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FreedomsPhoenix Digital Magazine viewing tips
By Nick Barnett

The Freedom’s Phoenix digi-
tal magazine has been opti-
mized and tested for use on the 
iPad with the “GoodReader” 
application. Since Apple’s 
products do not have native 

support for interactive publications, you have 
to purchase the application from the iTunes 
digital download store. You can either follow 
this link to be taken to the application purchase 
page or use your iPad’s AppStore and search for 
“GoodReader.”
 

Once GoodReader is installed, 
you can optimize your digi-
tal magazine experience by 
changing a few default options 
in the application. Launch 

GoodReader and click the settings icon (it looks 
like a little gear in the bottom left of the screen).  
In the “General Settings” tab, it is recommended 
that you set the “Asks for link action” option to 
OFF.  In the “PDF files” tab, you should ensure 
that “Horizontal swipe” is set to ON, and “Fit 
page to width (portrait)” is set to ON.

Once you have made the above changes, you will 
be able to swipe left and right to “flip” through 
the digital pages and the pages should appear 
as intended, just like a real paper magazine, but 
with modern paperless interactivity.

To obtain the Freedom’s Phoenix digital mag-
azine, launch GoodReader and click “Browse 
the Web.”  To get to this option, you may need 
to expand the “Web Downloads” sub-window 
found on the right hand column of the applica-
tion. When you click “Browse the web” you 

iPad/iPhone Andriod Device SmartPhone Other

will be presented with GoodReader’s internal 
web browser, just type in www.freedomsphoe-
nix.com in the address bar and hit “Go” on your 
iPad onscreen keyboard.
 
Once Freedom’s Phoe-
nix has loaded, click on 
“Magazine / Radio / TV” 
in the website’s naviga-
tion bar, then choose 
the option for “Online 
Magazine List.”   You 
may be prompted to en-
ter your Freedom’s Phoenix username and pass-
word at this point. Choose the digital magazine 
you wish to download and you will be taken to a 
page with a link that says “Download Magazine 
File.” Once you click this, GoodReader will be-
gin downloading the file. Once the file has fin-
ished downloading, you will be able to access it 
from the “Recent Downloads” menu in the  “My 
Documents” screen of  GoodReader.

The best software for all android 
devices so far has been the FREE 
software from the Andriod Mar-
ket: ezPDF Reader
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GOVERNMENT is in the 
business of preventing solu-
tions. It is an exercise in mon-
etizing misery, generating and 
prolonging crises, and making 
problems profitable for politi-
cally connected interests. The 
only things that government 

makes are criminals out of innocent people and 
corpses out of living human beings.

It is the market – the spontaneous process of 
voluntary, mutually beneficial exchange --- that 
identifies problems and generates solutions. It is 
the market that produces social progress, not the 
political government. The self-appointed role 
played by the political class is to impede such 
progress where it can – and, when that effort 
fails, to find some way to poach credit for those 
accomplishments as a prelude to confiscating 
whatever material benefits result from them.

This process was 
neatly encapsulated 
in Barack Obama’s 
sneering rebuke to 
the productive class: 
“If you’ve got a busi-
ness -- you didn’t 
build that. Some-
body else made that 

happen.” 

Obama is the very embodiment of the political 
class. On his collectivist reading of U.S. histo-
ry, it was through government intervention — 
not individual initiative — that “we created the 
middle class.”

“We rise or fall together as one nation and as 
one people,” he insisted. “You’re not on your 
own, we’re in this together.”

Like most people of his ideological bent, Obama 
either cannot or will not distinguish between so-
ciety — which is created through peaceful com-
merce and other forms of private cooperation — 
and the state — an anti-social artifact built on 
conquest, coercion, and confiscation of wealth. 
Government produces nothing; it is an exercise 
in pure consumption and the destruction of cap-
ital. As Nietzsche famously said, everything the 
State has is stolen.

Barack Obama — whose brow has never been 
moistened by the sweat of honest labor — knows 
literally nothing about creating wealth and val-
ue. As a politician, Obama is deeply committed 
to “community organizing” — that is, the cre-
ation of government-focused coalitions devoted 
to the forcible redistribution of the wealth that is 
created through the exertions of private produc-
ers.
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For Society to Recover, the State Must Die
By William Norman Grigg

A common refrain chanted by Statists is that gov-
ernment plays an indispensable role in providing 
relief to victims of natural disasters. After Hur-
ricane Sandy left much of New York and New 
Jersey devastated, the New York Times opined 
that “A big storm requires big government,” and 
triumphantly said that the disaster underscored 
the worthiness of the Federal Emergency Man-
agement Agency (FEMA).

Without FEMA, asked the Times, “Who would 
make decisions about where to send federal aid? 
Or perhaps there would be no federal aid, and 
every state would bear the burden of billions of 
dollars in damages?”

The newspaper’s editorial collective appar-
ently believes that the unfathomably wise and 
endlessly competent people managing the cen-
tral government are better equipped to fix lo-
cal problems than the people affected by them 
directly. They also appear to believe that the 
federal government, unlike states, can magical-
ly create money out of the ether. Historically, 
FEMA’s role in disaster management has been 
to retard the efficient delivery of relief offered 
by private agencies.

Displaying the same gift for State-worshiping 
self-censorship that had characterized the work 
of Walter Duranty – the newspaper’s Moscow 
correspondent who won a Pulitzer prize for 
covering up Stalin’s Ukrainian genocide – the 
Times editorial collective didn’t disclose the 
role FEMA plays in exacerbating natural di-
sasters by providing tax-subsidized insurance 
to people who build homes and businesses in 
flood and hurricane-prone areas. That perverse 
entitlement program, which benefits wealthy 
property owners in coastal areas at the expense 
of the middle class, was expanded by a mea-
sure signed into law by President Obama a few 
months before the arrival of Hurricane Sandy.

The Times likewise lost interest in the post-
Sandy reconstruction once the lights were back 
on in Lower Manhattan and politicians had held 
their self-congratulatory press conferences. Ac-
cordingly, its readers weren’t exposed to sto-
ries exposing the patent uselessness of FEMA 

http://www.freedomsphoenix.com/Magazine/123931-2012-12-05-for-society-to-recover-the-state-must-die.htm
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Continued from Page 4 - For Society to Recover, the State Must Die

as a relief agency. While politicians flocked to 
Washington to demand welfare boodle for their 
privileged constituencies, victims in Staten Is-
land, Queens, and other storm-ravaged regions 
received no help. When the region was hit with 
a severe Nor’easter shortly after election day, 
FEMA responded by closing its relief offices 
in order to protect its supposedly irreplaceable 
employees from being exposed to the storm.

Residents of a 
FEMA refugee 
center in Ocean-
port, New Jersey 
called “Camp 
Freedom” com-

plain that their living conditions resemble those 
of a prison camp. Not only were they left ex-
posed to the cold and deprived of promised 
amenities such as washing machines and hot 
showers, they were also cut off from nearly 
all contact with the outside world. They were 
denied WiFi access, not allowed to use smart 
phones, and forbidden to take pictures of their 
surroundings.

Many residents of Staten Island left homeless 
in the aftermath of Hurricane Sandy might find 
themselves literally living behind bars. Up to 
900 of the 5,200 borough residents who applied 
for FEMA housing could be warehoused in the 
Arthur Kill Correctional Facility, a shuttered 
medium-security prison.

This is the kind of 
“help” FEMA boast-
ed about when the 
agency announced on 
December 4 that it 
would need a budget 
increase.

In storm-wrecked areas of both New York and 
New Jersey, looting was commonplace, and po-
lice provided no discernible protection. Howev-
er, police continued to issue parking and traffic 
tickets, harvesting revenue on behalf of a gov-
ernment that has been manifestly useless in pro-
tecting liberty and property.

While thousands of his constituents left home-
less by Hurricane Sandy were still suffering in 
the cold, New Jersey Governor Chris Christie 

found time to make 
a self-aggrandizing 
appearance on Sat-
urday Night Live. 
He then informed 
New Jersey resi-

dents that taxes would have to be increased in 
order to pay for reconstruction efforts that have 
yet to begin.

As if this weren’t sufficiently aggravating, some 
residents of New Jersey’s Seaside Heights who 
saw their homes ravaged by the storm were 
slapped with a bureaucratic after-shock: They 
found demolition notices warning that their 

homes would be destroyed by November 30, un-
less they could repair the structural damage by 
that date. Residents would be granted a hearing, 
but faced fines of $2,000 a week if they couldn’t 
comply with the clean-up order.

The storms left many residents of Rockaway 
Beach in Queens without electricity, clean wa-
ter, or suitable shelter. Once the floodwaters re-
treated, many homes and businesses were found 
to be infested with toxic mold that can have – 
and, for many residents, has had – severe health 
consequences, including acute respiratory dif-
ficulties.

Immediately af-
ter the storm, New 
York Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg visited 
the area for what he 
expected would be an 
adulatory photo-op. Instead, he was confronted 
by several residents who bluntly demanded that 
he explain why little if any relief had been pro-
vided.

The situation had grown dramatically worse by 
the time Bloomberg paid a return visit on No-
vember 29. This time, Bloomberg was careful 
to limit his exposure by paying a brief, closed-
door visit with the editorial staff of the local 
newspaper – after which he was whisked away 
to a helicopter by a phalanx of grim-faced po-
lice officers.

This is the same Mayor Bloomberg who had 
actually forbidden private charities to provide 
food to homeless shelters and soup kitchens be-
cause it hadn’t been inspected by bureaucrats 
who enforce his draconian nutritional decrees. 
He is also the same municipal commissar who 
ordered police to break up a relief effort orga-
nized by Occupy Staten Island activists. Com-
missar Bloomberg ordered the police to strike 
after a photo was published on-line showing 
Occupy activists feeding FEMA workers – who 
not only had no food to provide to storm refu-
gees, but couldn’t even feed themselves.

Rather than vindicating the case for govern-
ment, Sandy and its aftermath underscored the 
consummate uselessness of government. For 
many people it has clinched the argument for 
abolishing the State – or at least it should.

At some point in any conversation in which the 
legitimacy of government is challenged, a Stat-
ist will dismiss such 
talk as the petulant 
complaints of some-
one who doesn’t like 
to pay taxes. The 
Statist, acting with 
smugly misplaced confidence in the power of 
cliche, will then deploy Justice Holmes' dictum 
about taxes being "the price we pay for civiliza-
tion."

Continues on Page 6 



Actually, taxes are the price extracted from us 
by those determined to undermine civilization, 
which is built on the peaceful, mutually enrich-
ing exchange of knowledge, goods, services, 
sound traditions, and culture among people of 
goodwill.

As Justice Holmes would have understood, had 
he not been a blinkered positivist and deranged 
militarist, taxation is what fuels the forces of 
barbarism -- the Warmakers, empire-builders, 
and practitioners of public plunder in all of its 
malignant varieties.

The "civilizing" deeds of such people are mea-
sured by the graveyards they have filled, the pris-
ons and gallows they have built, and the number 
of names listed in the obscene war memorials 
they erect in their own honor, if that word ap-
plies. All of these depredations are made pos-
sible by taxation. They are artifacts of the crimi-
nal enterprise called government.

By way of contrast, all of the genuinely civi-
lized functions of life -- those that take place in 
families, churches, the marketplace, and private 
associations of shared interest -- require not a 
farthing in taxes.

The Roman historian Tacitus fa-
mously lamented the work of im-
perialists who make a desert and 
call it "peace." In the same fash-
ion, tax-fed Kleptocrats impose 
systems of official plunder, cor-
ruption, and violence and call it 
"civilization."

“Very well,” our hypothetical (but tiresomely 
familiar) Statist will reply, “if you don’t like it 
here, why don’t you move to a country that has 
no government – like Somalia?”

We should only be so lucky!

There is more to what we might call the "Somali 
Model" than warlords and famine victims, and 
much of it could apply to reconstructing free 
society following the overdue collapse of the 
American State.

Between the 1960s and the early 1990s, Soma-
lia was the "beneficiary" of huge loans from the 
World Bank; by 1987, 37 percent of the coun-
try’s GNP was derived directly from such loans. 
Siad Barre, the Marxist Kleptocrat on whom the 
World Bank bestowed that beneficence, lived in 
opulent splendor even as the nation’s infrastruc-
ture rotted away.

Barre's regime collapsed in 1991, triggering a 
brief but bloody civil war among rival aspirants 
to succeed the tyrant. Starving Somalis offered 
irresistible opportunities for the purveyors of 
victim pornography, and saturation media cov-
erage of the famine led to a US-led, UN-man-
dated "humanitarian" intervention in December 
1992. That mission was soon redefined as a "na-
tion-building" exercise -- that is, an effort to re-
impose a standard-issue centralized regime on a 
fissiparous tribe-based society.
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As it happens, the famine was under control be-
fore the military intervention began, and the ef-
fort to inflict a government on the Somalis led to 
a great deal of entirely gratuitous bloodshed. So 
the UN mission folded its tents and left the So-
malis to muddle through without a government. 
And Somalis did more than merely muddle: Af-
ter suffering horribly under a World Bank-sub-
sidized central government, they flourished in a 
state-less society precisely because of the "ne-
glect" of the "international community."

In Somalia, "the very absence of a government 
may have helped nurture an African oddity — a 
lean and efficient business sector that does not 
feed at a public trough controlled by corrupt of-
ficials," wrote Peter Maas in the May 2001 issue 
of The Atlantic Monthly.

Without the instruments of state coercion to 
misdirect investments and suppress initiative, 
private businesses sprang up like blades of grass 
suddenly freed from an oppressive overgrowth 
of weeds. This in turn encouraged the develop-
ment of telecommunications, transportation, 
and shipping companies to serve the needs of 
the newly liberated private sector.

Internet cafes began to sprout in Mogadishu, 
which just a decade earlier had 
been the scene of astonishing 
bloodshed. Rather than re-build-
ing a state-controlled, taxpayer-
financed police force, Somali 
businessmen hired private secu-
rity firms to protect their invest-
ments and property.

"Mogadishu has the closest thing to an Ayn Rand-
style economy that the world has ever seen -- no 
bureaucracy or regulation at all," wrote Maass 
in astonishment. "The city has had no govern-
ment since 1991.... Somali investors are making 
things happen, not waiting for them to happen." 
In the stateless Somali economy, everything "is 
based on trust, and so far it has worked, owing 
to Somalia's tightly woven clan networks: ev-
eryone knows everyone else, so it's less likely 
that an unknown con man will pull off a scam."

"If the business community succeeds in return-
ing Mogadishu to something resembling nor-
malcy," concluded Maass, "it will have shown 
that a failed state, or at least its capital city, can 
get back on its feet without much help from the 
outside world."

Maass understated the case: Somalia's transfor-
mation would illustrate the ability of a stateless 
society to overcome the pernicious legacy left 
by decades of "help" from the so-called interna-
tional community.

A World Bank study grudgingly admitted: "So-
malia boasts lower rates of extreme poverty and, 
in some cases, better infrastructure than richer 
countries in Africa." This is almost certainly be-
cause it was not cursed with a World Bank-sub-
sidized central government to poach the wealth 
created by Somalia's productive class.

Continues on Page 7 
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Now, you just knew that the architects of inter-
national order simply couldn't allow that state of 
affairs to continue. And, sure enough, under the 
all-exculpating rationale provided by the "War 
on Terror," the Regime ruling us from Washing-
ton arranged for Somalia to be invaded by the 
vile government ruling the neighboring country, 
Ethiopia.

According to New York Times correspondent 
Jeffrey Gettleman, Washington's surrogate ag-
gression in Somalia was necessary in order to 
beat down "raw antigovernment defiance."

As if that were, in some sense, a bad thing.

"They do not pay taxes, their businesses are to-
tally unregulated, and they have skills that are not 
necessarily geared toward a peaceful society," 
wrote Gettleman with an all-but-audible tone of 
alarmed disapproval. His prose is drenched in 
scorn when describing Somalis seeking to prof-
it in the private sector, but maintains his com-
posure when describing how the transitional 
government arbitrarily closed and confiscated 
profitable businesses and hiked some taxes by 
as much as 300 percent. Gettleman uncritically 
quoted Abdullahi Yusuf Ahmed, the puppet rul-
er who grandly called himself Somalia's "transi-
tional president," describing his political critics 
as "the guys bringing in expired medicine, sell-
ing arms, [and] harboring terrorists."

Gettleman buttressed that self-serving accusa-
tion with supposedly authoritative assessments 
from conveniently anonymous "Western secu-
rity officials" -- you know, the kind people who 
arranged for Somalia to descend, once again, 
into murderous chaos, rather than permitting it 
to enjoy the benefits of state-less, spontaneous 
order.

By late 2007, thanks to the attention of Wash-
ington and its allies, Somalia's fledgling market 
economy was gone, and the country was once 
again on the brink of famine. In the years that 
followed, Somalia’s misery has deepened – and 
it is once again ignorantly invoked to illustrate 
the supposed dangers of anarchism, rather than 
understood as an example of government’s inef-
faceable evil.

Rejection of government is America’s oldest 
and noblest tradition. We have thrived when 
“neglected” by government, and withered under 
its supposedly benevolent attention. It was the 
decision of the British government to reverse its 
policy of “benign neglect” toward the American 
Colonies that led directly to the War for Inde-
pendence.

During a 1764 parliamentary debate over tax-
ing the American colonies, Charles Townsh-
end – author of the  notorious taxation acts that 
catalyzed rebellion in the colonies – prefigured 
Obama’s  “You didn’t build that” speech by as-
serting that the colonies had been "nourished up 
by our indulgence" and thus owed their prosper-
ity to England.

That claim provoked a revealing rejoinder from 
Colonel Isaac Barre, a critic of British designs 
toward the colonies.

"They [were] nourished up by your indulgence?" 
responded Barre incredulously. "They grew by 
your neglect of them. As soon as you began 
to care about them, that care was exercised in 
sending persons to rule them in one department 
and another … sent to spy out their liberties, 
to misrepresent their actions, and to prey upon 
them." It was the actions of these supposedly 
benign official busybodies that “on many occa-
sions has caused the blood of those Sons of Lib-
erty to recoil within them,” Barre concluded. 
As if determined to prove Barre’s point, King 
George’s constabulary reacted to his speech by 
having the war hero imprisoned in the Tower of 
London.

Americans today live under a regime that is more 
oppressive, more violent, more militaristic, and 
less constrained by law than the one from which 
our ancestors wrested their independence. In the 
coming year, taxes will increase, prosperity will 
diminish, government efforts to regiment our 
lives will become more invasive, and the actions 
of its enforcers will become more aggressive. 
In brief: The State will wax, and society will 
wane. Awful though this will be, it will provide 
no shortage of opportunities for liberty-minded 
people to engage in evangelism with people 
who will be receptive to our message.

There is a sense in which unfolding economic 
collapse -- which implicates every significant in-
stitution of the evil system that rules us -- could 
be a providential catastrophe, if it is dealt with 
correctly. To put the matter simply, for our civi-
lization to recover, the United States of America 
needs to become a "failed state” – and we must 
do everything we can, consistent with the non-
aggression principle and our personal circum-
stances, to bring about that happy outcome.

An award-winning investigative journalist, Wil-
liam Norman Grigg was the senior editor and a 
prolific contributor to The New American, the of-
ficial magazine of the John Birch Society. His writ-
ing reflects views heavily influenced by constitu-
tionalism, libertarianism, and anti-communism.

Mr. Grigg has written and co-produced several 
video documentaries, including Tragedy by Design 
(1997), Injustice for All: The International Crimi-
nal Court (1998), and Civilian Disarmament: Pre-
lude to Tyranny (2000). Visit his webpage at Will-
Grigg.Com
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WHEN I look back 
throughout the pivotal mo-
ments in my life, they were 
without a doubt inspired by 
some amazing individuals, 
ideas, and even unexplain-
able forces. As far back as 
I can remember there has 
always been an urge in me 

to figure out the truth and use it to help others as 
much as I possibly can, and I believe this urge 
is endemic to the movers and shakers of the lib-
erty movement.  As I read the prompt for this 
month’s e-zine, my mind swarmed with several 
people I hoped to inspire, but I had a difficult 
time narrowing the list down to just one. I feel 
so inspired by others that it is sometimes hard to 
imagine what I can even do to inspire all of the 
wonderful people I am surrounded by. This is 
quite the blessing, and I can only hope to return 
the favor to the many other humans who have 
touched my life, so I found it easier to address 
the groups I aspire to reach through my words, 
but more importantly my works.

I want to first reach out to my peers with the les-
son that we all have lessons we can learn from 
one another. There is solidarity among us de-
spite our differences in philosophy, religion, or 
approach to spreading the ideas of liberty. Be-
cause we will inherit quite the mess, time is of 
the essence as we plan and prepare for our un-
certain future. We all have had different experi-
ences that have led us down our unique paths 
and these differences can empower us with the 
abilities to use different approaches perhaps not 
available to the generations 
who came before us. These 
are very exciting times, and I 
want to encourage members 
of my generation to retain 
that spark of goodwill and 
desire to learn the solutions 
to the myriad of problems 
we face. We can be optimis-
tic and realistic at the same 
time, and through cooperation we can come up 
with creative solutions to complex problems. I 
believe the change must come first with a change 
of heart. We must strive to be an example of 
morality in a materialistic world that caters to 
our own selfishness, and must also accept that 
we hold the responsibility for our future. As we 
witness firsthand the failure of a system based 
on promises and attitudes of entitlements, it is 
up to us to demand that we do not need assis-
tance from a government that routinely breaks 
its contracts. Former generations have made the 
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Aspire to Inspire
By Meghan Kellison

forgivable mistake of believing in a benevolent 
state that will take care of them in their old age, 
but we must realize that this too was a lie manu-
factured to create faith in something that is fi-
nite. We do not need the empty promises of the 
state, and basic math reveals we will not receive 
the benefits we are told we deserve. It is now up 
to us to prove everyone wrong who say our gen-
eration is one of excess and greed. Let’s start by 
loving one another because we share the same 
burdens despite our differences, and we can all 
learn from one another.

