers or engravers. Lastly, 
you can place all of these protected components 
of the firearm, magazines, ammunition and mi-
nor tools as well as spare springs etc., inside of 
a large container made for that purpose, or made 
from parts purchased at your local hardware 
store.    
 
The end result is that even with advances in 
technology, a firearm is a significant advance-
ment from bow and arrows, spears and swords. 

Continued from Page 60 - The Technology of the Firearm and its Unchanging Nature

It pays to be ready and willing to learn to ensure 
one becomes capable of passing on proper life 
saving information to their children. The use of 
firearms is a martial art, and it can be used to 
feed you and your family or defend the same. 
What are you doing to ensure you stay safe?

Free the mind and the body will follow

Jesse Mathewson is the author of the popular 
blog, jessetalksback.com and provides com-
mentary to many varied places based on a 
background that includes education in criminal 
justice, history, religion and even insurgency 
tactics and tactical training. He is also co-host 
of the Outright Arizona Podcast.  His current 
role in his community is as an organizer of sorts 
and a preacher of community solidarity. As a 
voluntaryist and atheist his life is seen as crazy 
and wild by many, though once they get to know 
him most realize he is a bluntly honest individ-
ual who will give you the shirt off his back if he 
believes it is necessary to help you.   

http://www.freedomsphoenix.com/Magazine/140844-2013-08-31-the-technology-of-the-firearm-and-its-unchanging-nature.htm
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AzAquadome Project Update

OUR experience with “The MoneyDome” 
gave us the confidence to connect two domes so 
that we could experiment with Aquaponic grow 
beds and float beds in one dome and vertically 
oriented growing in the other dome. The verti-
cal growing dome will also have a double sink 
wash station/counter and free standing Prep Is-
land that will also be used for entertaining in my 
food producing ‘Man Dome’ :)

I sewed the canopy for the MoneyDome (for in-
formation on how the math was accomplished 
on this please check the links available on the 
MoneyDome construction page) but I decided 
to go with moveable panels in the shape of tri-
angles so that we could customize for shade and 
make the effort more attractive for my neigh-
bors.

http://www.freedomsphoenix.com/Magazine/141266-2013-09-07-publishers-backpage.htm
http://www.azaquadome.com/
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http://www.freedomsphoenix.com/Article/111580-2012-05-11-the-moneydome.htm?EdNo=001&From=
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For the 6 weeks of  Phoenix’ Winter (maybe a 
little longer :) we suspect that we will cover the 
entire dome with transparent plastic for the de-
sired green house effect.

For the vertical growing we needed a new hub 
bolt design…

Several designs for vertical growing will be 
tested and each of the hub connectors can sup-
port hundreds of pounds so we plan on filling 
the ‘Vertical Dome’.

When we moved in Donna quickly became ac-
customed to running the Waterfall feature often. 
But the maintenance was even more than our 
swimming pool. I convinced Donna that I could 
maintain the waterfall feature, keep the water 
clean, grow some fish and vegetables while 
making the entire operation easier and cleaner 
than the maintaining of the ‘pond’… we’ll see 
how easy it is. But we are putting the time and 
planning into the effort early in the process with 
this goal in mind.

We are very fortunate that we had a more than 
large enough pond for the fish and that it was 
close to where we had our previous garden (that 
took a lot of work BTW). The side door that 
opens to the garden/dome area is our laundry 
room that is immediately next to our Radio/TV 
studio. This allows me to tend the Aquadome 
during my show’s commercial breaks. We have 
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also installed four color/infrared cameras that 
tie into our studio’s video switcher, along with 
a cordless microphone I am able to broadcast 
from the Aquadome and show our video audi-
ence what we are doing in real time. Aside from 
the ‘coolness factor’, this also allows us to com-
bine the AzAquaDome Project with the Radio/
TV show without additional video or audio ed-
iting since it will be recorded at the same time 
and will become a regular show feature.

