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FreedomsPhoenix Digital Magazine viewing tips
By Nick Barnett

The Freedom’s Phoenix digi-
tal magazine has been opti-
mized and tested for use on the 
iPad with the “GoodReader” 
application. Since Apple’s 
products do not have native 

support for interactive publications, you have 
to purchase the application from the iTunes 
digital download store. You can either follow 
this link to be taken to the application purchase 
page or use your iPad’s AppStore and search for 
“GoodReader.”
 

Once GoodReader is installed, 
you can optimize your digi-
tal magazine experience by 
changing a few default options 
in the application. Launch 

GoodReader and click the settings icon (it looks 
like a little gear in the bottom left of the screen).  
In the “General Settings” tab, it is recommended 
that you set the “Asks for link action” option to 
OFF.  In the “PDF files” tab, you should ensure 
that “Horizontal swipe” is set to ON, and “Fit 
page to width (portrait)” is set to ON.

Once you have made the above changes, you will 
be able to swipe left and right to “flip” through 
the digital pages and the pages should appear 
as intended, just like a real paper magazine, but 
with modern paperless interactivity.

To obtain the Freedom’s Phoenix digital mag-
azine, launch GoodReader and click “Browse 
the Web.”  To get to this option, you may need 
to expand the “Web Downloads” sub-window 
found on the right hand column of the applica-
tion. When you click “Browse the web” you 

iPad/iPhone Andriod Device SmartPhone Other

will be presented with GoodReader’s internal 
web browser, just type in www.freedomsphoe-
nix.com in the address bar and hit “Go” on your 
iPad onscreen keyboard.
 
Once Freedom’s Phoe-
nix has loaded, click on 
“Magazine / Radio / TV” 
in the website’s naviga-
tion bar, then choose 
the option for “Online 
Magazine List.”   You 
may be prompted to en-
ter your Freedom’s Phoenix username and pass-
word at this point. Choose the digital magazine 
you wish to download and you will be taken to a 
page with a link that says “Download Magazine 
File.” Once you click this, GoodReader will be-
gin downloading the file. Once the file has fin-
ished downloading, you will be able to access it 
from the “Recent Downloads” menu in the  “My 
Documents” screen of  GoodReader.

The best software for all android 
devices so far has been the FREE 
software from the Andriod Mar-
ket: ezPDF Reader
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WHAT makes a 
person success-
ful hasn’t changed 
much over time.  
Successful people 
have ability to learn, 
to adapt, to commu-
nicate and to work 
hard.  Beyond that, 
to make a real dif-

ference we all need an ability to love, to be pas-
sionate, and to reflect on the world around us 
– be it the physical world of nature and technol-
ogy, or the metaphysical world of ideas and the 
unseen but possible.  

As we think specifically about our young chil-
dren or grandchildren, we will find that even 
these skills will not be enough.  An ability to 
learn, for many, will be learning what govern-
ment employees and bureaucrats are teaching 
that day, and that year, and that decade, in an en-
vironment of authoritarian smarm.  To learn here 
means to learn dependency on governments and 
fear of change, and to embrace boredom as the 
normal human condition, to be relieved chemi-
cally.

An ability to adapt, for our youngest little “citi-
zens” means to adapt to arbitrary rules of not 
only parents, but policemen, teachers, govern-
ment workers, and even international do-good-
ers.   A child adapting to this environment learns 
to use the overbearing system of government 
inspections and demands, the inconsistency 
of government justice, crime and punishment, 
and the lack of fundamental truth contained in 
government pronouncements for his or her own 
benefit.  Adapting to socialized systems, be they 
Soviet or Chinese style communism or the cor-
porate nanny statism of the United States, means 
learning to selectively maximize and minimize 
compliance with arbitrary rules for person-
al gain.  It is a very complex and complicated 
world, but it is largely unrelated to and com-
pletely unhinged from fundamental economics, 
the natural world, or a spiritual universe.  When 
asked how the soon-to-be-elected President of 
the United States was going to pay for her mort-
gage and her car, the young woman in the infa-
mous video of 2008 said, “I don’t know!  His 
stash!”  This idea of government as an infinite 
source, a real-life perpetual motion machine un-
supported by logic, science or common sense, 
is a widely embraced way Americans are taught 
to see government and the state, and certainly, 
it is the way American government has behaved 
at the federal level for decades, borrowing from 
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Got Attitude? 
By Karen Kwiatkowski

the future with no intention of paying anything 
back.   To adapt to this current non-sensical “re-
ality” is how many of our young people will ex-
ercise this otherwise critical and creative sur-
vival skill.