One thing the liberty movement is known for is 
its enthusiastic support from very young peo-
ple. Another group I hope to encourage is these 
younger generations who are discovering the 
ideas of liberty for the first time. It is an exhila-
rating experience, and one that will set you apart 
from people in your peer group. Liberty is a 
popular but misunderstood idea, and you might 
face ridicule from pessimists. Don’t let them 
rain on your parade. You have been fed many 
lies throughout your life, and don’t be discour-
aged by people who tell you there is a certain set 
of rules you must abide by in order to succeed 
at life. I want to focus my attention on the drop 
outs, the daydreamers, and those labeled with a 
learning disability because they don’t follow or-
ders well. Like I said, these are exciting times, 
and you no longer need to go down the same 
path as your parents. The lesson I want to teach 
younger generations is that they are not bound 
by convention, especially in the realm of school-
ing. You can be very successful nowadays with-
out completing college and getting into massive 

debt because the tools of 
knowledge are more readily 
available than ever before. 
It took me quite a while to 
break the mindset that I had 
to get a degree to be worth-
while, but I found over time 
that I shouldn’t be ashamed 
of the fact that I dropped 
out of college. My life has 

been deeply fulfilling despite my lack of official 
documentation of my collegiate completion, 
and as long as you keep your motivation, you 
can absolutely create a life that is successful 
but above all meaningful. Don’t let anyone tell 
you you are failing if you need a break from the 
drudgery. The numbers don’t lie, college now is 
more costly to attend without nearly the benefits 
it used to provide, and it is up to you to edu-
cate yourself on the topics you care about. You 
are smart enough, innovative enough, creative 

Continues on Page 9 
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enough, and motivated enough to make your 
dreams reality. With the resources available to 
you, there is no reason you can’t get a quality 
education for a fraction of the cost of college.

I cannot even imagine being able to inspire the 
many activists in the older generations I have 
interacted with that have impacted me so posi-
tively, but I will say that I hope I can at least 
reflect the gratitude I have for them and their ef-
forts. Without people like Ron Paul and the nu-
merous others who have paved the road for the 
ideas of liberty, us younger people would have 
a much more difficult time spreading the ideas 
of liberty. A former KGB agent said it takes 
about 10-15 years to indoctrinate a generation 
of people in order to prepare their minds to be-
come accepting of tyranny and takeover, but 
there have been people fighting the indoctrina-
tion system for decades now that have success-
fully awakened new generations of activists. I 
think of Dr. Paul, Ernie and Donna Hancock, 
Thomas Woods, Bob Murphy, Murray Roth-
bard, Lew Rockwell, Ludwig von Mises, Fried-
rich Hayek, G. Edward Griffin, my boss Tim 
Frey and coworker Mark Casson, and so many 
others (past and present that it is hard to name 
them all) that have been vigorous in spreading 
the truth through a variety of activism. My mes-
sage for them is that their efforts have not been 
in vain, and that there is great hope for the fu-
ture. It is the older generations that have laid 
the groundwork for what younger generations 
are embarking on. Speaking to the ones still liv-
ing, sometimes I’m sure it seemed fighting for 
liberty was an uphill battle, and the supporters 
were few and far between, but I am here to say 
that your efforts have been fruitful. Thank you 
all for the hard and sometimes thankless work. I 
hope you will recognize the positive effect they 

have had on society and the generations present 
and to come. I seek to reflect my appreciation 
with not only my words, but my actions to re-
assure you all that though us young folks may 
lack the capital to invest we have the ideas an 
work ethic to make projects happen.

Another group I want to reach out to is my fam-
ily both close and distant. I’m sure many of you 
that I have interacted with on social network-
ing sites and in person think I have some crazy 
ideas. Maybe I am guilty of too much idealism 
or cynicism depending on the day, but I hope 
that our interactions have had a positive impact. 
You all have taught me so much, and I aspire 
to return the favor. I most of all want to visit 
those of you which I have not physically seen 
in years, and look forward to when I will have 
more funds to travel more freely.

Too long didn’t read version: I have tremendous 
hope mired with trepidation for the future, but 
I would love to pay it forward to all the people 
who have inspired me to stay motivated and fo-
cused on the goals of spreading liberty. If I can 
stir even one person out of the many I want to 
inspire I will be content.
 
Meghan has been writing poetry, prose, short 
stories, and essays for several years, has been 
published in small independent publications 
(mostly poetry), and currently runs the blog 
at Roberts & Roberts Brokerage (http://rrbi.
co/category/blog/). Her focus is on social is-
sues, politics, fitness, and natural health top-
ics. The best way to contact Meghan is on 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/profile.
php?id=100001243544080 
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Living as an Inspiration through Sovereign Living
By Catherine Bleish

MY goal in 2013 is to live my 
life as an inspiration to others. 
As  lover of freedom I spent 
many years in the "fight", ex-
erting massive amounts of 
energy trying to change peo-

ple and institutions I had no control of.  One day 
I realized that in order to be free, I had to start 
living free and stop asking for permission to be 
free.  This began my journey down the paths of 
backyard gardening, nonviolent parenting, al-
ternative economies, real nutrition, and overall 
sustainable living.  

While I do not have all the answers, I do believe 
my journey and evolution can serve as an inspi-
ration for others to change their lives, and thus 
our society.  In order to document this progres-
sion in my life and the information our family 
has amassed, John and I have launched a project 
called Sovereign Living.  
 
The goal is to teach others how to live more free 
and empower others to share their knowledge.  
Currently on the website you will find original 
blog posts from our family and republished in-
formation we find relevant.  We are opening the 
site to like minded bloggers and seek to be in-
spired by you!  
 
In 2013 we will release our first e-book on the 
topic of basic chicken ownership. Later in the 
year expect to see further e-books on gardening, 

alternative birthing, raising sovereign children, 
modern preparedness, agenda 21 and agorism!  
 
Multi-media will be a big portion of this project 
in order to reach as wide an audience as pos-
sible.  In addition to a weekly podcast, we will 
soon begin video updates and begin taping for 
a pilot season of "Sovereign Living", a Martha 
Stewart style show about all things living free. 
We also plan to bring these topics to liberty con-
ferences across the country throughs speeches 
and presentations. 
 
Its going to be a big year 
of learning new things 
and striving to inspire 
others.  I am excited 
to share our story with 
you, and hope to hear 
about yours.  Please 
consider participating in the project in some 
way so we can all inspire each other live as free 
as possible!
 
You can visit the website via www.sovereignliv-
ing.tv - please be in touch if you are interested 
in contributing!

Catherine Bleish is a concerned mother and freedom 
activist. Visit her webpage at CatherineBleish.Com 
and BlushFamilyFarm.Tumblr.Com
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SOMETIMES a movie can 
change your life without you 
even knowing it. A subtle change 
in thinking over the course of 
many years produces major re-
sults. When I think about hero-
ism I think about "Angus," a 

1995 teen comedy about an overweight science 
geek in a purple tuxedo who wins a dance with 
the girl of his dreams by being brave. The line 
that changed my life, in a subtle way, is when his 
grandfather told him, "Superman isn't brave... 
He's smart, handsome, even decent. But he's not 
brave.... Superman is indestructible, and you 
can't be brave if you're indestructible. It's peo-
ple like you and your mother. People who are 
different, and can be crushed and know it. Yet 
they keep on going." That was the first time I 
imagined that heroism was something that vul-
nerable imperfect people like me could achieve.

Almost 20 years later, even while espousing a 
ruggedly individualist philosophy, I think it's 
important to understand that heroism accom-
plishes very little without cooperation, or if you 
prefer a division of labor. To achieve this people 
must be inspired to work in concert voluntarily. 

We are living in an age of ubiquitous, unop-
posed, unacknowledged evil, and we few fringe 
radicals who see systemic violence for what it 
truly is are in a unique position to engage in 
some much needed heroism. There are many 
courageous Rebels who throw their bodies into 
the gears of State, and behind them is an entire 
spontaneous support structure of advocates, do-
nors, writers, thinkers and others. Behind them 
is an even larger body of sympathetic quietists 
who's heart inclines toward our cause, but who 
are paralyzed by the climate of fear that sur-
rounds the State, or even by the social pressures 
in their personal life. And yet we need more. 
To succeed we must inspire more bravery, and 
more heroism from all of these.

Silver Circle is both a graphic novel and an ani-
mated film that exists in our world after a com-
plete economic collapse and power grab by the 
enforcement arm of the Federal Reserve. In re-
sponse, a band of Rebels take their lives and 
their property into their own hands and fight for 
the liberty they have lost. 

Behind the scenes part of the mission of this 
project is educational. In the backdrop of a grip-
ping thriller-romance the audience will hear the 
characters introduce the basic concepts of hon-
est currency, political corruption and liberty it-
self. But far deeper than that, whether you agree 
with the politics of the Rebels or not, the mes-
sage of the story is something tragically absent 
from most comic books: You too can be a hero.

One of the subtle but dangerous messages of the 
comic genre is that evil is fought by good, but 
not by you. Villains are fought by heroes who 
are bitten by radioactive spiders, or have metal 

bones or possess psychic powers. Before they 
discover their super abilities they are just an-
other victim patiently enduring the evils of the 
world with no power to resist, waiting for salva-
tion to come from above. 

Fundamentally, this is the myth of the State. The 
State claims to be good and fight evil, but at best 
the State is the lesser-evil alternative to another 
State. The State claims to have legitimate pow-
ers that mere citizens do not have. Whether it's 
due to a sheet of antique parchment, a star span-
gled fabric banner, or a piece of brass pinned 
to their breast, agents of the State dawn dapper 
costumes that mask their identity and parade 
around like they are super heroes. They expect 
you to dutifully call on them, and praise them 
for their courage and sacrifice. But fundamen-
tally believing that their legitimacy is granted 
by these insignia is no less magical than believ-
ing a yellow sun gives a Kryptonian X-ray vi-
sion.

The Silver Circle Rebels are an all together dif-
ferent type of hero. They have no super pow-
ers, and neither are they the pillars of infallible 
virtue we see in Ayn Rand's writing. They are 
human in their flaws, which makes their stan-
dard of heroism attainable by readers. They are 
also not isolated in their heroism, but part of 
a vast and varied support structure that makes 
their activism possible. The demonstrators that 
rally in the street, the authors and musicians that 
popularize their message, and even the business 
owners and customers 
who conduct commerce 
with their silver currency 
are all part of a movement 
which makes the heroism 
of the Rebels possible. 
And they are all heroes in 
their own right.

The result, we hope, is that the Rebels do not 
inspire passive veneration as other heroes do, 
but that the story of Silver Circle will inspire 
young comic fans, who already value the vir-
tues of courage and heroism, to be courageous 
themselves. They too can be heroes who stand 
up to the evils of the world.  We hope to acti-
vate, to inspire these young Rebels to stop pre-
tending that heroism is the stuff of magic and 
mutation. They too can take their lives and their 
property into their own hands and fight for the 
liberty they have lost.

Davi Barker is a Bay Area artist whose work de-
constructs media images, creating colorful kalei-
doscopic images designed to show that all discord 
is an opportunity for the emergence of spontaneous 
order. All my enhanced collage work is at www.
facebook.com/EccentricCircle and I’ve also got a 
lot of graphic art at www.facebook.com/Vote4No-
body. You can also see my writing at www.Silver-
Underground.com and www.DailyAnarchist.com.  
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2012 draws to a close. 
Assuming we survive 
the alien invasion, or 
zombie apocalypse, or 
the Mayan galactic ce-
lestial alignment shift-

ing the poles, or just a good ol' economic col-
lapse preceding the breakdown of society, we 
are about to dive headfirst into 2013; and as is 
the case with any new year, we have the tra-
ditional option of starting over.  Imperative to 
any resolution for change or moving forward is 
an understanding of where we went wrong and 
reflection on our successes and shortcomings in 
the great endeavors of our lives. So it begs the 
question: What have we learned?

We have learned that one man's character, ideas, 
and example can inspire a national revolution 
with love as its core principle. We have learned 
that warmongering, fascist, power elite scum-
bags come in all colors, with varying degrees of 
difficulty in public speaking.  We have learned 
that the people of America have no voice in 
government and that we are easily beaten by the 
soulless machine that is the electoral apparatus. 
We have learned that people will joyfully trade 
their freedom in exchange for entitlements, re-
gardless of the global impact it has on the in-
nocent victims of the American military indus-
trial complex.  We have learned what our dark 
shepherds have in store for us by studying their 
moves on the legislative chessboard.  With a 
firm grasp of history, it isn't hard to figure out.

Something I've learned by touring the country 
spreading the message of liberty through music 
is that people are waking up.  They are finally 
starting to rumble, like the first tremors before 
the quake.  The faultline from where this earth-
shattering paradigm shift will generate is un-
stable and the plates are in motion.  Exposed 
by the pervasive light of truth and liberty is the 
Great Lie, a labyrinthine maze of false history 
and subversion woven into our consciousness 
from birth through generations of complicity 
and silence.  The brazen arrogance with which 
the global power structure orchestrates its sym-
phony of psychotic manipulation has finally 
reached epic proportions, and their pride will 
be their downfall.  Their illusions would have 
us believe that we are their slaves, their live-
stock to be herded, sheered, and led willingly 
to slaughter with patriotic fervor in our hearts.  
For generations they have enjoyed their exploits 
unchallenged, but thanks to the hurricane that 
was the Ron Paul r3VOLution replenishing in 
so many people the love of liberty and inspir-
ing an army of libertarian activists, the liberty 
movement in America is growing exponential-
ly; despite all concerted efforts to achieve the 
contrary. 
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American Faultline: 
2013 and the Dawn of the Constitutional Anarchist

By Jordan Page

The road paved with greed and insanity is unsus-
tainable, and breeds immorality.  Ron Paul him-
self in his farewell address to Congress said that 
the constitution, intended to limit government 
power, has failed and that we are an immoral 
people. A constitutional republican system of 
government is only as effective at protecting the 
rights and property of its people as the people 
consistently demand it to be.  The failure of our 
forefathers to maintain vigilance and hold gov-
ernment accountable is only partly to blame.  
Human nature is also a primary culprit; the uni-
versal qualities of man including fear, laziness, 
complacency, passion, and lust for power. We 
institute governments to maintain order and 
protect property rights, but in the process we al-
ways end up as slaves to the state.  This is a flaw 
both in government and man. 

Many of us strive to restore our republic to a for-
mer time when it functioned as written; a gold-
en age of liberty following the war for indepen-
dence.  I question whether an age like this ever 
existed; if so, it was short lived. Human beings 
are at war with themselves, and our behavior is 
predictable.  It seems to me that much of the 
unhappiness we experience stems from the fact 
that the vast majority of people never achieve 
fulfillment of their life's purpose, and our intel-
lectual, spiritual, and emotional development is 
inevitably stifled, regardless of what system of 
control we find ourselves unwittingly support-
ing.  To change our world, we must first change 
ourselves.  The real revolution starts with the in-
dividual, and is sparked by the maddening thirst 
for truth and self-actualization.  Therefore we 
must cast off our slavery and reclaim our divine 
inheritance; the freedom and rights we are born 
with by virtue of our humanity, which cannot be 
granted nor removed by any system of govern-
ment for they are granted by nature, and nature's 
God.

So how do we create a social 
situation that enables each per-
son to be free, exercise self-re-
sponsibility, and explore their 
full potential unencumbered 
by governmental coercion and 

force, while at the same time preserving their 
rights to life, liberty, and the pursuit of prop-
erty? The answer is full of contradictions, but 
then, so are human beings.  Human beings create 
governments in a process as natural as pressure 
systems colliding causing storms; instituting hi-
erarchies of power is a tendency inherent to our 
nature.  If people are going to inevitably resort 
to organizing governments to protect the rights 
of the people, and governments are always go-
ing to resort to monopolizing the use of force to 
deprive the people of their rights, then we must 
strive to combat the growth of government by 
aiming for no government at all. If we engage 
in social and legislative battle between the ethos 
of constitutional republicanism and voluntarist 
anarchism, neither will triumph. But, we will 
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2013 and the Dawn of the Constitutional Anarchist

arrive at a minimal level of government that 
is tolerable in comparison with the outrageous 
tyranny this country has experienced since we 
were subjects of King George.  All we can ever 
truly hope for is balance, and by striving to 
make government obsolete, we will reign it in 
to levels generally acceptable to constitutional-
ists and anarchists alike.

The American Constitution is full of contradic-
tory language and provides opportunity for un-
limited growth of government. By using vari-
ous clauses and loopholes, modern leaders use 
the constitution to justify outlandish encroach-
ments on our freedoms and to spread empire, 
ultimately re-inventing the republic into a dem-
ocratic dictatorship that is the antithesis of what 
our Founders intended.  We find ourselves today 
with far more grievances and cause to separate 
from government than our Founders dreamed. 
Its tentacles permeate every facet of our lives 
until we no longer see the crime because it is 
literally everywhere. Compliance with a system 
is the source of its power.  Without willing com-
pliance of the people, the state will suffocate 
under the weight of its own hypocrisy. Waves 
of civil disobedience will ultimately chip away 
at the influence of the state, and in the same at-
trition strategy fascists use to slowly peel away 
the layers of liberty, so the people will slowly 
and ultimately opt-out of government and by re-
learning to do for themselves, will be free of it. 

As a Christian, there is no political ethos more 
congruent with my spiritual beliefs than volun-
tarism.  It advocates self-ownership and non-ag-
gression, which are prime tenets of the teachings 
of Jesus.  His two exclusive commandments, 
and the only true requirements for following in 
His gentle footsteps, are to love God and to love 
one another. That is my approach.  Jesus Him-
self recognized existing power structures and 
routinely and rebelliously spat in their faces, to 
His death.  He said “Render unto Caesar what 
belongs to Caesar, and unto God what belongs 
to God” Mark 12:17.  This is the ultimate call 
for separating oneself from the collective by 

opting-out of government.   Jesus implies that 
force and wealth are instruments of controlled 
society, but you may choose not to participate 
in it and be left alone to pursue your own hap-
piness. The non-aggression principle mandates 
respect for others' rights and property, and if 
violated, warrants a response. If people want to 
be left alone, they must be left alone, and if they 
won't be left alone, a defensive response is ac-
ceptable and necessary. We passed that point of 
necessary revolution before my great grandfa-
ther's grandfather was born.  What happens next 
in the tumultuous relationship between the ty-
rannical state and the populations it oppresses 
is anyone's guess, but the historical precedent is 
grim and I fear for my children's futures.

Music has always been an instrumental force in 
shaping and defining culture, showing us who 
we are and who we wish to be. In uncertain 
times such as these, when our country is caught 
up in multiple armed conflicts around the world, 
when our economy teeters on the edge of a 
knife, and the citizenry is clearly divided about 
how we wish our society to proceed, it becomes 
necessary for voices of conscience in the arts 
to reflect our better nature that we may evolve 
and be better to each other.  I move forward into 
this new year in a post-Ron Paul America seek-
ing to free people's minds from the great lie by 
exposing the system for what it is through new 
original songs on my upcoming album.  I hope it 
will encourage and inspire my countrymen to be 
self-reliant, responsible, and to choose kindness 
and voluntarism to guide their choices. I hope to 
reach out to our military by performing concerts 
for the troops, and through the message of lib-
erty, empower them to follow their oath to the 
constitution and disobey unlawful orders. Most 
of all I intend to live free in the present moment.  
Please join me by raising your voice for what 
is right, and we may meet down the road more 
free than when we first began.

“Where the spirit of God is, there is Liberty.” II 
Corinthians 3:17

Happy New Year America.
Jordan Page
 
Jordan Page is a young Singer/Songwriter and 
itinerant musician seeking to mobilize a new 
generation to stand up for their country and the 
rights of the individual. Jordan uses his talents 
to promote a message of peace while educat-
ing and mobilizing resistance to tyranny and the 
erosion of American civil rights. Visit his web-
pages at JordanPageMusic.Com, Facebook.
Com/JordanPageMusic, and LibertyTour.Org

http://jordanpagemusic.com/
http://www.facebook.com/jordanpagemusic
http://www.facebook.com/jordanpagemusic
http://www.libertytour.org/
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The Liberty Tour

Music has always been an instrumental force in 
shaping and defining culture, showing us who 
we are and who we wish to be.  In uncertain 
times such as these, when our country is caught 
up in multiple armed conflicts around the world, 
when our economy teeters on the edge of a 
knife, and the citizenry is clearly divided about 
how we wish our society to proceed, it becomes 
necessary for voices of conscience in the arts to 
reflect our better nature that we may evolve and 
be better to each other.  Nowhere is understand-
ing and perspective more necessary than with-
in the ranks of the US military, as a myriad of 
unconstitutional federal laws threaten to force 
them to disobey their oaths to uphold and de-
fend the constitution.
 
The Oath Keepers Liberty Military Base Tour 
was conceived for this purpose: to provide per-
spective and constitutional understanding to 
America’s troops through the vehicle of music.  
What this tour seeks to accomplish is to pro-
vide a clear picture to our troops of what their 

oath to defend the constitution really means, 
and to empower them to do so through peace-
ful means.  Jordan Page is a champion of liberty 
and a prominent voice of the peace movement 
in America.  He will be headlining this tour with 
his band at venues across the country in close 
proximity to military bases, in which troops and 
veterans will receive free admission in thanks 
for their service.  Stewart Rhodes,former Army 
paratrooper and founder of Oath Keepers, will 
speak to the troops at each event and educate 
them about the dangers of the NDAA, Patriot 
Act, and many other dangerous legislative as-
saults on our constitutionally guaranteed free-
doms. We are currently in the fundraising and 
planning phase for the tour, and are seeking do-
nations and sponsorships to help with operating 
costs so that we can plan successful events and 
offer these concerts to the troops at no cost to 
them.  We are also trying to raise funds to make 
it possible to bring more pro-liberty bands to the 
roster. The first base tour concert date is sched-
uled for January 18th, 2013 in Ft Hood, TX.

