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Thirty-eight years ago, | picked up gardening as a hobby, a pastime that eventually led me to the challenge .
of farming the desert. | have lived in Tonopah, Arizona, the home of my all-natural fruit and vegetable farm
for the past fourteen years. il
=\
My property is a small five-acre farm. Originally, the intent was to farm using purely organic methods. Un-
fortunately, though, as large corporations and the federal government became involved with organic certi-
fication, small farmers such as me were being priced out of getting the “certified organic” label. A small

' farm must now pay between $400 and $1,400 per crop for certification, annual fees, plus the cost of the in-

spection which includes travel expenses for the inspector.

Growing everything myself, the produce sold at my farm stand is chemical-free and better than organic. | \‘

use NO pesticides of any kind, NO insecticides, ZERO antibiotics, NO chemical fertilizers, and absolutely ¢,

NO genetically modified organisms. Certain sprays and soaps are allowed in organic farming, but at To- fd,‘.’lv‘
nopah Rob’s Vegetable Farm | practice an all-natural method using beneficial bug warfare, green compost, * .‘,,l.-

natural fertilizers, and companion planting as my strategy and line of defense.

| employ thousands, possibly millions of beneficial insects on my farm. Over two-million lady bugs have
been released here, as well as thousands of praying mantis, over twenty-thousand green lace wings, and
countless wasps. Bees, spiders of all kinds, and even scorpions make up part of the troops. Other rein-
forcements such as lizards and whiptails, frogs, toads, snakes and iguanas patrol day and night, gobbling ',
up bad bug intruders. Hawks and roadrunners help keep sparrows, quail and larger insects away from my
lush mustard and turnip greens.
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Tonapah Rob’s Farm is a

tonopahrob com completely Natural, tobacco free, farm.
Tobacco is not

allowed on premises and

;; smokers are not to handle food.
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