The two blue poly barrels will be incorporat-
ed later as filters for the solids that are produce 
by the fish. For now we are ‘conditioning’ the 
water. In order to control the mosquito popu-
lation, Gambusia affinis a.k.a. "mosquito fish" 
have been added to the pond.  Mosquitofish are 
live bearing freshwater minnows related to gup-
pies. Adult mosquitofish measure 1 to 2 inches 
in length, and can eat 500 mosquito larvae a 
day!  They also eat wind-blown organic debris 
at the surface of the water.

We got our fish from the “Lily Pond Lady” for 
free and she was a very big help. Donna spent 

some time with her and made a new friend. We 
found that we shared many common interests 
and knew many of the same people working to 
become self-sustaining.

If you are diligent you can get these barrels for 
as little as $15 in bulk from Craigslist. The ones 
that we bought were used to transport tomatoes 
and when they are available we usually buy 20 
or more with friends and family to use for stor-
age of… everything.(While writing this article, 
a friend emailed me a link to a guy who has bar-
rels right down the street from us: http://www.
arizonabarrels.com/)

The barrel on the right is backup in case we need 
it for extra filtration. Our experts are concerned 
that we will have too many fish in our larger 
than normal pond for the Aquaponics. They be-
lieve that we could use this size pond for several 
times the amount of food we plan to grow. If 
we need more growing area we have a ‘winding 
river feature’ that connects to the pond where 
we could grow more plants,… Duck Weed is 
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good for cleaning the water and is great fish and 
chicken food. But we have two very large Pine 
Trees that shed needles constantly and must be 
regularly removed so that the pH is properly 
maintained… we’ll see.

The solids will be drained into a bucket. The 
pipe on the right side of the photo comes from 
the sump pump at the bottom of the pond. The 
water is pumped into the barrel and is directed 
straight up at an elbow in the center of the bar-
rel. A large pipe hangs from the lid and loosely 
slips over the one inch water pipe. This contains 

the water in such a way that the solids will settle 
to the bottom while the pumped water rises to 
eventually drain towards the Aquadome from 
the upper portion of the barrel.

The large pipe connected to the fence behind 
the barrel is now being feed directly from the 
pond’s sump pump. Later we will connect the 
pump to the barrel and the large feeder pipe will 
be lowered to the correct height and connected 
to the barrel. If we think the fish are overwhelm-
ing the system we can add the second barrel and/
or grow More Food.

Damn pine needles :)
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There is another water feature that feeds water 
to the pond that can be used to grow more food 
and clean more water.

I decided to use stones so that I would have a 
better chance of getting trace minerals into the 

plants for a healthier diet. We used volcanic cin-
ders for the bottom 2/3rds of the grow beds be-
cause they are much lighter and have a great deal 
more surface area for the growth of the bacteria 
that makes the system work.

The Naturopathic Knights were a big help, with 
several others, on “Rock Day”.
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The H2OPEsystem is way way cool. It has been 
using two 15ft. x 1ft. roll out solar panels and a 
small framed panel to power the system day and 
night (about 250 watts I think) Two 12v batteries 
are inside the unit along with water pumps and 
water filtration. We are going to be pushing this 
system to its limits to see just how much it can 
do for us. We plan on running all of the pumps, 
the double sink and powering the lighting sys-
tem day and night during the Phoenix Winter. 
I may have to trim some trees and other plants 
but the flex panels come with very long cords so 
I may even place them on the roof.

We have the H2OPEsystem in the grow bed 
dome for now but it will likely take a place 
of honor on the deck about 20 feet away from 
where it is now.

Continues on Page 68 

http://www.h2opesystem.com/


68

68
September 2013

The Plumbing… OK, the upper large pipe (like-
ly bigger than it needs to be but this way it will 
need much less maintenance) feeds the pond 
water into the lower tank. The return line goes 
directly back to the pond and prevents the tank 
from overflowing.

A pump moves the water from the lower tank to 
each of the grow beds where the water is con-
stantly flowing into the three rock grow beds.

When the first grow bed empties (more on how 
that happens in a moment… very cool BTW) it 
feeds the two Float Beds which then overflow 
from the second Float Bed back into the lower 
tank. Depending on the water chemistry we may 
have the Float Beds drain directly back to the 
pond via a “Y” connection in the return pipe.