Continued from Page 13 - American Faultline: 
2013 and the Dawn of the Constitutional Anarchist

Please contribute generously to: Paypal account – oathkeeperdfw@gmail.com
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Going Forward to the Past
By Michael Badnarik

WHEN asked to write this 
commentary, my instruc-
tions were "pick one per-
son who you want inspire/
mentor in 2013, and then 
do it!"  I'm sorry, but… I 
can't do it.  I can't pick just 

one.  I want to inspire everybody!  It is difficult 
for me to focus on a single individual. However, 
in keeping with the spirit of the assignment, I've 
decided there is one person I would like to influ-
ence more than any other.

Patrick Henry.

I know!  I know!  He died in 1799 at the age of 
63, but he's the guy I would like to influence and 
inspire. By now you're rolling your eyes and 
wondering, "Why would the guy famous for 
Give me Liberty or Give me Death require any 
kind of inspiration at all?"  I'll tell you.  Because 
he didn't step up when we really needed him.

I have no doubt that readers of this periodical 
are more familiar with the history of America's 
founding than your average Supreme Court Jus-
tice, so I won't attempt a lengthy tutorial. Suf-
fice it to say that after the Declaration of Inde-
pendence, the free, sovereign, and independent 
states joined together loosely associated under 
the Articles of Confederation.  Then the "Feder-
alists" (who were really nationalists) convened 
in Philadelphia in the summer of 1787 to sabo-
tage and usurp the Articles with a new document 
known as the Constitution.

A second group called "Anti-federalists" (who 
were really federalists) adamantly opposed the 
concentration of power in a centralized, nation-
al government, and for that reason the conven-
tion lasted four months.  Unfortunately, this is 
where Patrick Henry should have stepped in - 
but didn't.  The most articulate and passionate 
anti-federalist of all didn't just strike out - he 
never stepped up to the plate.  And now there is 
no joy in Mudville.

Naturally, he justified his (in)actions on moral 
grounds because, as he put it, he smelled a rat. 
The del-
egates to 
the con-
v e n t i o n 
had been instructed to amend the Articles of 
Confederation to alleviate the economic depres-
sion that had been caused by the colonies print-
ing currency like there was no tomorrow.  Please 
note they did not call it "quantitative easing" or 
"economic stimulus" in those days.  The point 
is that delegates were not given permission to 
scrap the Articles and start from scratch with a 
new form of government.  On this issue Patrick 
Henry was right.

Quoting Henry about the convention, " The 
rights of conscience, trial by jury, liberty of the 
press, all your immunities and franchises, all 
pretensions to human rights and privileges, are 
rendered insecure, if not lost, by this change so 
loudly talked of by some, and inconsiderately 
by others. Is this same relinquishment of rights 
worthy of freemen?  Is it worthy of that man-
ly fortitude that ought to characterize republi-
cans:  It is said eight States have adopted this 
plan. I declare that if twelve States and half had 
adopted it, I would with manly firmness, and in 
spite of an erring world, reject it."

I often wonder what this section of the globe, 
casually referred to as the United States, would 
look like if we still operated under the Articles 
of Confederation.  Under that document, laws 
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common to all of the states required the unan-
imous approval of the states before they were 
adopted. Would the 1968 Gun Control Act have 
gotten unanimous approval?  How about the Pa-
triot Act?  I think I've made my point.

So this is where I'd like to step in and have a 
heart to heart, "Come to Jesus" meeting with my 
buddy Patrick.  I would do everything I could 
to convince him that he - and he alone - had 
the intellectual integrity to dissect, deconstruct, 
and derail the Federalist plans to contaminate 
Liberty in this country.  Who else would have 
the perspicacity to go toe to toe with Alexander 
Hamilton, and emerge victorious from a debate 
on how to prevent a gradual erosion of the peo-
ple's rights?

Oh, how I wish that Pat and I could have shared 
a few glasses of rum together.  (I presume that 
he and I would have established a more relaxed 
and familiar relationship by this time.) A major 
thesis of my argument would be to convince him 
that one man can make a significant difference.  
You never know what you can accomplish until 
you give it everything you've got.  Ignoring the 
limitations of the normal space/time continuum, 
I would point out that I personally ran a cam-
paign for Libertarian Presidential nominee… 
and won at the last minute against all odds.  I 
would remind him that although I attended the 
Continental Congress 2009 expecting to be 
merely a delegate representing Texas, I ended 
up as President of that large group who were 
his philosophical contemporaries - two centu-
ries later.

If only I could inspire Patrick Henry to partici-
pate in that Philadelphia convention, he could 
have saved our country by preserving the Ar-
ticles of Confederation.  That is a missed oppor-
tunity that I will always regret.

The only way I can imagine redeeming myself 
is to inspire thousands of YOU to stand up and 

take an active role in restoring the Articles of 
Confederation.  Of course, the first logical step 
would probably be to restore the damned Con-
stitution, and the Bill of Rights after-thought 
that came into existence like a political game 
of "pin the tail on the donkey". Once we restore 
the Constitution, it should be a simple process of 
continuing our momentum to reestablish "states 
rights" as the prevailing political strategy.

Being the quintessential over-achiever, I am 
not content with merely being an inspiration to 
you. All that requires of you is a deep sigh as 
you wipe a wistful tear from your eye, mutter-
ing something about how wonderful you think 
I am.  Screw that! I want to be significantly 
more MOTIVATIONAL.  Motivational implies 
movement and action!  I want to crack the whip 
and get you asking "How high?!" when I say 
jump. How can I convince you that one man - or 
one woman - can make all the difference in the 
world?  How can I convince you that you never 
know how much you can accomplish until you 
give it everything you've got?  Don't make the 
same mistake that Patrick Henry did. Don't fail 
to step up to the plate when we really need you.

Justice Leaned Hand said, "Liberty lies in the 
hearts of men and women; when it dies there, no 
constitution, no law, no court can save it."
 
Michael Badnarik is a Constitutional scholar, the 
author of Good to be King (a beginner's guide to the 
Constitution and the Bill of Rights) and Secret to 
Sovereignty (How to survive the Second American 
Revolution). Michael travels the country teaching 
his highly acclaimed class on the Constitution. You 
can visit his webpage at ConstitutionPreservation.
Org
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I was born in 1946, a genu-
ine Baby Boomer. My dad 
was a career Air Force offi-
cer, and by the mid-1950s, 
I was going to Boy Scout 
camp.The place where we 
lived, not very far from St. 

John's, Newfoundland, couldn't possibly have 
been more wonderful. (One year we were guests
at Argentia Naval Air Station, but that's another 
story, all about canoeing, waking up every morn-
ing with the smell of estuary sea-life in your 
nostrils and yellow sunlight glinting off mirror-
smooth salt water, learning to skin an eel, and 
meeting the pop singer Connie Francis.)
 
I had a terrible time at scout camp in the begin-
ning. I became unspeakably homesick: I missed 
my family, my cats, my possessions -- I was 
probably the only 11-year-old in Newfoundland 
who had his own laboratory. I was a head short-
er than I should have been, and had big ideas 
and a bigger mouth, which won me more than 
one Knuckle Sandwich Award.
 
Slowly I adjusted. I discovered I was good with 
boats and canoes. I learned to swim. I collect-
ed a gallon of lake water that I took home and 
kept until it turned a sort of khaki color and 
Mom made me throw it out -- well away from 
the house. Before that black moment, though, 
I learned more about my microscope, water 
fleas, aquatic plants like spyrogyra, and a dozen 
protozoan species, than I ever could have from 
books.
 
I also learned something else, something very 
important, about myself. In those days, there 
was was a program on the radio (for you younger 
folk, that's TV for blind people), a sort of "The 
Rest of the Story" long before Paul Harvey (first 
one to pop up and ask "Who's Paul Harvey?" 
gets one of those knuckle sandwiches I was 
talking about). That program, read by the great 

voice-over man and char-
acter actor, Marvin Miller 
(Miller later played give-
away guy Michael Antho-
ny on an extremely popular 
TV show called The Mil-
lionaire), told strange sto-
ries. It's where I first heard 
of Kaspar Hauser, and the 

man who famously "walked around the horses". 
I also learned about Heinrich Schliemann from 
Marvin Miller, who became a kind of hero to 
me.
 
So did Schliemann, for that matter.
 
Our troop, sponsored by Pepperrell Air Force 
Base, had access to every bit of World War II 
surplus imaginable. At camp, we slept, at least 
25 at a time, in field tents bigger than the house 
I now own. One night, after lights-out -- there 
being no iPods, Kindles, or smart-phones in an 
age when brick-sized transistor radios were just 
appearing -- I started to tell my tent-mates about 
a program Marvin Miller had just aired on the 
planet Mars, with additional observations from 
a book I was reading on the subject by Willy 
Ley and Werner von Braun.
 
I was also reading Red Planet by Robert A, 
Heinlein.
 
I told them about the icy polar caps, and with 
other features that seemed to change with the 
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I'D LIKE TO TEACH THE WORLD TO WHAT?!?
By L. Neil Smith

seasons (remember that our best Mars-peeking 
device at the time was the 200-inch Hale Tele-
scope on Mount Palomar). I told them about 
Giovanni Schiaparelli's observations of canali 
on the Martian surface, and of Percival Lowell's 
maps of the Martian canals.
 
For my big finish, at a time when the Soviet 
Union's little tin marvel Sputnik had just dirtied 
the underwear of every military and civilian au-
thority in the Free World, especially those who 
foolishly imagined that they were educators, I 
told them that, just before the War Between the 
States, astronomers had closely observed Mars 
and made no mention of satellites. However, af-
ter the war, the same astronomers had looked 
at Mars with the same instrments and discov-
ered two tiny moons, whizzing around the Red 
Planet in almost perfectly circular orbits. Con-
clusion: they had to be artificial, put up between 
1860 and 1865.
 
Put up, obviously, by aliens.
 
None of what I said that night is very impor-
tant now, most of it roundly debunked by sci-
ence over the next five decades. The important 
thing, to me, anyway, is that the littlest kid in 
the class and the perennial punching bag, had 
held two dozen energy-filled boys between 11 
and 14 years old silent and spellbound for more 
than an hour, with words, an extemporaneous 
lecture on the universe and some of its wonders.
 
Gimme a wheelchair, I coulda been Stephen 
Hawking.
 
And no, I didn't put them to sleep. They had 
plenty of questions afterward. At that moment, 
during the last few seconds of that talk, I real-
ized that I had become intoxicated in some way. 
It took a while for the buzz to wear off, and I 
have craved it ever since. I still get it every time 
I lecture in public. I also knew who I was, bet-
ter than ever before, and with it, what I was in-
tended, by my basic nature, to do.
 
It looked like I was a teacher of some kind. But 
as it turned out, I would never have been able 
to jump though the flaming hoops of academia 
necessary to become a licensed practitioner 
of the powerful brain-damaging techniques of 
modern pedagogy. Nor would I be welcomed 
for long, even as a guest, in any school operated 
or influenced by the educational establishment 
-- or even the libertarian establishment. It must 
have been that big mouth thing again. Here in 
Colorado, it's too cold to hold forth out on the 
front porch like, Zeno the Stoic. So my pupils, 
in the end, would be anyone in the world who 
bought one of the books I would write, and my 
classroom would be the insides of their heads.
 
But what would I teach? Heinlein I had already 
discovered. It would be a few years before I en-
countered Ayn Rand, and even longer before 
I met Robert LeFevre and realized that I was 
meant to teach liberty.
 
But that, too, is another story. 

L. Neil Smith is the award-winning author of 33 
freedom-oriented books, including The Probability 
Broach, Ceres, Sweeter Than Wine, and  DOWN 
WITH POWER: Libertarian Policy In A Time Of 
Crisis. Visit his webpage at LNeilSmith.Org
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Paying it Forward
By Zak Carter

I’VE done a lot of things in 
my life, from epic adventures 
to financially rewarding en-
terprises and projects that 
left me broke.  All of them 
are things I learned from and 
all of them share a common 

thread in what I was most surprised by each time, 
and what was most gratifying to me personally; 
inspiring people. There are two individuals I’ve 
inspired that really stand out to me.

In 1998 I was inspired by a friend of mine, Mick 
Bird, who had built a customized rowboat and set 
off to row around the world. http://www.goals.
com/transrow/laterprt.htm. Mick wouldn’t make 
it all the way, but that wasn’t what was impor-
tant to me.  He was living his dream and after 
seeing him out in the water for the first time, I 
knew I had to make my dream happen too.  And 
so the summer of 99’ I set off from Long Beach, 
Washington to run across the North American 
continent to Long Beach, Massachusetts. http://
www.highbeam.com/doc/1G1-63000832.html. 
While it was an amazing journey and accom-
plishment, the single most profound experience 
out of the four and a half months it took me was 
meeting an elderly man in upstate New York 
who had read about me in his local paper, and 
just had to find me out on the road to let me 
know I had inspired him to make the most of 
his remaining days and go hiking as much as  
possible while he still could.  Neither of us had 
dry eyes as we parted ways, and what I was do-
ing didn’t feel like such self-absorbed pursuit 
anymore.

It would be more 
than a decade till I 
had an experience 
like that again.  
In February 2012 
I was helping 
Adam Kokesh 
and Nathan Cox 

promote their Vets for Ron Paul March on 
the White House http://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=b23MUAGibXM  It was at the after 
party that night of the 20th that Nathan Cox let me 
know that when he had been deployed to Iraq in 
2008, he had watched the video I had made that 
got me kicked out of the Army Reserves http://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=osWmKRHgj-M  
To have inspired one of the guys leading the 

way with the Vets for Ron Paul 2012 group felt 
just absolutely amazing. It floored me, actually.  
Ron Paul talks all the time about reaching out 
and inspiring young people, and I know why 
now beyond the obvious future political rea-
sons. It just plain feels good to change young 
people's lives.  

I was recently inspired again, this time by 
George Farrah of opendebates.org who I caught 
in September giving an interview on the subject 
of what it would take to end the Commission 
on Presidential Debates stranglehold on free 
speech. A light bulb went off in my head as I 
knew my friend, Christina Tobin, who heads up 
FreeAndEqual.Org, was organizing the “open” 
presidential debates, and I knew that if I helped 
get enough cameras and attention to her debates, 
we could create the little crack in the Commis-
sion that Mr. Farrah was talking about.  We did 
just that when approximately 10 million people 
watched the debate she hosted on October 23rd, 
2012 moderated by Christina and Larry King, 
and enough people Tweeted about it to get us 
into the top ten trends that night. The next day, 
Jimmy Kimmel made fun of us and MSNBC’s 
Lawrence O’Donnell agreed with us. 

We plan on ripping that crack wide open in 
2016. I am not FreeAndEqual.Org's Communi-
cations Director, and I hope to inspire thousands 
and thousands of Nathan Cox's in the very near 
future through the work we do here at Free And 
Equal.

Viva La Liberty, and inspiration!
 
Zak Carter is an Army Veteran, a Ron Paul support-
er, and is the Communications Director for Free And 
Equal. 

Zak Carter (l), Nathan Cox (r)
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THE legend of the hero spans 
through written history, some-
times the heroes are gods and 
sometimes mere mortals; how-
ever, every culture has at least 
one hero and many have sev-
eral. The hero always fights the 

greatest evil, regardless what form it takes. The 
hero in myth defeats the villain, however, usu-
ally at great cost to the hero himself. Heroes die 
bloody, tempestuous deaths; in many cases the 
hero may breathe their last breath overcoming 
whatever great evil can be conjured up at the 
moment.

What is a hero? The 
common definition 
for a hero is: “a re-
markably brave per-
son, somebody who 
commits an act of 
remarkable bravery 
or who has shown 
an admirable quality 
such as great courage 
or strength of charac-
ter.” (Merriam Web-

ster, 2012) Very few of the mythological heroes 
actually lived up to this standard, and almost no 
modern heroes do. Strength of character, great 
courage or remarkable bravery; sure, I can find 
any number of people who embody one or more 
of these traits, but rarely will I find someone who 
has all of them. The All-American Hero myth is 
based upon those volunteers (rarely drafted) in 
uniform that represent law enforcement and the 
military branches of the government.

The nationalistic furor that surrounds holidays 
like Veterans Day, Memorial Day, 9/11, Pearl 
Harbor, the Fourth of July and more; perpetu-
ates the idea that the very act of wearing a uni-
form makes one a hero. Our public schools (in-
doctrination centers) promote nationalism by 
teaching children from an early age to recite 
the Pledge of Allegiance, and to sing any one 
of several poorly-written but state-supportive 
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The Myth of the All-American Hero
By Jesse Matthewson

songs while constantly teaching children to re-
spect and bow to the authority of a uniform. The 
truth of the matter is that the average law en-
forcement officer is no more then a highly-paid 
janitor, records keeper and funds collector for 
the state. Statistically, the average officer will 
never pull his firearm in defense of the law (or 
citizens) over the course of a thirty year career. 
Since all police officers are taught that 97% of 
all crime is committed by 3% of the population, 
they know theirs is not a job to prevent crime, 
but rather to support whatever new legislation 
or policy is put forth; they do this without ques-
tioning, regardless of how ridiculous laws may 
be, showing a singular weakness of character as 
a result.

The other side of this coin is the worship pro-
mulgated by the media, educational centers and 
millions of voters with regards to the “heroes” in 
the military. While some may in fact show great 
courage individually with their teammates, or in 
rare instances commit an act of great bravery 
(again with their teammates), and occasionally 
with the civilians surrounding the war torn areas 
they find themselves in; it is very rare that you 
will find any with true strength of character. Af-
ter all, strength of character is frequently seen as 
a moral or ethical strength. Since every modern 
conflict fought has nothing to do with our per-
sonal liberty or freedom (as they are commonly 
defined), these current military actions are im-
moral.

Immorality is the act of defying moral princi-
ples, or something that is contrary to accepted 
moral principles. Morality dictates that murder 
is wrong; morality dictates that theft is wrong; 
we have hundreds of thousands of laws that are 
meant to protect us with regards to the many 
things our society sees as immoral. However, the 
moment a person with a badge and/ or uniform 
begins following orders, they are perceived as 
moral by the general populace. In fact, the only 
time their actions are usually ever seen as im-
moral is when they are among those defeated. 
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The winners never stand trial, the winners are 
seldom held accountable for the immorality of 
their actions. Every day, police officers in this 
nation are merely slapped on the hand for ac-
tions that would result in a civilian’s long-term 
imprisonment or death. Individuals in the mili-
tary are worshiped as heroes, and most will nev-
er see punishment for the hundreds of thousands 
of civilian, non-combatant deaths perpetrated.

The only time you will see a hero fall is when 
that particular individual’s actions bring far too 
much attention to the real problem: the State and 
its perceived leaders. After all, the most com-
monly used defense among all State employees, 
regardless of uniform type is, “I was just follow-
ing orders.” Sadly, the same people who loudly 
proclaim the need for museums to remember 
the Holocaust of the Jews and others in Ger-

many; will never 
be heard chant-
ing for museums 
to the holocaust 
of little Iraqi, Af-
ghanistan, Paki-
stani, Libyan, 

Egyptian, East African, Congolese, Kurd, Viet-
namese, Korean children and noncombatants 
murdered to support needless war. And yes, it 
is a holocaust of epic proportions, the whole-
sale or mass destruction, especially of human 
life occurring daily courtesy of our “heroes” in 
uniforms.

The myth of the all-American hero must be dis-
abused; if we truly want to support our family 
members and friends in the armed forces or law 
enforcement, then we must all tell the truth. In-
sist that they stand on ethics and morality be-
fore arbitrary legislation and orders which may 
come from immoral leaders. Support those who 
do and have done this, who have been summar-
ily dismissed and abused in the media and by 
the general public.  Stop blindly supporting ev-
erything the government does simply because it 
wraps a bow around it and calls it patriotism. I 
personally would rather be considered unpatri-
otic and even a traitor than to blindly worship 

the uniform in the cult of State that exists with-
in this nation today. Nationalism is religion, as 
much a religion as any other that exists. When 
State is religion and religion is State-controlled, 
maybe it is time to join the atheists, who accept 
no gods or masters.

When asked if I have personal heroes, I no lon-
ger have a quick response; however, my heroes 
of today are my immediate family and close 
friends. All of these people have a proper sense 
of morality, strength of character, and in many 
cases they’ve shown great courage by standing 
up for what is right. One among my “inner cir-
cle” is a man in uniform – though I don’t place 
him on a pedestal because of the uniform – but 
in spite of it. Another is a man who worked as a 
law enforcement officer for many years; again, 
I do not categorize him as a hero because of the 
uniform, but rather in spite of it. What we do 
makes us better as people, not what we wear. 
Maybe we should think about that the next time 
we feel the urge to

1. Join in reciting the Pledge of Allegiance, 
or

2. Say something negative about people 
fighting to defend their own homes, families, 
and country against our invading troops, or

3. Support law enforcement officers and/
or legislation which constitute invasion of 
people’s privacy and private property here 
at home. 

 
Free the mind and the body will follow
 
As a voluntaryist it is Jesse's firm belief that we 
should all be better students in life. His education 
is both accredited and auto-didactic and spans 
American History through Modern Criminal Jus-
tice; allowing his philosophy to be fluid, so ques-
tion, criticize and above all exercise your intellect. 
His articles are posted on ZeroGov.Com. You can 
email Jesse at jesse.mathewson@hotmail.com
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DECEMBER 25, 1966

(This article was origi-
nally published as a syndi-
cated newspaper column, 
dedicated to my 9-year-old 
daughter.)

It’s Christmas and I have the usual problem of 
deciding what to give you. I know you might 
enjoy many things — books, games, clothes.

But I’m very selfish. I want to give you some-
thing that will stay with you for more than a few 
months or years. I want to give you a gift that 
might remind you of me every Christmas.

If I could give you just one thing, I’d want it 
to be a simple truth that took me many years 
to learn. If you learn it now, it may enrich your 
life in hundreds of ways. And it may prevent 
you from facing many problems that have hurt 
people who have never learned it.

The truth is simply this:

No one owes you anything.

Significance

How could such a simple statement be impor-
tant? It may not seem so, but understanding it 
can bless your entire life.

No one owes you anything.

It means that no one else is living for you, my 
child. Because no one is you. Each person is liv-
ing for himself; his own happiness is all he can 
ever personally feel.

When you realize that no one owes you happi-
ness or anything else, you’ll be freed from ex-
pecting what isn’t likely to be.

It means no one has to love you. If someone 
loves you, it’s because there’s something spe-
cial about you that gives him happiness. Find 
out what that something special is and try to 
make it stronger in you, so that you’ll be loved 
even more.

When people do things for you, it’s because they 
want to — because you, in some way, give them 
something meaningful that makes them want to 
please you, not because anyone owes you any-
thing.

No one has to like you. If your friends want to 
be with you, it’s not out of duty. Find out what 
makes others happy so they’ll want to be near 
you.

No one has to respect you. Some people may 
even be unkind to you. But once you realize that 
people don’t have to be good to you, and may 
not be good to you, you’ll learn to avoid those 
who would harm you. For you don’t owe them 
anything either.

Living your Life

No one owes you anything.

You owe it to yourself to be the best person pos-
sible. Because if you are, others will want to be 
with you, want to provide you with the things 
you want in exchange for what you’re giving to 
them.
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A Gift for My Daughter 
By Harry Browne

Some people will choose not to be with you 
for reasons that have nothing to do with you. 
When that happens, look elsewhere for the rela-
tionships you want. Don’t make someone else’s 
problem your problem.

Once you learn that you must earn the love and 
respect of others, you’ll never expect the im-
possible and you won’t be disappointed. Others 
don’t have to share their property with you, nor 
their feelings or thoughts.

If they do, it’s because you’ve earned these 
things. And you have every reason to be proud 
of the love you receive, your friends’ respect, 
the property you’ve earned. But don’t ever take 
them for granted. If you do, you could lose 
them. They’re not yours by right; you must al-
ways earn them.

My Experience

A great burden was lifted from my shoulders 
the day I realized that no one owes me anything. 
For so long as I’d thought there were things I 
was entitled to, I’d been wearing myself out — 
physically and emotionally — trying to collect 
them.

No one owes me moral conduct, respect, friend-
ship, love, courtesy, or intelligence. And once 
I recognized that, all my relationships became 
far more satisfying. I’ve focused on being with 
people who want to do the things I want them 
to do.

That understanding has served me well with 
friends, business associates, lovers, sales pros-
pects, and strangers. It constantly reminds me 
that I can get what I want only if I can enter the 
other person’s world. I must try to understand 
how he thinks, what he believes to be important, 
what he wants. Only then can I appeal to some-
one in ways that will bring me what I want.

And only then can I tell whether I really want to 
be involved with someone. And I can save the 
important relationships for those with whom I 
have the most in common.

It’s not easy to sum up in a few words what has 
taken me years to learn. But maybe if you re-
read this gift each Christmas, the meaning will 
become a little clearer every year.

I hope so, for I want more than anything else for 
you to understand this simple truth that can set 
you free: no one owes you anything.
 
Harry Browne was an American free-market Libertarian 
writer and the Libertarian Party's 1996 & 2000 candidate 
for President of the United States. He was also a well-known 
investment advisor for over thirty years, originator of the 
Permanent Portfolio concept, a consultant to the Permanent 
Portfolio Family of Funds, and author of "Harry Browne's 
Special Report" -- a financial newsletter published from 
1974-1997. He was the author of 19 books and thousands 
of articles, Co-founder and Director of Public Policy of the 
libertarian Downsize DC Foundation, host of two weekly net-
work radio shows -- one a political and the other a financial 
show, host of an eTV (internet-based television) show called 
"This Week in Liberty with Harry Browne" on the Internet 
based Free Market News Network, and a popular inspiration-
al public speaker. He passed away in 2006. His website is still 
active and you can visit it by going to HarryBrowne.Org.
 
James Babb (WeWontFly.Com) suggested this article as a 
timeless and relevant piece.
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THE person that I hope 
to mentor this coming 
year is Chief Judge 
Belvin Perry, Jr. of the 
Ninth Circuit Court in 
Florida. And here is 
how...

This is my appeal to anyone interested in fully 
informed juries. In the summer of 2011, both 
Mark Schmidter and I were arrested on sepa-
rate occasions for contempt of court when we 
violated court orders against distributing liter-
ature on the courthouse plaza in Orlando, FL. 
Separate bench trials were held, and each of us 
was found guilty and sentenced to over 140 days 
in jail.

We filed a joint appeal.  Now it has been over 14 
months since the trials, but the court of appeals 
has taken no action.  Here is a letter that I have 
just mailed to the court of appeals.  

I would appreciate it if you feel moved to contact 
the court of appeals and urge it take immediate 
action to overturn the convictions.  Feel free to 
enclose a copy of my letter, if you wish.  Also, 
if you live in Florida,  send copies of your cor-
respondence to your state representatives with 
a copy of my letter.  Feel free to circulate this 
information among your contacts.  A deluge of 
mail should get the court’s attention.

Of course the outcome of this case is of great 
importance to Mark and me.  However it is also 
important to all of you that the courts do not 
nullify the federal and state constitutions by 
court orders.

THE PRICE OF FREEDOM IS ETERNAL 
VIGILANCE

THE PRICE OF JUSTICE IS ETERNAL 
PUBLICITY

Thank you. 
 
Yours in freedom and justice
—Julian

Here is my submission to the Florida Court 
of Appeals:
 

36 Rachel Immenu #2
Jerusalem, Israel 93228

jph13@psu.edu

November 5, 2012

Clerk of Court
Fifth District Court of Appeal
300 South Beach Street
Daytona Beach, FL 32114
Telephone: (386) 255-8600
FAX (386) 947-1562

Heicklen and Schmidter v. State of Florida
Appellate Case # 5D113036

Re: Ninth Judicial Circuit Court of FL, in 
and for Orange and Osceola Counties

Case # 48–2011–CF–8856–O

Dear Clerk:

As Counsel Pro Se, Appellant Julian Heicklen 
is now resubmitting his APPEAL OF APPEL-
LANT of May 21, 3012, which you refused to 
accept when it was submitted on that date in 

violation of Amendment VI of the U. S. Con-
stitution and Article I, Sec. 16(a) of the Florida 
Constitution.   You also have the submissions of 
Adam Sudbury when he was acting as both Ap-
pellants’ counsel. Appellant Heicklen notes that 
the sole Appellee has two attorneys, but you 
wish to deny the same to two Appellants.
 
There are two legal issues involved here:
 

1.  Time and place of the distribution of lit-
erature.
2.  Can a judge legally prevent distribution 
by court order on courthouse grounds?

 
The content of the distributed material is not an 
issue, because it is protected by Amendment I 
of the U. S. Constitution and Article I, Section 
4 of the Florida distribution in the “free speech 
zones.”
 
The time and place issue is discussed in both 
Mr. Sudbury’s (Mark Schmidter’s counsel) and 
Appellant Heicklen’s submissions.   The most 
recent thorough discussion is that issued by U. 
S. District Judge Kimba Wood in her 27 page 
OPINION AND ORDER when she dismissed 
the U. S. government case #10 CR 1154 (KMW) 
against Appellant Heicklen for jury tampering.  
She made it plain and clear that pamphlet distri-
bution on courthouse plazas and all courthouse 
grounds outside the courthouse building are free 
speech zones and a Constitutionally protected 
right. The Opinion and  Dismissal Order, U.  
S.  v. Julian Heicklen 10 CR 1154 (KMW) can 
be found at: http://constitution.org/jury/pj/10-
cr-01154-KMW_order.pdf
 
Prohibition of pamphlet distribution by court 
order is discussed in U. S. Court decisions as 
mentioned in the resubmitted APPEAL OF AP-
PELLANT. Judge Perry claims that his order is 
legal based on Title 40 U.S.C. 13k.  However in 
U. S. v. Grace, 461 U. S. 171, 177–178 (1983), 
the U. S. Supreme Court ruled that statute un-
constitutional, because it violates Amendment 
I.   According to the decision, the time place, 
and manner restrictions must be made by statute 
or by regulations issued pursuant to 40 U. S. C. 
13l, not by court order.
 
To further justify his position that courthouses 
and their surroundings grounds cannot  be  used  
for  expressive  activities,  Judge  Perry  refers  
to  Huminski  v. Corsones, 396 F. 3d 53 (2d Cir. 
2005).  However both the district and appellate 
courts upheld Huminski’s right to expressive 
activities, but the appeals court overturned the 
decision of the district court and ruled in favor 
of Corsones, because she had judicial immunity.
 
It is interesting that Judge Perry cited two court 
cases and misunderstood, or lied about, both of 
them. Is this the standard for Chief Judges in 
Florida?
 
In addition to the legal arguments, Appellant 
was denied his Constitutional right to a jury trial, 
even though he was tried for a criminal offense, 
and made 3 such requests to the judge from the 
Orange County jail prior to the bench trial.  A 
jury trial is mandatory according to Amendment 
VI of the U. S. Constitution and Article I, Sec-
tions 16 and 22 of the Florida State Constitu-
tion.
 
Appellant was held in jail for 22 days without 
bail being set.   He did not receive legal counsel 
until after the trial.  
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The Price of Justice is Eternal Publicity
By Julian Heicklen
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Perry was the judge and prosecutor, even though 
he was the injured party.
 
Appellant Heicklen looks forward to receiving 
all correspondence between the court and the 
attorneys for the State of Florida.   He intends 
to send a written REPLY to their RESPONSE 
and correspondence.
 
Thank  you  for  your  understanding  and  the  
requested  information  before
November 20, 2012.

Sincerely yours,

Julian Heicklen Appellant Counsel Pro Se
 
Encl: Original Appeal document, Certificate of 
Service
 
CC via E-mail to:
JOHN EDWIN FISHER, Counsel for the State 
of Florida
JAMIE BILLOTTE MOSES, Counsel for the 
State of Florida
ADAM SUDBURY, Counsel for Appellant 
Schmidter
MARK SCHMIDTER, Appellant

Appellant Julian Heicklen certifies that copies 
of the letter of November 5, 2012, and APPEAL 
OF APPELLANT for:
 
Heicklen and Schmidter v. State of Florida

Appellate Case # 5D113036

Re: Ninth Judicial Circuit Court of FL, in 
and for Orange and Osceola Counties

 
Case # 48–2011–CF–8856–O

have been sent by E-mail to the following:
 
JOHN EDWIN FISHER, ESQUIRE Fisher 
Rushmer, P.A. jfisher@fisherlawfirm.com
 
JAMIE BILLOTTE MOSES, ESQUIRE Fisher 
Rushmer, P.A. jmoses@fisherlawfirm.com
 
Adam Sudbury
Adam.Sudbury@SudburyLaw.net
 
Mark Schmidter mschmidter@gmail.com
 

Julian Heicklen Appellant Counsel Pro Se
 

November 5, 2012
Date

Letter I sent to various Florida officials:

36 Rachel Immenu #2
Jerusalem, Israel93228 

jph13@psu.edu
December 2, 2012

 
William D. Snyder, Chair, Judiciary Commit-
tee, 412 House Office Building, 402
South Monroe Street Tallahassee, FL 32399-
1300.
Ms. Brooke Kennerly, Executive Director, 
Judicial Qualifications Commission, Room 
102, Historic Capitol Building, Tallahassee, FL 
32399-6000
Pam Bondi, Florida Attorney General, Office 
of Attorney General, State of Florida, The Capi-
tol PL-01, Tallahassee, FL 32399-1050
Jerry L. Demings, Sheriff , Orange County 
Sheriff’s Office, 2500 West Colonial Drive, Or-
lando, FL 32804
Captain Nancy DeFerrari, Warden, Orange 
County Jail Facilities, 823 W Central Blvd Or-
lando, FL 32805
Pamela R. Masters, Clerk of Court, Fifth Dis-
trict Court of Appeal, 300 South Beach Street, 
Daytona Beach, FL 32114
Belvin Perry, Jr., Chief Judge, Orange County 
Courthouse, 425 N. Orange Avenue, Orlando, 
Florida 32801

RE:

MARK E. SCHMIDTER, et al., Plaintiff(s)

v.

BELVIN PERRY, JR., Defendant(s)

IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT 
COURT, MIDDLE DISTRICT OF FLORI-

DA, ORLANDO DISION
CASE #: 6:12-CV-1102-ORL-31-KRS

Heicklen and Schmidter v. State of Florida
Appellate Case # 5D113036

Re: Ninth Judicial Circuit Court of FL, in 
and for Orange and Osceola Counties Case 

# 48–2011–CF–8856–O

Gentle People:

I am writing to request that you take legal ac-
tion action against Chief Judge Belvin Perry, Jr. 
of the Orange County Court for the following 
reasons:

Continues on Page 24 
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I distributed Fully Informed Jury Association 
(FIJA) literature at the Orange County Court-
house, deliberately challenging court orders 
prohibiting the distribution on the sidewalk con-
necting the parking garage and the courthouse, 
as well as on most of the courthouse plaza.  As 
a result I was arrested on August 22, 2011, for 
contempt of court.    My property was seized 
by the deputy sheriffs and still has not been re-
turned.

Criminal trial

On the same day at the arraignment, Chief Judge 
Belvin Perry, Jr. for Orange County presided.  I 
exercised my  U. S. Constitution Amendment V 
right to remain silent. For this I was punished.

Judge Perry charged me with contempt of court.   
He did not set bail, but confined me to the Or-
ange County Jail for 22 days until he held a bail 
hearing. Judge  Perry  made  no  effort  to  pro-
vide  me  with  counsel  as  required  by Amend-
ments VI and XIV of the U. S Constitution.  In 
addition, Article I, Section 16(a) of the Florida 
Constitution states:

•	 “to have compulsory process for witnesses”
•	 “to confront at trial adverse witnesses”
•	 “to be heard in person, by counsel”
•	 “to have a speedy and public trial by impar-

tial jury”

I was denied all of those rights.   Three sum-
moned jurors appeared to testify, but five others 
who filed statements with the Court were not 
called for cross examination.

My trial was set for September 1, 2011.   Judge 
Perry, the litigant accuser, presided at the trial 
and acted as the prosecutor. I acted as counsel 
pro se.
Three jurors summoned for other cases and two 
deputy sheriffs testified. I had no opportunity to 
confront any of these witnesses prior to trial.

None of the witnesses claimed that I had ap-
proached them or targeted jurors, because, in 
fact, I had done neither.   I had stood on the 
sidewalk and offered pamphlets to any passers-
by. I could not distinguish potential jurors from 
anyone else.

I was convicted of criminal contempt, even 
though I was arrested for civil contempt, sen-
tenced to 145 days in jail and fined $200 plus 
court costs. Then I was returned to jail until my 
bail hearing on September 10, 2011, where I 
was released on $12,000 bail pending appeal.

While in jail, my legal papers were confiscated 
and destroyed by prison guards on my day of en-
try.  I was denied access to the law library during 
my whole stay of 22 days.   Since I was acting as 
counsel pro se, this made it difficult to prepare 
a complete defense. Three written requests to 

Judge Perry for a jury trial were ignored. Judge 
Perry claimed that he never received them.

Appellate Court

An appeal was filed on my behalf within 30 
days after the trial by my counsel at that time, 
Adam Sudbury.   Legal briefs for appellants 
were submitted both by Counsel Sudbury and 
myself in June, 2012 (http://www.personal.psu.
edu/faculty/j/p/jph13/Orlando_contempt_trial.
html).

A defense of the conviction was submitted by 
Judge Perry on September 2, 2011. In his brief, 
Judge Perry lied three times, thus commit-
ting three counts of perjury . See: http://www.
personal.psu.edu/faculty/j/p/jph13/Perry_Re-
ply_2_5_11.html and http://www.personal.
psu.edu/faculty/j/p/jph13/ Order_and_judg-
ment_9_2_11.html

One lie was that Appellant Heicklen had ap-
proached and targeted jurors.  There was no 
testimony to that effect by recipients of the 
pamphlets or deputy sheriffs.   Heicklen never 
approached nor targeted anyone.   He stood on 
a public sidewalk and offered pamphlets to any-
one passing by him.

The  second  lie  was  that  a  U.  S.  Circuit  
Court  in  Huminski  v. Corsones, 396 F. 3d 53 
(2004) had upheld a trial court’s decision to ban 
expressive speech in the court parking lot.   The 
district trial court found Judge Corsones guilty 
of violating Huminski’s First Amendment rights.  
The Circuit Court of Appeals upheld Humin-
ski’s right, but reversed the decision based on 
judicial immunity.

In the third claim, Judge Perry stated that in 
United States v. Grace, 461 US 171 - 1983, the 
Supreme Court upheld U. S. Statute 40 U. S. C. 
§ 13k which permits banning pamphleteering 
on court plazas.  Actually the Supreme Court 
declared that statute unconstitutional. Further-
more the Court proclaimed that free speech on 
court plazas could not be banned by court order.

Judge Perry knew that he was lying, because he 
had made these claims in another court decision 
and I had written to him at that time pointing out 
his errors (http://www.personal.psu.edu/faculty/
j/p/jph13/Letter_to_Perry_5-17-11.html).

In his brief, Judge Perry admitted that in the 
Schmidter trial, he asked: "WHERE DO WE 
END WITH FREE SPEECH?"  My correct 
answer is NOWHERE! (U. S. Constitution 
Amendment I and Florida Constitution, Article 
I, Section 4).

The appellate court required a response from 
the state attorneys representing Appellee Perry. 
No response has been received, nor any request 

Continues on Page 25 
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for an extension, from Judge Perry or his coun-
sels. In fact, no further correspondence at all has 
been received from them.

To make sure that I did not overlook or miss 
anything, I requested in my letter of November 
5, 2012 to the appeals court, with copies to all 
concerned parties, that all correspondence of 
the Appellee’s counsels with the court should be 
sent to me by November 20, 2012 (http://www.
personal.psu.edu/faculty/j/p/jph13/Request_
for_information_11-5-12.html). No response 
from any party.

Obviously, neither the counsels for the Appellee 
nor the Florida Attorney General are contesting 
the appeal. Therefore the conviction is automat-
ically overturned.  All the relevant case docu-
ments in my possession are posted at:  http://
www.personal.psu.edu/faculty/j/p/jph13/Orlan-
do_contempt_trial.html.

Requests

1. I request the Florida House of Representa-
tives Judiciary Committee initiate impeach-
ment proceedings against Judge Perry.

2. I request the Judicial Disciplinary Com-
mittee to strip Judge Perry of his judgeship 
and license to practice law.

3. I request the Florida Attorney General to 
initiate criminal proceedings against

Judge Perry for perjury and treason (or at 
least sedition).

4. I request the Florida Attorney General to 
remind the Orange County Jail of its duty 
to keep hands off legal documents, allow all 
inmates access to the law library, and see 
that inmate mail to the courthouse is deliv-
ered.

5. I request the Sheriff to return all of my 
confiscated property.

6. I request the appellate court to see that I 
am reimbursed for:

a. my attorney fee of $5000,
b. filing fee for this appeal,
c.  my expenses in the Orange County 
Jail,
d. bail bondsman fee of $1200,

Continued from Page 24 - The Price of Justice is Eternal Publicity

e. $22,000 for the time spent in jail,
f. and $100, 000 for aggravation and time 
devoted to fighting this case.

THE PRICE OF FREEDOM IS ETERNAL 
VIGILANCE

Thank you for your consideration.

Yours in freedom and justice,

Julian Heicklen
Appellant
Organizer, Tyranny Fighters

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

Appellant Julian Heicklen certifies that copies 
of this letter of December 2, 2012,  have been 
sent by E-mail to the following:

JOHN EDWIN FISHER, ESQUIRE Fisher 
Rushmer, P.A. jfisher@fisherlawfirm.com

JAMIE BILLOTTE MOSES, ESQUIRE Fisher 
Rushmer, P.A. jmoses@fisherlawfirm.com

Adam Sudbury
Adam.Sudbury@SudburyLaw.net

Mark Schmidter
mschmidter@gmail.com

Tyranny Fighters Legal Panel News Outlets

Julian Heicklen is a re-
tired Chemistry Professor 
from Penn State Univer-
sity. He has been a liber-
tarian activists for many 
years, has spent count-
less hours on the steps of 
court buildings handing 
out FIJA (Fully Informed 

Jury Association) information, as well as be-
ing an advocate for marijuana legalization. He 
has been arrested and incarcerated many, many 
times for his efforts to educate the public of gov-
ernment corruption, and fled to Israel on May 
22nd, 2012 as a political exile and was granted 
Israeli citizenship at customs. Visit his webpage 
at TyrranyFighters.Com and Facebook.
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Congressman Ron Paul's Farewell Speech to Congress

CONGRESSMAN RON PAUL'S FAREWELL 
SPEECH TO CONGRESS:

CONGRESSMAN Ron Paul of Texas enjoys a 
national reputation as the premier advocate for 
liberty in politics today. Dr. Paul is the leading 
spokesman in Washington for limited consti-
tutional government, low taxes, free markets, 
and a return to sound monetary policies based 
on commodity-backed currency. He is known 
among both his colleagues in Congress and his 
constituents for his consistent voting record in 
the House of Representatives: Dr. Paul never 
votes for legislation unless the proposed mea-
sure is expressly authorized by the Constitution. 
In the words of former Treasury Secretary Wil-
liam Simon, Dr. Paul is the "one exception to 
the Gang of 535" on Capitol Hill.

Ron Paul was born and raised in Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania. He graduated from Gettysburg 
College and the Duke University School of 
Medicine, before proudly serving as a flight 
surgeon in the U.S. Air Force during the 1960s. 
He and his wife Carol moved to Texas in 1968, 
where he began his medical practice in Brazoria 
County. As a specialist in obstetrics/gynecolo-
gy, Dr. Paul has delivered more than 4,000 ba-
bies! He and Carol, who reside in Lake Jackson, 
Texas, are the proud parents of five children and 
have eighteen grandchildren.