Now for the cool part, the Grow Beds are con-
stantly being feed water. When they reach the 
desire height they automatically drain complete-
ly and start refilling again. I’ve included a link 
to a video that demonstrates this “Bell Siphon” 
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concept in just over 4 minutes.

h t t p : / / w w w . y o u t u b e . c o m /
watch?v=4hHRe3KJfoY  (Bell Siphon Demo):
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A search of YouTube for “Aquaponic Bell Si-
phon” will generate lots of variations on this 
simple device that works amazingly well… and 
is very simple and cheap to make

The plumbing is pretty simple… water from the 
fish pond is constantly pumped into the Grow/
Floating Beds and then regularly drained back 
to be recharged with new fish water. Ammonia-
laden water is processed to harvest helpful types 
of bacteria such as Nitrosomonas and Nitrobac-
ter. Nitrosomonas turns ammonia into nitrite, 
while nitrobacter converts into nitrate. Both of 
these nitrates can be used as plant fertilizer. For 
more information - http://home.howstuffworks.
com/lawn-garden/professional-landscaping/al-
ternative-methods/aquaponics1.htm

 
To help get the bacteria started my friend Brian 
Gallagher gave me a gallon of his Aquaponic 
water to add to my pond.
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The pH levels for the system are very impor-
tant and we have to get the system balanced. 
The rocks have an impact on the pH and if we 
get too high or low we could have stressed (or 
worse) fish and plants.
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To prepare for this we keep track of the levels 
with a tester kit and add Muriatic Acid over time 
until we get to where we want to be.
 

This weekend we will scrape back an inch or 
two of the rocks to get to the damp rocks and 
place a cotton ball on top of the wet rocks and 
then a seed on top of the moist cotton and re-
place the rocks.

The Float Beds are made of Styrofoam that I 
painted with white latex so that UV rays wouldn’t 
damage them. Chad is the owner of http://www.
endlessfoodsystems.com/ and is helping us ev-
ery step of the way and will show us how to 
properly use the Float Beds.
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I’m meeting with the superintendent/principal 
of my children’s old Jr./Sr. High School Monday 
morning to schedule classes for the Junior High 
Students so that we can document their learning 
along with us. We’ll be supplying them a small 
unit to maintain and conduct regular classes as 
part of our “Defending Archimedes” project 
that promotes the concept of Self-Sustainability 
at all levels of life, starting BEFORE puberty.

In a few days the water was too dirty and green 
to see anything. After we started the pumps run-
ning through the grow beds and added the small 
mosquito fish, the water began to clear immedi-
ately and has maintained a clear shade of emer-
ald.
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The large pumpkin leaves in the bucket are from 
Brian’s Aquaponics Grow Beds that he planted 
the same time as Donna planted the others in the 
soil. Donna’s sprouted 3 days earlier than Bri-
an’s but then his pumpkins got really big really 
fast. Brian suspects that the seeds were colder 
from the constant water changes, but he got re-
ally happy when he saw how fast they grew.

Weeks ago Donna bought eight Turkey’s for our 
family to ‘harvest’ this Thanksgiving.

Now they are much bigger and think Donna is 
their Momma. They are much friendlier at this 
age than the Chickens and they don’t mind being 
picked up and are friendly with the grandkids 
(lobbying for a reprieve I’m sure). For many 
years we have been talking about teaching our-
selves this life skill… we’ll talk about this more 
in the next couple of eZine Editions.

I am continuing to sew the triangles and am de-
termining the positioning with experimentation 
and observation

Below are the beginnings of our Pumpkin plants 
for our “Great Pumpkin Harvest Festival” the 
weekend before Halloween. We are inviting 
several food production organizations (perma-
culturalists, Fruit Tree advocates, Urban farmer 
organizations, neighbors, friends, supporters 
etc.) and we are encouraging the small chil-
dren to pick their own pumpkins from our fields 
where we planted the pumpkins below that we 
started weeks ago.
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 And as long as the Chickens keep laying eggs, 
eating the bugs, fertilizing the lawn and generally 
stay out of my way… I guess they’ll be safe for a 
while.

Peace,
Ernie
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