While serving in Congress during the late 1970s 
and early 1980s, Dr. Paul's limited-government 

ideals were not popular in Washington. He 
served on the House Banking committee, where 
he was a strong advocate for sound monetary 
policy and an outspoken critic of the Federal 
Reserve's inflationary measures. He also was a 
key member of the Gold Commission, advocat-
ing a return to a gold standard for our currency. 
He was an unwavering advocate of pro-life and 
pro-family values. Dr. Paul consistently voted 
to lower or abolish federal taxes, spending, and 
regulation, and used his House seat to actively 
promote the return of government to its prop-
er constitutional levels. In 1984, he voluntarily 
relinquished his House seat and returned to his 
medical practice.

Dr. Paul returned to Congress in 1997 to repre-
sent the 14th Congressional district of Texas. He 
serves on the House Financial Services Com-
mittee, and the Foreign Affairs Committee. On 
the Financial Services Committee, Rep. Paul 
serves as the chairman of the Subcommittee on 
Domestic and Monetary Policy. He continues to 
advocate a dramatic reduction in the size of the 
federal government and a return to constitution-
al principles.

Dr. Paul is the author of several books, includ-
ing Challenge to Liberty; The Case for Gold; 
and A Republic, If You Can Keep It. He has 
been a distinguished counselor to the Ludwig 
von Mises Institute, and is widely quoted by 
scholars and writers in the fields of monetary 
policy, banking, and political economy. He has 
received many awards and honors during his 
career in Congress, from organizations such as 
the National Taxpayers Union, Citizens Against 
Government Waste, the Council for a Competi-
tive Economy, and countless others.

Dr. Paul's consistent vot-
ing record prompted one 
Congressman to com-
ment that "Ron Paul 
personifies the Found-
ing Fathers' ideal of the 

citizen-statesman. He makes it clear that his 
principles will never be compromised, and they 
never are." Another Congresswoman added 
that "There are few people in public life who, 
through thick and thin, rain or shine, stick to 
their principles. Ron Paul is one of those few."
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visible, tangible, and unforgettable; especially 
for younger people. Anyone who’s ever been to 
Washington DC, either as or with a child, can 
testify to that.

Why Now?

Because the Bill of Rights is nowhere to be 
found in our public square,* and barely taught 
in our schools anymore. This is not just about 
neglecting our history. The concepts embodied 
in the Bill of Rights have much light to shed 
on our current dilemmas. The free exchange of 
ideas is not just essential to civic discourse; it 
also produces the innovations that drive pros-
perity. The system of checks and balances that 
was designed to limit concentrations of power 
and the abuses they inevitably cause also pro-
motes transparency and accountability; the life-
blood of free markets. The right to bear arms 
and the presumption of innocence both put the 
government on notice as to who is the master 
and who the servant in our Republic, as timely a 
message today as ever.

Where Does the Money Go?

MyBillofRights.org is an all volunteer group. 
None of our officers or board members are com-
pensated for their efforts. A minimum of 85% 
of your contribution goes toward direct project 
costs. The remainder covers operational costs, 
such as phones, printing, and social media in-
frastructure.

*There was not a single permanent display of 
the Bill of Rights anywhere in America until 
MyBillofRights.org dedicated our first Town 
Square Project in 2008, in Montezuma, Iowa. 
There is still not a single major public celebra-
tion of this remarkable document, though we 
expect that to change in 2012 due to the prog-
ress with our monument in Arizona.

WELCOME To MyBillOfRights.Org
 
BREAKING NEWS – Bill of Rights Day Dedi-
cation In Arizona!
$30,000 Installation Fund Match For Arizona
 
Our Mission

To raise awareness of and 
respect for the freedoms 
and principles in the Bill 
of Rights through the 
creation of monuments 
and permanent displays 
in civic spaces across 
America.

Our goal is to place this legacy front and center 
at as many State Capitols and in as many Town 
Squares as possible, elevating the Bill of Rights 
once and for all to the position of public promi-
nence it deserves, as a clarion call to the genera-
tions that follow to pay heed to their American 
birthright of liberty.

Why The Bill of Rights?

The Bill of Rights is the single most powerful 
and successful assertion of individual rights and 
liberties ever written. It is one of history’s most 
important and influential documents, with an 
ingenious balance of personal freedoms and po-
litical principles that has proven dynamic and 
durable, becoming the global road map for hu-
man rights and the basic demand of people ev-
erywhere seeking freedom from oppression.

Why Monuments?

Because monuments have a unique way of con-
necting us with our heritage, by showing each 
new generation exactly what the generations 
before them felt was so important that they lit-
erally carved it into stone. They make history 
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America's First Monument to the Bill of Rights 
Arizona Dedication Ceremony

By Donna Hancock
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(Full Size of PDF HERE)

Time lapse of the Amendment monoliths for 
America's 1st Bill of Rights Monument being 
craned on to their pedastels in advance of the 
monument's Bill of Rights Day (December 15) 
dedication at the Arizona Capitol.

We're still almost $10,000 short of full funding. 
Can you chip in so we can continue our mis-
sion? http://MyBillofRights.org/contribute
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The Greatest Jihad
By Davi Barker

EARLIER this month I returned home from 
Hajj, the Islamic pilgrimage to Mecca. They 
say the sign of a successful pilgrimage is that 
your life changes. Well, I got that in spades, as 
I’ll explain. But the strangest thing about be-
ing back is when people ask me, “How was it?” 
Like I was returning from a Sunday matinee or 
a dentist appointment. I don’t think it’s possible 
to summarize in words pithy enough for casual 
conversation. The closest I’ve come is “It was 
not what I hoped, but everything I needed.”

It reminded me of the Spiral Dance, a name 
popularized by the author Starhawk, for a mo-
tif that is ubiquitous across spiritual traditions. 
The May Pole. Yggdrasil. It is the concept of 
traveling to and circulating the axis mundi only 
to discover that the journey had a beginning but 
has no ending, because the boundaries of the 
circle were always ephemeral.

Before I left, my consciousness was centered 
around maintaining my own integrity along the 
journey. Integrity is all too cheap in this world, 
so cheap in fact that the public order has left 
almost no accommodation for it whatsoever. A 
person of integrity is by necessity a rebel, be-
cause one can no longer do anything, no lon-
ger travel, no longer buy or sell, so longer milk 
cows and drink children’s lemonade without the 
public order demanding that we compromise 
our integrity. On this journey I would contend 
with two bureaucracies before I would reach 
my destination, the TSA and the Saudi Regime.

On the application for a Hajj Visa, one is asked 
to sign a document to the effect that they accept 
all the laws of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. 
In the document published by the Saudi Em-
bassy describing their basic laws, Article 1 de-
fines them as a “sovereign Arab Islamic state.” 
I don’t see how I could possibly sign such trash 
with my integrity intact. So, I didn’t. I wrote 
“under duress,” and thankfully bureaucracies 
are too bloated and inefficient to catch small de-
tails most of the time.

To explain why I cannot agree to define Saudi 
Arabia as an “Islamic state” (to whatever extent 
such a thing can exist, or should), a little back-
ground. The Saudi Regime is hardly even a gov-
ernment. It is a British created, America backed 

oil cartel, and little else. Armed and funded by 
the British in exchange for oil rights, the Saud 
family slaughtered the Muslims of Arabia who 
wouldn’t accept their doctrine, pushing adher-
ents of traditional Islam into North Africa and 
surrounding Arab nations. They modeled their 
state on a British principality, not anything in-
digenous to Islamic culture, and became honor-
ary “Knights of the Bath,” a British military or-
der of chivalry. Since then they have bulldozed 
dozens, maybe hundreds of historical sites and 
monuments that had been part of Islamic heri-
tage for over a thousand years. They desecrated 
the graves of many prominent historical figures, 
including members of Muhammad’s family. And 
they destroyed the history of their own rise to 
power by banning books which criticized their 
doctrine. So, forgive me if I see their Islamic 
paraphernalia as pure propaganda, and them as 
satanic usurpers of Islam’s holiest sites.

There is a saying of Muhammad’s that has long 
been my favorite which is, “The greatest jihad 
is proclaiming the truth in the face of a tyrant” 
(Tirmidhi 2174). But it has always seemed like 
an apparent contradiction to another of his more 
popular sayings that the greatest jihad is the in-
ner struggle against the false self. During my 
trip it occurred to me that there is no contradic-
tion here at all. One describes the macrocosm 
and the other the microcosm of the same basic 
struggle between truth and falsehood. Because 
the tyrant is a false self at large, dispelled by 
truth, not by force. And the false self is itself a 
tyrant, enslaving the true self by illusion. It for-
bids you from taking action, censors you from 
speaking out, and rules you by fear. So, the in-
ner struggle is in reality to proclaim the truth in 
your own face… because your worst tyrant is 
you.

This has been a major change for me. Acknowl-
edging that there is no political solution to the 
problem of illegitimate public order. If there is a 
solution to the problem of liberty and tyranny in 
our lives, it is a personal one. It is to act, to speak 
and to think with integrity. No political solution 
is viable. Electing a duopoly candidate is no so-
lution. And electing a third party or independent 
candidate is nonviable. Democracy, and politics 
more generally always produces a tensegrity 
that must eventually collapse. Historically, ty-
rannical powers collapse either by over extend-
ing their military, or over printing their curren-
cy. The United States is poised for both, and any 
potential solution to this crash will be resisted 
by the powers that benefit from these policies. 
Candidates who propose these solutions will be 
marginalized. Civilians who demand these so-
lutions with any effectiveness with be targeted. 
The ship is sinking. The only viable solutions 
are to look for a life raft, or learn to swim.

So, how does one act, speak and think with in-
tegrity? That became the center of my thinking 
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over the course of the trip, and will become the 
question driving my advocacy moving forward. 
To those ends, I’ve begun writing a travel log 
of my experience that I’m titling “Seven Stones 
for Advocates”.

When I got home from Hajj, the Islamic pil-
grimage to Mecca, it was time to begin to build 
a new life, primarily because when I returned I 
was laid off from my job. I'm not convinced this 
isn't a good thing. I see this as an opportunity 
to do what I've been wanting to do for a three 
years or more. To plunge into the 'voluntary life' 
as a full time freelancer and Agorist. Lots to say 
about the trip, but not yet. I filled multiple jour-
nals along the way which I'm planning to polish 
and publish a travel log titled: Seven Stones for 
Advocates

Photos

The Prophet's Mosque was built by the Prophet 
Muhammad and has undergone many expan-
sions and embellishments since then. The site 
was originally adjacent to Muhammad's house, 
and final resting place, but now incorporates 
both.

The Kaaba was constructed by Abraham and is 
the direction of prayer for all Muslims around 
the world. Every year millions of Muslims per-
form the pilgrimage to circumambulate this cu-
bic building. Some of the rites performed on the 
journey are reenactments of historical events, 
but others (and I’d argue the more important) 
are outward expressions of an inward journey 
taken by the heart.

Here are some more photos of the trip:

The gate to the Prophet's Mosque in Medina

The Kaaba in Mecca
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Davi Barker on Declare Your Independence with 
Ernest Hancock radio show, 11-09-12 (Part 1 of 
2):

Davi Barker on Declare Your Independence with 
Ernest Hancock radio show, 11-09-12 (Part 2 of 
2):

Portions reprinted from the DailyAnarchist.
Com and the MuslimAgorist.Com
 
Davi Barker is Assistant Director of Muslims for 
Liberty. A prolific writer for M4L and a number 
of online publications. He maintains his person-
al blog-site at San Fransisco Muslim Examiner.
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LYRICS by Starchild

 As always with these song 
revisions I write, it works 
best if you listen to the 
music of the original while 
reading the lyrics so you 
can imagine how it would 

sound. 

Love & Liberty,

                                 ((( Starchild )))

“Channels On TV”
[To the tune of “Seasons In The Sun”]

This version would start out with sound of white 
noise on a TV set, then the sound of the channel 
being changed just before the vocals begin:

Goodbye to family, house and home
We can’t afford to make good on the loan
After taxes what we make
Just won’t cut it I’m afraid
Warplanes, bailouts, Medicaid 

Goodbye to fiat currency
You've had a good run since 1913
Did you have fun mister chair
Creating money out of air?
Markets went from bull to bear

We had wealth we had peace, we had channels 
on TV
But the State grew too strong, now our freedoms 
are all gone

Goodbye Ron Paul you fought for us
Warned of the housing bubble, boom and bust
Welfare and war we can’t sustain
Tried to minimize the pain
Please don’t let it be in vain
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New Season Lyrics to the tune of Seasons in the Sun
By Starchild

Goodbye our rightful president
Honest and humble in your brave dissent
Sparked a movement with your run
Spoke to our generation
Hope that we can trust your son

We had wealth we had peace, oil in the Middle 
East
But the policies were wrong, and the wars went 
on too long

We had joy we had fun, we had seasons in the 
sun
But the State grew too strong, now our freedoms 
are all gone

Goodbye to civil liberties
Our Bill of Rights protections rest in peace
Riot police and poison gas
Orwell’s nightmare come to pass
This transmission is the last

Goodbye my friends it’s time to go
Pack up the gear and head out in the snow
Now R3VOLution’s in the air
We will find our Tahrir Square
Send a signal when you’re there

We had joy we had fun, we had seasons in the 
sun
But the flag that we flew wasn’t what we thought 
we knew
We had wealth we had peace, we had channels 
on TV
But the State grew too strong, now our freedoms 
are all gone

We’ll have joy we’ll have fun, we’ll have sea-
sons in the sun
But the price we must pay has a heavy cost to-
day
We’ll have wealth we’ll have peace, we’ll have 
Internet TV
But they won’t set you free, you must fight for 
liberty

[Last two stanzas would fade out gradually into 
white noise]
 

Starchild is a libertar-
ian activist in San Fran-
cisco and a member of 
the LNC (Libertarian 
National Committlee)
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two Keynesian presidential candidates – Barack 
Obama and Mitt Romney. Yet in China, policy-
makers have begun welcoming and listening to 
a more-sensible voice.

A recent Wall Street Journal story says that – 
three years ago when Keynesian economic in-
terventionism and stimulus spending was all the 
rage in Beijing and another predictable asset 
bubble was building in China – Zhang Weiying, 
who teaches at Peking University, was sounding 
like Ludwig von Mises, Murray Rothbard and 
F.A. Hayek and giving speeches titled "Bury 
Keynesianism."

Predictably, the Keynesians stimulus spending 
failed. The turn of events, says the Journal, was 
"a poster child for Mr. Zhang’s Austrian theo-
ries."

" ... the sheer size of the failure suddenly 
has people paying attention. ‘The Keynes-
ian policy didn’t deliver what it promised,’ 
[Zhang] says, so ‘more and more people 
realize that ... when the government makes 
investment [in] something that’s useless, re-
cession will come.’

"Chinese officials no longer treat Mr. Zhang 
as a pariah. He reports that Ministry of Ag-
riculture officials tell him they enjoy read-
ing his articles. Other ministries and local 
governments, including in Henan and Lia-
oning provinces, invite him to speak.

"He says that when he recently wrote an ar-
ticle praising the late Austrian economist 
Murray Rothbard, the Communist Party 
secretary of Shanghai – a fairly high-level 
apparatchik – told him he liked it."

The Keynesian experience has never delivered 
what it promised in this country, either. Not in 
the Great Depression of the 1930s. Not in the 
stagflation of the 1970s. And not now.

The Keynesian approach has, however, pro-
duced a debt colossus even as it has trashed the 
currency. Not quite what we would have want-
ed.

China still has a long way to go on 
the muddy road to freedom. But it 
has come a long way since the re-
former Deng Xiaoping started mak-
ing changes in 1979.

As for America?
Turn! Turn! Turn!

LET’S be frank. Over the last 
generation, Americans have 
become poorer. Meanwhile, 
the Chinese are becoming 
more-prosperous.

Since the late 1970s, China’s 
GDP has grown tenfold. But 

the American story is best encapsulated in a 
Milken Institute study.

This study revealed that, over the course of 
40 years (1969–2009), the median earnings of 
American men with college degrees fell by 12% 
in constant (inflation-adjusted) dollars. For men 
with only a high-school diploma, earnings fell a 
staggering 47%.

You’ve probably heard it said that all life is a 
state of flux between opposites. Day becomes 
night, young becomes old and even the old 
eventually become, in many ways, much like 
infants.

As the World Turns

In the wisdom traditions of the world, such say-
ings are found as "every high thing shall be 
made low," or that yin becomes yang and yang 
becomes yin.

So maybe we shouldn’t be surprised that Ameri-
ca has become less-free – and, necessarily, less-
prosperous.

Maybe it can simply be chalked up to the natural 
rhythm of things, the ebb and flow of life. Or as 
the old preacher Ecclesiastes (and Pete Seeger 
and the Byrds) put it, "To everything there is a 
season, turn, turn, turn."

And maybe it shouldn’t be surprising that peo-
ple in China and much of the rest of the world 
have struggled out from under the boot of the 
state and, becoming more-free, are also becom-
ing more-prosperous.

Wouldn’t it be a sad irony – sad for us, any-
way – if the outcome of this dynamic should be 
that China increasingly embraces free markets 
and economic freedom, while the United States 
continues its downward spiral into 
statism?
That seems to be the case.

How Did This Happen?

Monetary policy remains in the hands of money-
printing Keynesians like Ben Bernanke, while 
Americans were forced to choose between the 
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TRADING PLACES
By Charles Goyette
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Unfortunately, that’s not likely. America has 
committed itself to far too many of these sui-
cidal Keynesian policies.

The Fed’s promise to print 40 billion new dollars 
every month has sealed the fate of the greenback 
… and it’s pushing thousands of savvy investors 
into one great safe haven:

Gold.

However, as the need for gold grows, so too 
do the risks of buying it and owning it.

Let’s take a look at some recent developments 
on the gold front:

• Germany’s central bank is repatriating 
150 tons of gold it has stored in New York, 
London and Paris in response to a court 
order that it verify its gold holdings. At the 
same time, we discovered that a decade ago 
Germany quietly repatriated a third of the 
gold it had stored in London.

• Such moves have not yet become a stam-
pede, but they will. For now, tiny Ecuador’s 
government has asked its central bank to 
repatriate a third of its national gold held 
abroad.

• This year for the first time, the U.S. Trea-
sury has drilled assay samples to test for 
authenticity and purity of its gold bars 
held by the New York Federal Reserve.

• Questions are being asked about incon-
sistencies in the global supply/demand 
numbers for gold, questions that point to 
unreported central bank activities.

• The most recent news in the fake gold front 
comes from Australia: The Federal Police 
have been called in to investigate coun-
terfeit Perth Mint gold bars, presumably 
made in Chinese “forgery factories.”

It is an environment rich with unacceptable lev-
els of risk for investors. But before you make 
any decisions about gold, consider this.

Nothing will dissuade China from its long-term 
objective of global economic leadership. And it 
knows what it needs to do. In my book The Dol-
lar Meltdown, I wrote that while a linkage of its 
currency to gold is not imminent, “such a move 
would assure China’s dominance in world com-
merce for many years to come.”

But judge for yourself what China is doing.

According to ZeroHedge, China’s 2012 gold im-
ports through the end of August amount to 512 
tons. That means China has imported more gold 
in the first eight months of this year than the 
entire official holdings of the European Central 
Bank.

It’s being missed by America’s governing class-
es which, as our debt crisis makes clear, are 
incapable of considering the long-term conse-
quences of anything.

As for gold as a long-term holding, there are 
a variety of ways to do it, from taking posses-
sion of your physical bullion (bars, coins, etc.), 
to buying precious-metals ETFs that invest in 
actual bullion (and not the paper or promises of 
another institution).
Be sure to check with your tax adviser on the 
best way to go, but the lesson here is that if 
countries can’t trust each other, it’s even-more-
important for “little guys” like us to do our own 
due diligence when investing in precious metals 
with our even-more-precious capital.
 
Reprinted from UncommonWisdomDaily.Com

---
Charles Goyette [send him mail] is the author of 
the New York Times bestseller The Dollar Melt-
down. His new book is Red and Blue and Broke 
All Over: Restoring America’s Free Economy. He 
is also editor of Freedom & Prosperity Letter, a 
monthly political and financial newsletter dedicat-
ed to revealing the truth about the U.S.'s political 
scene and economic climate.
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“PROVIDENCE has given 
to our people the choice of 
their rulers, and it is the duty,
as well as the privilege and 
interest of our Christian na-
tion to select and prefe Chris-
tians for their rulers”

John Jay, president of the Continental Congress 
(1778-1779)

•	 Drafter of New York’s first constitution (1777)
•	 Chief Justice of New York Supreme Court 

(1777-1778)
•	 Chief Justice of the United States (1789-

1795)
•	 Governor of New York (1795-1801)
•	 Author Federalist Papers 2,3,4,5,& 64

The above quote from John Jay adds authori-
tative support to my position in my article last 
month as a reason why Christians should vote. 
The result of our Presidential election last month 
shows how far our citizens have strayed from the 
vision and principles of our Founding Fathers. 
As Don McAlvany, editor of the McAlvany 
Intelligence Advisor, stated in the current De-
cember 2012 issue “On November 6, America 
committed national suicide when it re-elected a 
Marxist and a Muslim, Barack Hussein Obama, 
to rule over us; much as Germany committed 
national suicide when it elected Adolf Hitler 
and the Nazis to power in early 1933.”

McAlvany goes on to say that “The politicians 
we have chosen reflect who we are as a nation. 
We have chosen a radical leftist agenda. We 
have knowingly again chosen a man who has 
raped and pillaged the free market; taken over 
whole industries….” Americans will now suf-
fer the consequences of our folly.”
 
Austrian free market economist Ludwig von 
Mises argued that political and economic liberty 
are inextricably linked. “Government is a guar-
antor of liberty and is compatible with liberty 
only if its range is adequately restricted to the 
preservation of what is called economic free-
dom. Where there is no market economy, the 
best-intentioned provisions of constitutions and 
laws remain a dead letter.” Like von Mises,
Milton Friedman argued for many years that 
economic and political liberty were interlinked, 
and that to destroy one would eventually harm 
the other.
 
Those free market quotes illustrate the point I al-
luded to in my article last month. It is delusional 
to think that we can maintain liberty solely by 
focusing on the free market, and not participate 
in the electoral process, as “fatally flawed” as it 
is. Elections have consequences.
 
Consent of the Governed

Non-voting proponents argue that our system of 
government requires “consent of the governed” 
and by voting for nobody, they withhold their 
consent. Not voting is an attack the illusion of 
legitimacy of elections. “I didn’t vote for that.”  
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Elections Have Consequences
By Dan Gutenkauf

Yet there is no denying that as a nation, we all 
live with the consequences of those who voted, 
as well as those who didn’t vote. The oft re-
peated mantra is “The lesser of two evils is still 
evil”, as if that principle somehow justifies non- 
participation in the electoral process.

I maintain that the lesser of two evils is still less-
er”. By not voting, it is, in effect, consenting to 
the possibility of being governed by the greater 
of two evils by default. The non-voter failed to 
oppose the greater of two evils. As I stated last 
month “Not to vote is to vote”. Judge Andrew 
Napolitano tackled the same thorny issue in his 
LewRockwell.com article last month “Should 
you Vote for President?” http://lewrockwell.
com/napolitano/napolitano74.1.html He posed 
the question “Can you vote by not voting?”  He 
said he knows many good freedom-loving peo-
ple who are fed up with big government, but 
view Romney as the lesser of two evils. The 
judge asks the question “Can one morally vote 
for the lesser of two evils? In a word, no…On 
the other hand, even a small step toward the free 
market and away form the Obama years of cen-
tral economic planning would be at least a small 
improvement for every American’s freedom. A 
journey of a thousand miles begins with a single 
step.”
 
To me, it seems intellectually inconsistent to 
complain about expansion of the statist society 
that thrives on the system of legal plunder called 
“socialism”, and yet by not voting, to consent to 
the inevitable result of re-electing a president 
whose agenda is more expansive and  more co-
ercive government, redistribution of wealth, 
and insurmountable debt. As Thomas Jefferson 
said “Most bad government has grown out of 
too much government.”

Self- Defeating Strategies by Political Parties

This recent Presidential election brought to 
mind the famous redundant quote by New York 
Yankee baseball great Yogi Berra “It’s like déjà 
vu all over again.” This election reminded me 
of the 1996 election when the Republican estab-
lishment ran Bob Dole as the “designated loser” 
against incumbent Bill Clinton. Four years ago 
it was RINO John McCain, and this time an-
other RINO, Mitt Romney did not garner the 
enthusiastic support of true conservatives and 
proponents of limited government. The Repub-
lican party’s disgraceful sabotage of Ron Paul 
delegation at the Republican convention in 
Tampa was a self-defeating strategy that unfor-
tunately assured a “Groundhog Day” result on 
November 6. As long as the GOP continues to 
nominate “moderate” candidates, it is destined 
to keep handing the election to the “progres-
sives” on a silver platter.

While I heartily support the Libertarian princi-
ples of Austrian free market economics and not 
initiating force, I have a bone to pick with what 
I consider a contradictory and self-defeating 
strategy. I think it is disingenuous to decry vot-
ing a as sham and immoral, and then use that 

Continues on Page 36 
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same electoral platform to siphon away vital 
votes from Republican candidates, whose phil-
osophical platform advocates more limited gov-
ernment, and thus ensuring victory for the party 
of legal plunder.

As it should be clear from this election, mod-
erate Republicans can’t win elections without 
capturing the independent vote. And Indepen-
dents can’t win elections on their own. If the 
goal of a Libertarian campaigning for office, 
without realistic chance of victory, is to con-
vince the Republicans that they can’t win with-
out Independents and that  they need to adopt 
more Libertarian positions, I think that goal was 
achieved in spades this election. However, the 
ultimate result is throwing the election to the 
socialist candidate, whose agenda is antithetical 
to Libertarian philosophy of freedom. Does us-
ing the elective process as a platform to espouse 
Libertarian views, without any realistic regard 
for winning elections… does that strategy re-
ally advance the cause of liberty, if the ultimate 
result is a victory for the party of bigger, more 
coercive government? I’m not convinced that it 
does.

A Wake Up Call for Conservative Christians
 
Maybe the deeply disappointing re-election of 
our socialist President is the wake up call Con-
servatives need to hear, to swing the pendulum 
the other direction…if our country can only 
survive the next four years of crippling deficits, 
high unemployment, more job losses, and suf-
focation of the free market. I never thought we 
would survive the second term of Bill Clinton, 
and yet, somehow we did. But with a $16 trillion 
debt and a projection of $20 trillion in the next 4 
years, there is little cause for optimism. As au-
thor Dinesh D’Souza says in his book, “Obama’s 
America, Unmaking the American Dream”  this 
President is the architect of American decline. 
In order to remake America, he must first un-
make America. Elections have consequences.

The voting statistics of evangelical Christians 
this election is deserving of analysis in an au-
topsy for America in the wake of our “electoral 
suicide”. More than 6 million self-described 
“evangelicals” voted for Obama. It is stunning 
to think that they voted for a President who sup-
ports abortion on demand, same-sex marriage 
and other social values contrary to Biblical 
principles. Many Christians would not vote for 
Romney, simply because he is a Mormon, re-
gardless of his business skills and track record 
of success in the free market.. For an interesting 
and disturbing statistical analysis of how Chris-
tians voted this election, see the article on Joel 
C. Rosenberg’s Blog. http://flashtrafficblog.
wordpress.com/2012/11/08/more-than-6-mil-
lion-self-described-evangelicals-voted-for-
obama-why-what-else-do-the-exit-polls-tell-
us-about-how-christians-voted/ A number of 
journalists have commented that the re-election 
of Obama shows a national slide away from 
God.

Shining a White Light on Black Box Voting

Don McAl-
vany’s Intel-
ligence Advi-
sor, referenced 
above, mentions 
massive voter 
fraud and “rig-

ging computerized voting machines” (election 
fraud). Don says “Reports of voter fraud are 
now coming in from all over the country. In One 
Ohio county, Obama got 108% of the votes for 
all registered voters in the county. In Broward 
County, Florida, Obama got 99% of the votes 
in some precincts-which is statistically impos-
sible. In 21 of Cleveland’s precincts, Obama 
won 100% of the vote- statistically impossible! 
In St. Lucie, Florida, 141.1% of the registered 
voters voted.(i.e. out of 175,554 registered vot-
ers in the county, 247,713 votes were cast). 
Surprise- Obama won the county.”

In light of Don’s statis-
tics, I say thank God for 
election integrity activists 
like Bev Harris and her 
election watchdog group 
Black Box Voting. It is ac-
tivists like Bev, and Tuc-
son’s John Brakey and Jim 
March  http://www.audit-az.blogspot.com/ who 
shine a white light of scrutiny on the clandestine 
process of “Black Box Voting”. Their selfless 
dedication should encourage voting pessimists 
that we still have citizens who are committed to 
devoting their time and talents toward the goal 
of election integrity and transparency. As I stat-
ed in my last article, “activism changes things”. 
I was as surprised as Bev on election night that 
the results were declared so soon, before any 
real vote counting took place. Bev can be heard 
on the archive shows of “Coast to Coast” with 
George Norry  http://www.coasttocoastam.com 
and on the Alex Jones Show and http://www.
infowars.com. 

As Bev says, “the real problem that we have 
to wrap our heads around, educate others, and 
solve is public right to see and authenticate the 
count”…We have to help the public understand 
that public controls over our own elections are 
the very essence of self-government, and self-
government is the basis for all democratic sys-
tems. The four things the public must be able to 
see and authenticate are: 1) Who can vote (voter 
list) 2) Who did vote (poll list) 3) Counting of 
the vote 4) Chain of custody. See Bev’s infor-
mative website at http://www.bbv.forums.org/
forums/messages/8/82339.html?1353423240

Where Do We Go From Here?

Congressman Ron Paul’s farewell address to 
Congress on November 14, 2012 was a  com-
prehensive overview of how our country has de-
veloped from the time of the Founding Fathers, 

Continues on Page 37 
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and a roadmap for the rough road ahead. What 
follows are selected excerpts from Dr. Paul’s 
speech. “The Founders were convinced that a 
free society could not exist without a moral peo-
ple.” “The ultimate solution is not in the hands 
of government.” The solution falls on each and 
every individual, with guidance from family, 
friends, and community.”

“The #1 responsibility for each of us is to change 
ourselves with hope that others will follow. 
This is of greater importance than working on 
changing the government; that is secondary to 
promoting a virtuous society. If we can achieve 
this, then government will change. It doesn’t 
mean that political action or holding office has 
no value. Political action, to be truly beneficial, 
must be directed toward changing the hearts 
and minds of the people, recognizing that it’s 
the virtue and morality the people that allow lib-
erty to flourish.”    

“To achieve liberty and peace, two powerful 
human emotions have to be overcome. Number 
one is “envy” which leads to hate and class war-
fare. Number two is “intolerance” which leads 
to bigoted and judgmental policies. These emo-
tions must be replaced with a much better un-
derstanding of love, compassion, tolerance and 
free market economies.”

It’s unfortunate that a greater majority of Amer-
ican public, those who did take the time to vote 
this past Presidential election, have either not 
heard the wisdom Dr. Paul’s message, or have 
willfully turned a deaf ear to the message of Lib-
erty and responsibility for themselves. They do 
not understand that “productivity and creativ-
ity are the true source of personal satisfaction. 
Freedom, and not dependency, provides the en-
vironment to achieve these goals. Government 
cannot do this for us; it only gets in the way.”

Continued from Page 36 - Elections Have Consequences

Instead, they have voted to re-elect a President 
who endorses “envy” and class warfare, as well 
as an agenda to dismantle our free market econ-
omy. As dismal as the near future appears, with 
the looming “financial cliff” ahead, Obamacare, 
and the myriad of other problems our country 
now faces, conservatives and proponents of 
limited government and moral values should 
not abandon hope or principle. Rather, we must 
double down our efforts to preserve our repub-
lic. We are at the critical tipping point of being 
changed permanently into a cradle-to-grave en-
titlement society, and maybe losing the country 
we grew up in, which placed value on individu-
al liberty and responsibility. Maybe by the time 
the midterm elections arrive in 2014, more Con-
servative Christians will get off the couch, and 
shake off their apathy and cynicism, because 
they will then understand a plain, fundamental 
truth in politics. Elections have consequenc-
es…for all of us.

---------------------------------------------------------

(Dan Gutenkauf is a graduate of Drake University, 
with a B.A. in psychology and political science stud-
ies. He is a legal researcher and an election integ-
rity activist since 1996. In 2006 he co-authored S.B. 
1557, now A.R.S. 16-602, requiring random bal-
lot hand counts to check computer results. He has 
written articles for votefraud.org and he has been a 
speaker for “Citizens for a Fair Vote Count” in Cin-
cinnati in 2000, for the Eagle Forum in St. Louis in 
2001, and he has appeared as a guest on radio talk 
shows with Erskine Overnight, the Terry Gilberg 
show, Liberty Works Radio with Dr. Stan Monteith, 
“Sharpe in the Morning” with Jim Sharpe, and De-
clare Your Independence with Ernest Hancock. Dan 
is a professional musician and songwriter, and a 
member of the Iowa Rock and Roll Hall of Fame 
with his twin brother Dennis)
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ZACH WEINER writes what has 
been my favorite online comic 
for some time, Saturday Morn-
ing Breakfast Cereal. He's a seri-
ously smart guy, but on Twitter 
recently he seemed puzzled:

@ZachWeiner: "Can someone explain to me 
the desirability of 'public-private partnership'? 
To my brain that means private company minus 
risk."

This brought to my mind a New York Times ar-
ticle I read over the summer discussing the case 
of Sandy Springs, Georgia and other municipal-
ities that have outsourced the provision of ser-
vices to private companies. Under the careful 
stewardship of a single patriotic citizen, Sandy 
Springs has had a good show of its first decade 
of experience. Meanwhile, other munis – like 
Chicago in its now famous dispute over park-
ing meters – are reported to have felt swindled 
by contractors. This brings us to the question of 
what the goals of these reforms are, and wheth-
er they are likely to meet them given what we 
know about economic incentives.

Surely the overarching goal of the well-inten-
tioned souls pushing these measures is to intro-
duce some of the efficiency of the marketplace 
into those sectors controlled by the local munic-
ipality. In short, they wish to make city hall run 
like a business. In support of this contention, I 
note that the architect of Sandy Springs' trans-
formation cites Hayek as an inspiration.

This line of thinking makes sense insofar as one 
believes the common refrain that government 
provides services, as firms do in the free market. 
Unfortunately, this assumption proves problem-
atic. The key feature of a marketplace is the rec-
ognition and enforcement of a system of equi-
table property rights. This prevents firms from 
simply forcing customers to use their services, 
which thereby enables choice and competition.

Municipalities are subject to competition, but at 
a level nowhere near that of the marketplace. 
Think about how easy it is to switch which café 
you frequent for lunch versus how difficult it 
would be for a taxpayer to relocate his home 
or business to another town. Voting with your 
feet, as they say, is really the only constraint 
that municipalities face (short of riots in the 
streets). And since all neighboring territory is 
also claimed by government monopolies, the 
prevailing standards are kept low.

Therefore, there are few functional similarities 
between a public-private partnership – which is 
still a monopoly – and firms on the free market 
– which must provide a better service than their 
customers' other options. As Ludwig Von Mises 
explained in his book Socialism (free download 
here), monopolies cannot exist for long on their 
own, and only persist insofar as they mimic 
market mechanisms. In a sense, all government 
programs mimic the market to survive. They 
judge acceptable costs for everything from pen-
cils to office space based on prevailing market 
rates. But because they are monopolies, they 
are unable to discover prices on their own. A 
public-private partnership, which maintains this 
monopoly, is in this way no closer to a private 
business than the public agency it is meant to 
replace.
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The Economics of Public-Private Partnerships
By Mike Finger

That said, there are advantages to this approach.

Firstly, through trial-and-error with a system 
of incentives favoring service to others, the 
marketplace cultivates certain behaviors in its 
participants. They are more likely to be goal-
oriented, productive, efficient, and profession-
al. By drawing these people into the poorly in-
centivized government sector, one can expect a 
halo period of increased service to the public. 
Inevitably, the incentives of monopoly will take 
over and either change the behavior of these 
businessman-bureaucrats or drive them back to 
the marketplace.

Secondly, public sector workers have built a 
suite of legal exceptions and subsidies around 
themselves that private sector workers do not 
enjoy. It makes one wonder who is truly serv-
ing whom. But it also makes public-private 
contractor relationships more profitable, as the 
contractor can hire, fire, and employ workers 
without dealing with powerful and entrenched 
government-worker unions. With a monopoly 
provider of "services" and a monopoly supplier 
of "labor," it doesn't take much for municipal 
unions to paralyze an entire sector of their lo-
cal economy (for example, the Toronto transit 
system). That is one reason it is so easy for gov-
ernment workers to extract exorbitant compen-
sation for menial jobs. The public-private part-
nership introduces a layer of decentralization 
– first between firms competing for the contract 
and second between workers competing to re-
main employed by the winning contractor.

In the end, though, Mr. Weiner has grabbed an 
elephant by the tail. Yes, these "partnerships" do 
maintain a monopoly on service while granting 
the profit to a private company. But what may 
be worse than the inequity of these arrangement 
is the fact that they cannot succeed at their stat-
ed goal of making city hall run like a business. 
Where free competition is absent or certain firms 
are subsidized by the public purse, the market 
ceases to function. Despite certain behavioral or 
legal advantages, the economic incentives faced 
by participating firms can be easily summed up 
in two proverbs: you can't fight city hall, and if 
you can't beat 'em, join 'em.
 
Reprinted from Centinel.Net
 
Michael Finger is principal of Centinel Consulting, a 
marketing and economic consultancy based in Ports-
mouth, NH. Michael has worked in real estate devel-
opment and on Wall Street, through which he devel-
oped a keen understanding of economic forecasting, 
direct marketing, and public relations. Centinel com-
bines these disciplines to identify growing markets 
and help businesses effectively target them. Michael's 
media credits include Al Jazeera English, LewRock-
well.com, the Portsmouth Herald and the Tulane Hul-
labaloo. He graduated with honors from Tulane Uni-
versity with a BA in Philosophy.
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"HOW the mighty have fall-
en ," the headlines blared in 
a mournful tone. Far from 
falling in a blaze of glory 
on the battlefield, this time 
the storied General fell on 
his own sword . The prover-
bial "sword" in this pathetic 

spectacle was the hypocrisy of retired General 
and CIA Director David Petraeus, the "warrior 
scholar" and avatar of asymmetric warfare him-
self, and an intoxicated ambition dangerously 
fed (and ultimately, doomed) by the personal-
ity cult built up around him. This arrogant arc 
of ego-inflation culminated in a disastrous and 
humiliating extramarital affair between Petrae-
us and his adoring, hubristic hagiographer. Had 
not even the Director of the CIA clearly inter-
nalized the maxim, "loose lips sink ships"?

"Extremely poor judgment," assesses the Gen-
eral. Really? Well, let's see. "Poor judgment" is 
leaving your credit card back at the restaurant 
where you just finished eating. "Extremely poor 
judgment" is failing to go back to retrieve it. 
What Petraeus did here went far beyond "ex-
tremely poor judgment."

"What went wrong?" So ask the yellow "jour-
nalists" and "embedded" hacks swarming about 
the Potomac. The press had grown so used to 
singing hosannas about the man (the legend) 
that their own songs hypnotized them into a 
frenetic palsy of unrestricted ardor , regardless 
of the dubious consequences of his strategies 
overseas . Indeed, this set-to was yet another 
classic case of the echo chamber undermining 
basic journalistic integrity, not to mention the 
national security interests of the American peo-
ple as a whole. The yellow journalism worm is 
now exhibiting its rapid metamorphosis into a 
tabloid slug as Pravda-esque Pentagon propa-
gandists now perform the dirty work of gutter-
dwelling paparazzi . The mother of all weapons 
of mass distraction now consists of the lurid de-
tails of Petraeus’ steamy love life. Meanwhile, 
from the bloodied borders of Iraq and Syria to 
the war-scarred mountains of Pashtunistan, the 
world keeps burning… as do the charred fringes 
of servicemember morale, good order and dis-
cipline.

As far back as 2007, the Military Religious 
Freedom Foundation (MRFF), the civil rights 
foundation that I head, was shining the flood-
light on matters of infidelity far graver than the 
General’s prurient peccadilloes.
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Petraeus Should Have Been Fired Years Ago
By Mikey Weinstein

Ironically enough, Petraeus was a vocal advo-
cate of military "Spiritual Fitness." Spiritual 
Fitness is little more than a disingenuous and 
transparent Trojan horse for Evangelical Chris-
tian Fundamentalism within the U.S. Armed 
Forces. Indeed, it is a sinister Star Chamber, an 
unlawful means by which nationalism and mili-
tarism are merged with sectarian Christian zeal. 
One of the core components of Spiritual Fitness 
is matrimonial loyalty, but since when were re-
ligious fundamentalism and outright hypocrisy 
mutually exclusive? But I digress… 

Spiritual Fitness programming has taken vari-
ous forms. For years, servicemembers have been 
coerced into attending sappy, saccharine Chris-
tian rock concerts. One of these tours, whose 
headlining acts included performances of songs 
with repugnant and vacuously vapid titles like 
"United We Stand When Together We Kneel," 
had even been openly promoted by General Pe-
traeus as "enormously important to those who 
wear the uniform."  Needless to say, this Flag 
Officer endorsement struck MRFF as whol-
ly loathsome and an act of anti-Constitutional 
treachery of the highest order. 

The next shock came in 2008 as I sat reading an 
issue of the Air Force Times. It was then that I 
stumbled on an ad for a book by Army chaplain 
Lt. Col. William McCoy entitled Under Orders: 
A Spiritual Handbook for Military Personnel . 
And who gave a shining, universal endorsement 
on this book's back cover? None other than the 
top commander of U.S. forces in Iraq, Gener-
al David Petraeus, who stated, "Under Orders 
should be in every rucksack for those moments 
when Soldiers need spiritual energy." Upon 
inspection, the book proved itself to be a dis-
gusting parochial screed promoting Christian 
religious supremacy while also denigrating the 
integrity of the 21% of American servicemem-
bers who define themselves as atheists or hav-
ing no religious preference. 

American armed forces personnel have routine-
ly been made to take part in official "Fitness As-
sessment” surveys  that, believe it or not, actually 
gauge their Spiritual Fitness. In true Pavlovian 
fashion, Dominionist conceptions of "Spiritual 
Fitness" have been passionately drilled in by 
means of leading soldiers in prayer ceremonies 
that repeatedly invoke Jesus’ name or stealthily 
revolve around parochial Christian themes. Just 
recently, as a part of a national "stand-down" 
ostensibly meant to address the tragic wave of 
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suicides that have reached tsunami proportions 
within the U.S. Army, 800 brand new soldiers at 
Fort Sam Houston in Texas were forced to attend 
a mandatory training session that ended up, in-
controvertibly, as a sectarian, electronic candle 
lit, Christian prayer vigil . Thirty-eight of these 
soldiers (the vast majority of whom happen to 
be practicing Protestants or Roman Catholics), 
with the brave Staff Sergeant Victoria Gettman 
in the courageous forefront, swiftly contacted 
our civil rights foundation for immediate help. 
A federal complaint against the Army is now 
contemporaneously pending an ongoing official 
investigation. 

Spiritual Fitness is a markedly destructive and 
corrosive agent that has the practical conse-
quence of rampant demoralization, disorienta-
tion, and disorder within the armed forces. By 
endorsing Spiritual Fitness repeatedly, Petraeus 
revealed a total disregard for both the "No Es-
tablishment Clause" of the First Amendment to 
the Constitution and the "No Religious Test" 
prohibition of Clause 3, Article VI of the same. 
It’s no exaggeration – it’s a bare-knuckled fact – 
that Petraeus was complicit in a de facto mutiny 
against America's most cherished and beloved 
governing document.  This violation of his oath 
to support and defend that foundational bedrock 
document is a matter of import on a scale far 
greater than his foolish affair. That dalliance it-
self constitutes a high crime, if there is jurisdic-
tion extant under the Uniform Code of Military 
Justice, as well as an unforgivable security risk 
to the Central Intelligence Agency. Hypocrisy 
writ large by a now erstwhile, all so powerful 
man. As Noam Chomsky put it, "For the power-
ful, crimes are those that others commit."

As the record shows, the roots of General David 
Petraeus’ disgrace run deep – very deep. Petrae-
us’ established pattern of promoting Spiritual 
Fitness should have served as a blindingly clear 
harbinger and clarion signal of his fatal unfit-
ness to serve. Petraeus should have resigned in 
shame the moment MRFF raised alarm bells re-
garding his unconstitutional treachery. Perhaps 
then we would have been saved from four addi-
tional years of his "extremely poor judgment"!
 
Reprinted from AlterNet.Org

=================================

The Military Religious Freedom Foundation is 
up against well-funded extremist religious orga-
nizations. Your donations allow us to continue 
our fight in the courts and in the media to fight 
for separation of church and state in the U.S. 
military. Please make a fully tax-deductible do-
nation today at  helpbuildthewall.org.

Michael L. "Mikey" Weinstein is president of the 
Military Religious Freedom Foundation and an 
honor graduate of the Air Force Academy. He 
previously served as White House Counsel in 
the Reagan administration and general counsel 
to H. Ross Perot and Perot Systems Corp. He is 
the author of the recently released book,  "No 
Snowflake in an Avalanche: The Military Reli-
gious Freedom Foundation, Its Battle to Defend 
the Constitution and One Family's Courageous 
War Against Religious Extremism in High Plac-
es"  (2012, Vireo). 
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Singularity University - The Sky is Not the Limit
Founded by Peter Diamandis and Dr. Ray Kurzweil

OUR HISTORY
Singularity University was jointly founded by 
Dr. Peter H. Diamandis and Dr. Ray Kurzweil. 
The concept of a new university that could le-
verage the power of exponential technologies 
to solve humanity’s grand challenges was pro-
posed by Diamandis to Kurzweil and to Interna-
tional Space University colleagues Dr. Robert 
D. Richards and Michael Simpson in April 2007. 
An exploratory meeting was held at NASA Re-
search Park, Moffett Field in November 2007, 
followed in September 2008 by a Founding 
meeting also hosted at NASA.
 
Ray Kurzweil - A university for the coming 
singularity (Video):

Our Mission
A number of exponentially growing technolo-
gies will massively increase human capabil-
ity and fundamentally reshape our future. This 
warrants the creation of an academic institu-
tion whose students and faculty will study these 
technologies, with an emphasis on the interac-
tions between different technologies. Our mis-
sion is to assemble, educate and inspire a new 
generation of leaders who strive to understand 
and utilize exponentially advancing technolo-
gies to address humanity’s grand challenges.
 
Singularity University Presentation (Video):

The University
With the support of a broad range of special-
ists in academia, business and government, Sin-
gularity University creates a global network of 
like-minded entrepreneurs, technologists and 
young leaders to participate in crafting a road 
map to guide the evolution of these disruptive 
technologies. SU helps create solutions and ap-
plications of these technologies for the benefit 
of humanity through its Graduate Studies and 
Executive Programs. SU is based at the NASA 
Research Park campus in the heart of Silicon 
Valley.

Singularity University Overview (Video):

Peter Diamandis - The best way to predict 
the future (Video Presentation):

Peter Diamandis, Chairman and Co-Founder of Sin-
gularity University, discusses the best way to predict 
the future, and shares his personal philosophies on in-
novation and the commercial space industry. Filmed at 

Singularity University's Executive Program, March 2010.

Peter H. Diamandis is an American engineer, 
physician and entrepreneur best known for be-
ing the founder and chairman of the X PRIZE 
Foundation, the co-founder and chairman of 
Singularity University and the co-author of the 
New York Times bestseller Abundance: The Fu-
ture Is Better Than You Think. He is also the 
former CEO and co-founder of the Zero-Grav-
ity Corporation, the co-founder and vice chair-
man of Space Adventures Ltd., the founder and 
chairman of the Rocket Racing League, the co-
founder of the International Space University, 
the co-founder of Planetary Resources, and 

Continues on Page 42 
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(The sign reads 'SpaceShipOne Government Zero, which Burt Rutan grabbed 
from Ernest Hancock as he was standing among the crowd gathered to watch 
the launch, and gave it to pilot, Mike Melvill, to send a message to the media 

The story went all over the world, except in the U.S.)

(Signs that Ernest, Powell, and others from Phoenix took to the launch of 

SpaceShipOne 

(These signs actually made it into the private hanger at Rutan’s Scaled Com-
posits)

Visit SingularityU.Org to get more information 
or opportunities.
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founder of Students for the Exploration and De-
velopment of Space.
 
About the X-Prize:

The Ansari X Prize was a space competi-
tion in which the X Prize Foundation offered a 
US$10,000,000 prize for the first non-govern-
ment organization to launch a reusable manned 
spacecraft into space twice within two weeks. It 
was modeled after early 20th-century aviation 
prizes, and aimed to spur development of low-
cost spaceflight.

Created in May 1996 and initially called just the 
"X Prize", it was renamed the "Ansari X Prize" 
on May 6, 2004 following a multi-million dol-
lar donation from entrepreneurs Anousheh An-
sari and Amir Ansari.

The prize was won on October 4, 2004, the 
47th anniversary of the Sputnik 1 launch, by the 
Tier One project designed by Burt Rutan and 
financed by Microsoft co-founder Paul Allen, 
using the experimental spaceplane SpaceShi-
pOne. $10 million was awarded to the winner, 
and more than $100 million was invested in new 
technologies in pursuit of the prize.
Several other X Prizes have since been an-
nounced by the X Prize Foundation, promoting 
further development in space exploration and 
other technological fields.
 
Ernest Hancock (Publisher of Freedom's Phoe-
nix) and Powell Gammill (Senior Editor of Free-
dom's Phoenix) traveled to the Mojave Desert to 
witness the historic first flight of  SpaceShipOne 
(piloted by Mike Melvill) into space. Here are 
some of the signs that Ernest and Powell made 
in our living room and took to the launch...
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MULTIPLE sclerosis (MS) is 
a chronic, degenerative disease 
of the nerves in your brain and 
spinal column, caused by the 
immune-mediated destruction 
of myelin, the insulating sub-

stance around the nerves in your central nervous 
system.

While the exact causes are unknown, it's becom-
ing clear that environmental factors play a role, 
and among them exposure to sunlight (or lack 
thereof) is rising to the top.

It is through sunlight exposure that your body 
is able to produce vitamin D, and new research 
has revealed that it is of crucial importance to 
maintain adequate vitamin D levels even prior 
to birth, while in utero.

Your Birth Month and Mom's Vitamin D 
Levels May Influence Your MS Risk

Researchers reviewed data from more than 
150,000 MS patients, including those living at 
higher latitudes in the Northern Hemisphere, 
where sunlight is generally insufficient to pro-
duce vitamin D from October through March.

The scientists found that those who were born 
in April or May, just after the darker, colder 
winter months, were significantly more likely 
to have MS than those born during October and 
November (after the summer months).

A large number of studies have confirmed that 
your risk of MS increases the farther away you 
live from the equator. (1) In fact, a lack of sun-
light was identified as a risk factor for MS as 
early as 1922. Within the United States, your 
risk of developing MS roughly doubles if you 
spend your childhood – up to the age of 15 – in 
northern states than if you live in the south.

There is also a likely relationship between ultra-
violet B radiation (UVB) from the sun and Ep-
stein-Barr virus (EBV), which causes glandular 
fever and might play an indirect role in MS as 
an activator of the underlying disease process. 

After evaluating the relationships between these 
three variables: MS prevalence, Epstein-Barr vi-
rus prevalence, and UVB intensity, researchers 
found that UVB exposure alone could explain 
61 percent of the variations of MS cases across 
England. When they combined UVB exposure 
and incidence of glandular fever, 72 percent of 
the variations could be explained. (2)

Vitamin D may positively affect MS by alter-
ing chemicals called cytokines, which modulate 
your immune system and can either reduce or 
increase inflammation depending on their levels 
and proportions.

Therefore, one of the best things you can do for 
your health in general is also one of the best pre-
ventive strategies against autoimmune diseases 
like MS – getting enough regular sun exposure 
so your body can produce optimal amounts of 
vitamin D. If you're a woman who is pregnant, 
optimizing your vitamin D levels is not only im-
portant for yourself, but also for your baby.
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Strong New Evidence That MS Risk Affected by 
Birth Month, Mom's Vitamin D Status 

By Dr. Mercola

Another Crucial Way to Prevent or Treat MS

In a recent interview I had with Dr. Woody 
Monte, professor emeritus at Arizona State 
University in food and chemistry, he explained 
that methanol and the subsequent conversion to 
formaldehyde from certain processed foods and 
foods containing aspartame is a major culprit in 
a variety of diseases, especially MS.

Even though aspartame is touted as natural it has 
a synthetic methyl group on one of the amino ac-
ids that rapidly breaks down to methanol (wood 
alcohol or methyl alcohol). Methyl alcohol, af-
ter it is taken up by the body as a "Trojan Horse" 
into susceptible tissues like the brain, converts 
rapidly into formaldehyde. This causes severe 
damage to proteins and DNA that can contrib-
ute to many serious and chronic diseases, such 
as cancer, autism, Alzheimer's disease, and mul-
tiple sclerosis. He explains:

"Multiple sclerosis behaves sort of a like 
an autoimmune disease. How can metha-
nol cause this? The formaldehyde is what 
causes it." 

Methyl alcohol can slip through your blood-
brain barrier, and your brain is one of the areas 
where you find alcohol dehydrogenase, which 
converts methyl alcohol to formaldehyde. This 
causes the destruction of myelin basic protein, 
which is one of the triggers for MS.

"We know that methyl alcohol is known to 
be a demyelinating agent," Dr. Monte says. 
"We don't know why. In general, it's ac-
cepted as a demyelinating agent. You have 
the symptoms associated with the demyelin-
ation, and they're identical between multi-
ple sclerosis and methanol poisoning, and 
people who consume aspartame."

Dr. Monte believes many diseases such as MS 
can be prevented if we start avoiding methanol. 
It's not only aspartame but also certain addition-
al processed foods that are problematic. When 
fruits and vegetables are canned, for instance, 
the methanol becomes liberated from the pectin. 
At room temperature, it only takes one month for 
10 percent of the methanol to be released. After 
about six months, virtually all of the methanol is 
liberated. Items to avoid, especially if you have 
MS or symptoms of MS, include:

The Real Way to Prevent Premature Birth

Optimizing your vitamin D levels during preg-
nancy is important for lowering your baby's fu-
ture MS risk, as well as a number of other rea-
sons, including helping to prevent premature 
birth. Worldwide, 15 million babies are born 
premature (prior to 37 weeks' gestation), and 1.1 
million die as a result. The reasons why some 
babies come early are poorly understood, but a 
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recent study in the Lancet (3) detailed five in-
terventions they said would result in a 5 percent 
decrease in premature births by 2015:

1. Reducing rates of labor inductions and 
elective Caesarean sections (C-sections) 
unless medically necessary 
2. Not smoking while pregnant 
3. Reducing the number of embryos trans-
ferred if fertility treatments are used 
4. Using cervical cerclage (a procedure that 
uses stiches to help keep the cervix closed) 
on women with short cervixes 
5. Giving progesterone supplementation to 
women with high-risk pregnancies

These recommendations came in response to 
a recent comprehensive report from experts in 
11 countries, "Born Too Soon: The Global Ac-
tion Report on Preterm Birth." (4) In most of 
the countries for which data was available, pre-
mature births have doubled from 3 percent to 6 
percent since 1995.

In the United States, however, 12 percent of 
births are premature, which is a rate similar to 
those found in less developed countries. Out of 
184 countries in the report, the United States 
ranks a dismal 130th for premature births. It's 
unfortunate that both the report and the Lancet 
researchers neglected to mention vitamin D, as 
research suggests it may reduce your risk of pre-
mature birth by half.

As I've discussed on numerous occasions, vita-
min D is a critical nutrient for optimal health 
and is best obtained from sun exposure or a safe 
tanning bed. However, many are taking oral 
vitamin D, which can actually be problematic 
unless you're also getting sufficient amounts of 
vitamin K2. In fact, this is a really crucial point 
that has not been emphasized enough in the 
past: If you opt for oral vitamin D, you need to 
also consume in your food or take supplemental 
vitamin K2.

Why?

Because when you take vitamin D, your body 
creates more vitamin K2-dependent proteins – 
the proteins that help move the calcium around 
in your body. But you need vitamin K2 to ac-
tivate those proteins. If they're not activated, 
the calcium in your body will not be properly 
distributed and can lead to weaker bones and 
hardened arteries. In short, vitamin K2 ensures 
the calcium is deposited and removed from the 
appropriate areas. By taking vitamin D, you're 
creating an increased demand for K2. And vita-
min D and K2 work together to strengthen your 
bones and improve your heart health.

Optimizing Vitamin D Levels May Save 
500,000 Babies a Year

The Lancet researchers estimated that their five 
interventions could prevent 58,000 preterm 
births a year, but research presented by U.S. 
researchers Drs. Hollis and Wagner at an inter-
national vitamin D research conference found 
vitamin D supplementation may save the lives 

of 500,000 premature babies annually. (5) Their 
findings included:

•	 Mothers who took 4,000 IU's (ten times the 
RDA of 400 IU) of vitamin D during preg-
nancy had their risk of premature birth re-
duced by half 

•	 Premature babies born to women taking high 
doses of vitamin D were reduced by half at 
both 32 and 37 weeks; there were also fewer 
babies who were born "small for dates" 

•	 Women taking high doses of vitamin D had 
a 25 percent reduction in infections, particu-
larly respiratory infections such as colds and 
flu, as well as fewer infections of the vagina 
and the gums 

•	 The "core morbidities of pregnancy" were re-
duced by 30 percent in the women who took 
the high-dose vitamin D. (Including diabetes, 
high blood pressure, and pre-eclampsia – a 
potentially deadly increase in blood pressure 
and fluid accompanied by low platelets) 

•	 Babies getting the highest amounts of vitamin 
D after birth had fewer colds and less eczema 

Tips for Optimizing Your Vitamin D During 
Pregnancy and Anytime – Fortified Foods 
are Not Enough

Many people believe that drinking vitamin-D-
fortified milk is enough to support healthy vita-
min D levels, but it is very difficult to get enough 
vitamin D from food sources alone. Very few 
foods naturally contain vitamin D – and those 
that do will not contain enough to optimize your 
levels, even if you include fortified foods in the 
mix.

Additionally, it's important to realize that not all 
food sources provide the same kind of vitamin 
D. Plant sources provide you with D2. The more 
beneficial D3 can only be obtained through an-
imal-based sources such as salmon, which has 
about 450 IUs per serving. While other animal-
based foods do contain some naturally occur-
ring vitamin D, it is typically at very low levels. 
One large egg yolk, for instance, contains just 
41 IUs of vitamin D.

Consuming these foods is not likely to give you 
enough vitamin D, as it appears as though most 
adults need at least 8,000 IU's of vitamin D 
a day in order to raise their serum levels to 
healthy levels.(6)

The best way to optimize your levels is to ex-
pose large portions of your skin to the sun. Con-
trary to popular belief, the best time to be in the 
sun for vitamin D production is actually as near 
to solar noon as possible (you need to figure in 
Daylight Saving Time, which typically pushes 
solar noon to 1 p.m. for most).

This is because while UVA rays are quite con-
stant during ALL hours of daylight, throughout 
the entire year, UVB are low in morning and 
evening and high at midday. So to use the sun to 
maximize your vitamin D production and mini-
mize your risk of skin damage, the middle of the 
day (roughly between 10:00 a.m. and 2:00 p.m.) 
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is the ideal and safest time. During this UVB-
intense period you will likely need the shortest 
sun exposure time to produce the most vitamin 
D. 

How Long Should You Be in the Sun?

As far as the optimal length of exposure, you 
only need enough to have your skin turn the 
lightest shade of pink. This may only be a few 
minutes for those who have very pale skin.

Once you have reached this point your body will 
not make any additional vitamin D and any fur-
ther exposure will only result in damage to your 
skin. Most people with fair skin will max out 
their vitamin D production in just 10-20 min-
utes, or, again, when their skin starts turning the 
lightest shade of pink. Some will need less, oth-
ers more. The darker your skin, the longer ex-
posure you will need to optimize your vitamin 
D production.

From a health perspective it doesn't make much 
sense to expose your skin to the sun when it is 
lower than 50 degrees above the horizon because 
you will not receive any valuable UVB rays, but 
you will expose yourself to the more dangerous 
and potentially deadly UVA rays. UVA's have 
a longer wavelength than UVB and can more 
easily penetrate the ozone layer and other ob-
stacles (like clouds and pollution) on their way 
from the sun to the earth. So while it will give 
you a tan (mainly by oxidizing melanin instead 
of producing new melanin), unless the compan-
ion UVB rays are available you're likely doing 
more harm than good and should probably stay 
out of the sun to protect your skin.

During the times of the year when UVB rays are 
not present where you live you essentially have 
two options: You can use a safe tanning bed or, 
as a last resort, you can swallow oral vitamin 
D3.

What are the Optimal Levels to Aim For?

I would strongly encourage you to have your 
blood level checked to confirm that your sun ex-
posure is putting you at the right level, as there 
are many variables that can influence this, in-
cluding the darkness of your skin, your age and 
your geographical location. If it isn't, or if sun 
exposure or a safe tanning bed are not practi-
cal options for you, then you should consider 
supplementing with oral vitamin D3. Unless 
you get a deep dark tan, which is a pretty good 
indicator that your vitamin D levels are where 
they need to be, it is wise to get your blood lev-
els checked – that is the only way to know for 
certain you have reached therapeutic levels.

Please do take this information to heart, espe-
cially if you're pregnant, as it's estimated that 
85 percent of the American public is vitamin D 
deficient - which is why it is likely you could 

be also. Researchers have noted that vitamin D 
deficiency is prevalent in adults of all ages who 
have increased skin pigmentation (such as those 
whose ancestors are from Africa, the Middle 
East, or India), or who always wear sun protec-
tion or limit their outdoor activities.(7)

If You're Taking Oral Vitamin D, Make Sure 
You're Also Taking Vitamin K2

As mentioned briefly earlier, there is evidence 
that the safety of vitamin D is dependent on vi-
tamin K, and that vitamin D toxicity (although 
very rare with the D3 form) is actually mitigat-
ed by vitamin K2 deficiency. According to Dr. 
Cees Vermeer, one of the world's top research-
ers in the field of vitamin K, nearly everyone 
is deficient in vitamin K – just like most are 
deficient in vitamin D. Vitamin K2 activates a 
protein hormone called osteocalcin, produced 
by osteoblasts, which is needed to bind calcium 
into the matrix of your bone. Osteocalcin also 
appears to help prevent calcium from deposit-
ing into your arteries.

In other words, without the help of vitamin K2, 
the calcium that your vitamin D so effectively 
lets in might be working AGAINST you – by 
building up your coronary arteries and other 
soft tissues rather than your bones.

Vitamin K and vitamin D also work together 
to increase Matrix GLA Protein (or MGP), the 
protein responsible for protecting your blood 
vessels from calcification. So if you take oral 
vitamin D, ideally you should take vitamin K2 
as well. As for dietary sources, cheese and espe-
cially cheese curd is an excellent source of K2. 
The starter ferment for both regular cheese and 
curd cheese contains bacteria – lactococci and 
proprionic acids bacteria – which both produce 
K2.

You can also obtain vitamin K2 by eating nat-
to daily, but many Westerners do not enjoy the 
taste and texture of this fermented soy food. If 
you don't care for the taste of natto, the next 
best thing is a high-quality K2 supplement. You 
should take 100 mcg of vitamin K2 per 1,000 
IU's of vitamin D (remember you must always 
take your vitamin K supplement with fat since it 
is fat-soluble and won't be absorbed without it)
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Publisher’s Backpage 
The End of the Beginning of the End

By Ernest Hancock

THIS month’s cover was inspired by the needs 
of people affected by hurricane Sandy. How 
might a free people respond to the needs of their 
neighbors if there wasn’t a single thought that 
there might be a need for a permission slip?

My work in talk radio covering the effects of 
hurricane Katrina made it very clear that gov-
ernment was incapable of providing for the 
timely and efficient needs of people better than 
individuals enthusiastic about helping their 
neighbors. Immediately after Katrina’s devasta-
tion was realized, regional fishermen knew that 
their personal fishing boats would be invaluable 
in the effort to rescue people on roof tops wav-
ing bed sheets spray painted with pleas for help. 
The world was watching via helicopter news 
coverage when 500 bass boats showed up in a 
line over 5 miles long and were turned back by 
government employees with M16s.

The rise of alternative media covering national 
politics can be easily chronicled by following 
the evolution of White House coverage, and 
Katrina was a very big part of that (http://www.
dailykos.com/story/2005/09/03/144800/-Just-
to-give-you-a-sense-of-just-how-badly-FEMA-
has-f-cked-up & http://www.wanttoknow.info/
femafailureskatrina).

Libertarian liberty activists understood more 
clearly than most the power of the Internet for 
at least a decade before the political establish-
ment really caught on during the Howard Dean 
campaign for POTUS (President of the United 
States) in 2004. The first national campaign 
to raise significant money using the Internet 
launched a frenzy to dominate the new media. 
But libertarian philosophy had already saturated 
much of the available traffic via email lists, and 
open participation on various issues of impor-
tance to many (Taxes, Gun Rights, Civil Liber-
ties, Education etc.)

Before the invasion of Iraq in February 2003, I 
would begin my career in talk radio as the week-
day morning host of a talk radio station in Scott-
sdale, Arizona covering the ‘Valley of the Sun’. 
I remember my first week included a very pro-
gressive Green Party activist Kyrsten Sinema 
http://www.ernesthancock.com/archive/index.
cgi?2003-02-14-Ernie that headed up Arizo-
na’s part in a massive worldwide demonstra-
tion against an Iraq War that had yet to begin. 
It was reported at the time that there we more 
people in the streets around the world in oppo-
sition to a war that hadn’t even started yet than 
at the height of the Vietnam War. Ironically, I 
would interview Powell Gammill (now Senior 
Editor of Freedom’s Phoenix) one week later in 
his capacity as the Lab Manager for the State 
of Arizona's Terrorist Bio-Defense Department. 
Kyrsten would later register as a Democrat and 

eventually win an Arizona State legislative seat, 
and just this last November was elected to the 
United States Congress by just over a 1% mar-
gin over the Republican, with Powell Gammill 
getting well over 6% of the vote on a platform of 
making certain that your vote counted by NOT 
casting it. I have an interesting and long list of 
informative interactions with Kyrsten, but it is 
her use of the AntiWar movement that I wish to 
make note of here.

It was very clear to me that Kyrsten was a smart 
progressive that looked to build coalitions for 
future use as a voting block, to the point that she 
agreed to welcome armed libertarian participa-
tion at the coming antiwar protest. I definitely 
do not want to give the impression that Kyrsten 
is “pro 2nd Amendment” (and I am certain she 
wouldn’t want me to), but she definitely knew 
what it would take for our promoting our par-
ticipation. Libertarians had previously avoided 
joining progressive gatherings due to their mak-
ing a big deal out of the few liberty supporters 
that chose to exercise their rights to self-defense 
while exercising their free speech simultane-
ously. It has continued to be our experience 
that a few armed protesters kept the peace, and 
the local police were much more professional. 
Surprisingly, Kyrsten welcomed our participa-
tion under the condition that those that chose 
to carry their firearms to the antiwar protest 
would remain unmolested by event organizers. 
The event drew thousands to a center of the city 
public park in downtown Phoenix and I am of 
the opinion that the presence of firearms pre-
vented the mass arrest of many of the less co-
operative liberal protesters. This event would 
flavor the cooperation between progressive and 
libertarian activists for many years to come. 
Later, a former Arizona Libertarian Party State 
Chairman would join with many of the same 
people in a strong coalition of antiwar activists. 
He was successful in keeping the focus of the 
group antiwar instead of the antiwar movement 
being used in Arizona to further all of the other 
progressive issues, which was the norm in other 
parts of the country.

I share this information so that you have a better 
understanding of what was being experienced 
elsewhere in the country. During these months, I 
would interview nationally known figures of all 
political philosophies on many issues, including 
foreign policy, and my activist experiences made 
it clear to me what was going on. Howard Dean 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Howard_Dean was 
the opposition candidate with the most traction 
at the time, and as the antiwar candidate was 
raising lots of money using the Internet and ral-
lying the young to participate in his campaign. 
An antiwar movement behind a candidate for 
President at the height of the U.S. invasion of 
Iraq (March19th 2003 – May 1st 2003) could 
not be tolerated and Dean was targeted by the 
establishment. The Bush/Kerry choice was ac-
ceptable to the establishment just as the Obama/
McCain and Obama/Romney were. Howard 
Dean would later become the Democratic Na-
tional Chairman in February of 2005.

Preparation for the 2006 mid-term elections 
would include the antiwar activist and the pro-
gressive elements that had joined forces inside 
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the Democratic Party, but were being directed 
by independent money via various organizations 
(doesn’t matter which ones… if you go high 
enough on the right side or the left side of the 
pyramid, you eventually find out that both sides 
are managed by the same entities). Covering 
the Camp Casey story as the producer for The 
Charles Goyette show on the Air America affili-
ate in Phoenix, AZ, from Crawford, Texas near 
President Bush’s ranch, I got an up close and 
personal view of the machine in action as Cindy 
Sheehan refused to bend to the will of the War 
Machine. It was demanded of Cindy that she no 
longer advocate for the immediate withdrawal 
of troops from foreign entanglements, and that 
she take on the rhetoric of “Phased Withdraw”. 
She was warned that she would be an outcast 
and that all support from the ‘Machine’s Left 
Wing’ (of the bird of prey) would evaporate if 
she wouldn’t cooperate, and this is what would 
happen. The United States House of Represen-
tatives would gain a Democratic majority and 
the first thing that newly elected Speaker Pelo-
si did was to support the continued funding of 
the Iraq and Afghanistan wars. Cindy would at-
tempt to bring these issues to light in her effort 
to unseat Pelosi in the 2008 election cycle from 
San Francisco, CA.

It was in Crawford, Texas that I came to under-
stand how the antiwar movement was used to 
assemble as large a voting block as possible with 
the inclusion of as many special interests popu-
lar on the left as possible. The antiwar move-
ment was nothing more than a tool used by well-
placed money to create as large a voting block 
as possible for the support of a vast increase in 
the size of government using the progressive 
rhetoric… but the wars would continue.

The participation of Congressman Ron Paul in 
the 2008 election cycle prevented a redux of the 
2006’s efforts to use antiwar rhetoric to gather 
this voting block in support of the Democrats. 
The support structure for the antiwar move-
ment wasn’t really there to prevent the war, it 
was part of a much larger agenda to advocate 
for more government using a block of popular 
issues appealing to as large a coalition as pos-
sible… even libertarian activists with side arms, 
if it served their immediate interests.

The voting block represented on the right side 
of the pyramid is mostly made up of the 180 
degree version of whatever is advocated by the 
left side, with as little overlap as possible… to 
the point of being comical. But don’t be fooled 
into thinking that the overall agenda isn’t shared. 
The bottom line is that you are a debt slave for 
‘They/Them/Those’ that will not leave you 
alone. But now for the Katrina/Sandy tie in.

At the end of August 2005, Hurricane Katrina 
devastated the Gulf Coast and it didn’t seem to 
take much effort to coalesce an effective op-
position to the Bush administration’s handling 
of the disaster. Opposition to America’s wars, 
combined with alternative media and addition-
al cable channels, created an environment that 
could take advantage of almost any misstep by 
anyone anywhere. And the US government, 
with the Bush administration at the helm, made 
it very easy for the American people to vent 
their anger. But with an even larger hurricane, 
more war, more drug war, education and infra-
structure in shambles, more debt and more sur-
veillance, and less freedom, the Obama admin-
istration is enjoying one of the highest approval 
ratings of his entire presidency. The offer of 

more freedom as the largest part of a real stimu-
lus package isn’t even discussed in Washington 
D.C. Only Ron Paul, in his last address from 
the floor of the House of Representatives, has 
articulated the power of liberty as a cure. http://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=q03cWio-zjk 

But for Ron Paul and his supporters, the entire 
election cycle of 2008 was a bipartisan brain 
washing that provided for the insertion of con-
fusion and doubt from all angles. Thinking back 
to the 2008 POTUS election cycle, it’s hard to 
recall any role played by President Bush in the 
2008 elections. The only memory I have of Bush 
being a part of the election coverage was when 
McCain and Obama “suspended” their cam-
paigns to stand shoulder to shoulder to shoulder 
with Bush when they Nationally Socialized the 
American economy with the TARP bailout… 
to be immediately followed weeks into the new 
Obama administration with more stimulus.

Americans, and the rest of the planet I suspect, 
barely noticed when Ron Paul and his support-
er’s efforts to Audit the Fed resulted in the ac-
knowledgement of tens of TRILLIONS of dol-
lars just given away to any and everyone but the 
American people. But, of course, they got the 
bill… and their money devalued. When the Sec-
retary of the United States Treasury advocated 
just last week for the American people to accept 
the inevitability of unlimited debt increases and 
perpetual tax slavery for themselves and future 
generations, did anyone really make a real ef-
fort to put up a fuss on the streets of America?... 
it’s just business as usual.

The ‘Largest Bank Robbery in Human Histo-
ry’, that continues before our eyes, has had long 
lasting side effects that have yet to be fully un-
derstood by those collecting the spoils of cor-
ruption and death. Just this week on Freedom’s 
Phoenix’ news site, we linked to a DailyBell.
com article by Ron Holland, “I Told You So! Of 
Course Washington will Steal Your Retirement 
Benefits” http://www.thedailybell.com/28418/
Ron-Holland-I-Told-You-So-Of-Course-Wash-
ington-will-Steal-Your-Retirement-Benefits 
where he references an article he wrote in early 
2010 published on LewRockwell.com. “The 
Coming Obama Retirement Trap Has Start-
ed”  http://www.lewrockwell.com/holland/
holland12.1.html. In that article, Ron Holland 
shares a story about getting a call from Ron Paul 
explaining how, at the last minute, an amend-
ment was added to the ‘1981 Economic Recov-
ery Act’ that made it clear that Social and Eco-
nomic engineering of the American people’s 
retirements away from them was well under 
way. I graduated High School in 1979, but can 
remember the year “2012” thrown around in the 
media as a young man as the year that the house 
of financial cards was to come tumbling down. 
Those that spend enough time each day to just 
scan the headlines provided on Freedom’s Phoe-
nix’ news site can’t miss the trend. The collec-
tive wealth of every individual in ‘the system’ is 
having their retirement forced pooled so that it 
can be drained for the benefit of… not you.

This article could have been filled with many 
examples of how you have been steered away 
from being able to provide for your own very 
comfortable retirement. If you did nothing but 
take whatever financial penalty engineered by 
every level of government and monthly con-
verted it to Gold and/or Silver, you would have 
provided for yourself a comfortable retirement. 

Continues on Page 48 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q03cWio-zjk
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q03cWio-zjk
http://www.thedailybell.com/28418/Ron-Holland-I-Told-You-So-Of-Course-Washington-will-Steal-Your-Retirement-Benefits
http://www.thedailybell.com/28418/Ron-Holland-I-Told-You-So-Of-Course-Washington-will-Steal-Your-Retirement-Benefits
http://www.thedailybell.com/28418/Ron-Holland-I-Told-You-So-Of-Course-Washington-will-Steal-Your-Retirement-Benefits
http://www.lewrockwell.com/holland/holland12.1.html
http://www.lewrockwell.com/holland/holland12.1.html


48

48

December 2012

Even with a few weeks until the end of the year, 
you may still have time to make some moves 
before… you can’t.

But I want to leave you with just a few thoughts 
that may convince you that you are not informed 
enough to play the hand you have been dealt, 
and that you might want to explore the liquida-
tion of any assets denominated in the US Dol-
lar and convert them to something of hard value 
before it is too late. You may have already got a 
very small sample of having your dreams taken 
from you in 2007 and 2008. But I suspect that 
was just a warning.

My research for this article started with ques-
tions for friends with much more experience 
and intelligence than I in finance. I understood 
that the entire system was rigged to swindle me 
out of my money a long time ago. And since 
I have few monetary resources, I focus on re-
lationships, knowledge, family, security, food, 
location, and silver to provide for myself and 
those I care about. My intent was to have my re-
search for this article focus on what to expect in 
the coming year, and if there were some impor-
tant pieces of advice that could be put into ac-
tion in the last few weeks of the year that would 
be appreciated by our subscribers.

Freedom’s Phoenix, the radio show, and this e-
Zine are full of regular suggestions and infor-
mation that is provided by those that deserve 
your attention, but one last piece of information 
from me might make a great deal of difference 
to someone that needed the extra encourage-
ment to do something that might have a very 
large and beneficial impact on their future.

While on the phone to a friend with extensive 
experience in matters of finance, another friend 
stopped by to drop off some holiday cheer and 
say hello - Charles Goyette, author of the New 
York Times best-selling book, The Dollar Melt-
down. I allowed myself to believe that this was 
a good sign that I had chosen a good issue to 
prompt the writing of this article. I’m sure that 
Charles was worried that a 15 minute visit over 
the holidays would turn into hours if he couldn’t 
simply supply me with a simple key to the rab-
bit hole and send me down it on my own, and 
we’ll see him and his wife Ali this Saturday at 
our Christmas Party anyway… Yes, our family 
calls it a “Christmas Party” :) So I didn’t attempt 
to chain him to a chair. The key he supplied me 
was “rehypothecation’”.

I had already started taking notes about all of the 
things that I wanted to research and share my 
perspective on, but I chose to tell you the above 
story about the inspiration of this month’s cov-
er and my opinion about the use of ‘movement 
manipulation’ via the Internet and social media 
because I think it more relevant and revealing 
(at least as to how my opinions were formed).

My list included many things to talk about that 
now seem just a symptom of a much larger prob-
lem rather than causes. My list included things 
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like the Presidential Working Group on Finan-
cial Markets (The Plunge Protection Team) and 
the large percentage of stock market volume 
that their efforts represent; that the volume of 
stock market activity in general has rapidly de-
clined; what entities do make up the largest por-
tions of stock trading and how much of that is 
done automatically by computers and how an-
other May 2010 computer trading stock crash 
is easy to predict and what it might trigger, and 
what is the safest thing to do to avoid the poten-
tial elimination of everything accumulated over 
a lifetime.

But then I decided to tell you a story that would 
end with these final thoughts. In August of 
2010, Goldman Sachs advised their clients to 
sell their gold holdings at less than $1250 an 
ounce http://www.zerohedge.com/article/gold-
man-tells-its-special-clients-sell-gold-even-
it-raises-its-price-target-shiny-metal, and just 
this week Goldman has repeated this advice 
http://www.zerohedge.com/news/2012-12-05/
golden-showers-goldman-tells-clients-sell-
gold with Gold now at $1700+. This informa-
tion sparked a memory of my making a video 
of over half a dozen women making signs in 
my backyard during the 2008 election cycle. I 
thought it interesting to find only woman mak-
ing signs this particular day when I came home, 
and thought it appropriate to make a video. One 
of the signs being produced stated, “The FED 
Did It”, which included a dollar sign and an ar-
row pointing down. The impression, of course, 
was that the Federal Reserve was devaluing the 
dollar. On camera I asked Renee, “What did the 
Fed do?”. Without hesitation she said, “They 
printed money and bought Gold with it”. I was 
left speechless at the clarity of that simple state-
ment.

There may need to be a couple of steps in the 
process of ‘Printing Gold’ via public relation ef-
forts, bailouts, stimulus and client advice, but 
in the end it is ‘the system’ that allows for the 
creation of a debt for unborn children to be con-
verted into hard assets for They/Them/Those. I 
could also spend a lot of time expressing my con-
cern that Auditing the Gold held by the United 
States government wouldn’t tell us how many 
times that Gold has been used to leverage other 
“investments”. Just as they have been able to 
turn paper into Gold, I am just as concerned that 
the ‘People’s Gold’ has been turned into paper.

I’m sure most of you remember the collapse of 
MF Global and the ‘evaporation’ of their cli-
ent’s assets. Gerald Celente was very animated 
on my radio show (and many others) about the 
‘theft’ of his money by MF Global, and Gerald 
targeted a great deal of his venom at MF Glob-
al’s CEO, Jon Corzine. But I hope Gerald won’t 
mind too much that I use his experience as an 
example for the rest of us. (More about that in 
just a bit)

Generation Next’s skepticism about partici-
pating in the financial system is due to a much 
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more powerful force than what can be exerted 
by government mandates and incentives… cul-
ture.

The South Park Episode “HUMANCENTi-
PAD” http://www.southparkstudios.com/full-
episodes/s15e01-humancentipad (starting at 1 
minute and 45 seconds into the episode will get 
to the meat of what I hope to share, but I recom-
mend the entire episode for entertainment) the 
creators of South Park do a great job of making 
the point that I hope to impart in the summa-
tion of this article. Few of us actually read the 
“Agreements” that are a condition of our updat-
ing software. Even if we did read the lengthy 
agreements, they are in a constant state of flux 
and often we agree (with a checked box) to 
have the conditions we agree to altered at any 
time. Just this past week, Facebook announced 
that they will automatically upload your smart-
phone’s photos to your Facebook accounts, but 
have individuals read what happens to those 
photos and how they are used and who ultimate-
ly owns them?... But I bet that they checked the 
box anyway. http://www.forbes.com/sites/to-
miogeron/2012/11/30/facebook-now-auto-up-
loads-mobile-photos-to-web/

MF Global:

Jon Corzine’s bio is as follows:  Mr. Corzine 
was the CEO of Goldman Sachs from ’94-’99 
and was followed by Henry Paulson (Paulson 
would later become Bush’s Treasury Secretary). 
Corzine would then become New Jersey’s US 
Senator from ’01-’06 immediately followed by 
his term as New Jersey’s Governor until 2010 
when he became CEO of MF Global. And it 
was MF Global, headed by Mr. Corzine, that 
Gerald Celente and many others used to lever-
age their money in the purchase of Gold futures 
contracts. Mr. Celente’s faith in the system re-
sulted in his making use of a well-established 
(and politically connected) company to provide 
him the service he needed to take advantage of 
the anticipated increase in Gold’s future price, 
in spite of its CEO having such a pedigree,… or 
maybe because of it, or maybe it simply never 
occurred to Gerald to be concerned and he sim-
ply looked for the best rate. Gerald stated that he 
planned on taking delivery of his gold when the 
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contract was due, but before he could do that, 
the money he placed in the care of MF Global 
was gone. Are you more informed than Gerald? 
Maybe. But I wouldn’t bet my life savings on it.

What Charles Goyette pointed me to was a con-
cept that I have never heard of before. But it 
doesn’t surprise me. Governments have been 
used to robbing as many people as possible 
since… well, since there have been govern-
ments. And this is the point that I’ve been build-
ing up to.
The financial system has evolved into a com-
plicated and constantly changing labyrinth of 
rules and regulations to protect those that have 
the greatest influence in the altering of the rules 
and regulations.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hypothecation

Hypothecation is when a borrower retains own-
ership of collateral, but it is "hypothetically" 
controlled by the creditor that has the right to 
seize possession if the borrower defaults.

Rehypothecation is when the creditor uses the 
collateral of their clients as collateral for their 
own trading. MF Global was limited to leverag-
ing their client’s money to 140% (amazing) by 
US law. But if they used a UK subsidiary of MF 
Global to trade in their own plays on many of the 
EU’s high yield high risk sovereign debt, then 
there was NO LIMIT to the leveraging. When 
the European Union didn’t act fast enough to 
bailout their member states as anticipated by the 
suits at MF Global, the money went bye bye.

I discovered that some more informed and skep-
tical Hedge Funds knew to take lower returns in 
exchange for not allowing for the ‘rehypotheti-
cation’ of their assets. But their money is gone 
as well, and its unlikely retrieval will likely be 
costly and time consuming.

In July of 2010, an IMF working paper was 
made available explaining the enormity of this 
practice.

Rehypothecation: Download the PDF HERE
http://www.imf.org/external/pubs/ft/wp/2010/
wp10172.pdf

IMF Working Paper

Monetary and Capital Markets Department

The (sizable) Role of Rehypothecation in the 
Shadow Banking System

Prepared by Manmohan Singh and James 
Aitken1
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the Only Solution http://www.zerohedge.com/
news/shadow-rehypothecation-infinte-lever-
age-and-why-breaking-tyrrany-ignorance-only-
solution

Submitted by Tyler Durden on 12/10/2011 14:10 
-0400

Soooo, my point is this. The politics of War, Fi-
nance, Power and Control cannot be fully un-
derstood by even the smartest of us, and I can 
only advocate for the physical control of hard 
assets to retain the bulk of your wealth. You 
are not going to outsmart such a corrupt system 
for any length of time, and the end game has 
already been planned for. Every crisis, disas-
ter, and threat has been used to herd us into the 
slaughter house where we are to be processed as 
livestock.

But in spite of all of the evidence of the collapse 
of our financial and political systems, I am very 
optimistic. Generation Next is rediscovering 
the benefits of liberty. Instant communication 
of truth and ideas has provided the transparency 
and understanding that has been promised hu-
manity for millennia. The best is yet to come. 
Our mission is to keep breathing in and out long 
enough to experience it.
 
TV Interview - Ernest Hancock weighs in on 

the 2012 ection thus far:

Peace,
Ernie
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Abstract

This paper examines the sizable role of re-
hypothecation in the shadow banking sys-
tem. Rehypothecation is the practice that 
allows collateral posted by, say, a hedge 
fund to its prime broker to be used again as 
collateral by that prime broker for its own 
funding. In the United Kingdom, such use 
of a customer’s assets by a prime broker 
can be for an unlimited amount of the cus-
tomer’s assets while in the United States re-
hypothecation is capped (at 140% of their 
client’s assets BTW :). Incorporating esti-
mates for rehypothecation (and the associ-
ated re-use of collateral) in the recent cri-
sis indicates that the collapse in non-bank 
funding to banks was sizable. We show that 
the shadow banking system was at least 50 
percent bigger than documented so far. We 
also provide estimates from the hedge fund 
industry for the “churning” factor or re-use 
of collateral. From a policy angle, supervi-
sors of large banks that report on a global 
consolidated basis may need to enhance 
their understanding of the off-balance sheet 
funding that these banks receive via rehy-
pothecation from other jurisdictions.

MF Global and the great Wall St re-hypothe-
cation scandal
http://newsandinsight.thomsonreuters.com/
Securities/Insight/2011/12_-_December/MF_
Global_and_the_great_Wall_St_re-hypotheca-
tion_scandal/
12/7/2011 COMMENTS (17)  
By Christopher Elias (UK)
 (Business Law Currents) “A legal loophole in 
international brokerage regulations means 
that few, if any, clients of MF Global are like-
ly to get their money back.”

Shadow Rehypothecation, Infinite Leverage, 
and Why Breaking the Tyranny of Ignorance Is 
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