The next generation must also have a highly de-
veloped ability to communicate. Technology al-
lows new levels of communication, and it is of-
ten noted by older generations that the young are 
constantly “communicating” with each other via 
ever tinier devices and more powerful technolo-
gies.  Information has never been more acces-
sible, and this accessibility is taken for granted 
by the younger generations who have grown up 
using it.  But where does thumb texting your 
reactions and emotions, and glancing at those 
of your immediate peer group, fit in the human 
scale of communication?   I cannot speak for 
my children and grandchildren, many of whom 
will indeed sit and read a book on occasion, and 
enjoy philosophical discussions.  But I have no-
ticed that the immediate accessibility of infor-
mation has made me personally less likely to 
memorize material, less likely to read a long ar-
ticle or an entire book, and more likely to scan 
everything around me for interesting bits rather 
than entire messages.  In itself, for me at age 50, 
already interested in many things and informed 
on several things, this shift in the way I acquire 
information is probably not harmful.  This way 
of acquiring information, facilitated by the In-
ternet and television, tends to reinforce and fo-
cus my past knowledge, rather than broaden my 
knowledge in any new way.  I am interested in 
what I am interested in, so to speak.  Pre-existing 
interests shape my use of the vast world of in-
formation available, and I suspect it does so for 
other people as well.  What many consider the 
moral and cultural depravation of mainstream 
media (including the Internet) is just a reflection 
of what a great many people are interested in – 
and much of that is puerile and juvenile rather 
than thought -provoking.  

With so much already said and written and 
filmed, it may be that young people feel less 
of a need to say something new, and rather, 
see themselves as atomic observers rather than 
participants in this world of communication.   
Communication is becoming more comment 
and command, rather than exploration of ideas 
and careful articulation with others, who may 
see things quite differently.  Certainly, what is 
fast and easy is what gets read and talked about.  
Our communication skills – in spite of the ex-
plosion of blogs and individual validation via 

Continues on Page 5
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the Internet – are becoming narrowed, and sub-
ject to manipulation and framing, based on what 
is easy to discuss, gratifying to see and learn 
about, and immediately accessible.   Were our 
government not so large and integrated into our 
lives, this would be a purely educational and 
social problem.   As it stands, government has 
its own interests and ability to shape and man-
age what we think we know, what we gravitate 
towards in style and content, and the technical 
availability and usability of the communications 
network we depend upon to acquire informa-
tion.  We hear of a centrally controlled  on-off 
switch for the Internet, but we are philosophi-
cally and socially unprepared for what this may 
mean to younger generations who are integrated 
into this information network.  Can we think, 
adapt and communicate without it?   Will they?

Of the basic requirements for human success, 
to learn, to adapt, to communicate and to work 
hard, it is the latter that concerns me the most.   
Certainly, our own memories of hard work have 
been embellished by time.  But it is clear that 
the physicality of work in the United States has 
diminished, and the necessity for physical work 
to satisfy ones’ basic needs is greatly reduced.  
Electricity, not exercise, is fundamental.  The 
interest in and ability to sweat, to get dirty, to 
be unfashionable, to be physically frustrated, to 
never give up, and even to bear minor aches and 
pains is unacceptable unless it is in organized 
play. And for our children, even such play is 
confined to the indoors, often staring at a flick-
ering screen and gripping a remote control.  

How well our children and grandchildren love, 
become passionate about ideas and efforts, and 
reflect on the world around them depends on 
how they learn, how and to what they adapt, 
how well and completely they communicate 
with others, and their practiced tendency to face 
down mental and physical challenges, time and 
time again, without quitting.   If we want the 
younger generations to be successful, they must 
have these skills.

We can turn off the TV, replace passive learn-
ing and computer-aided entertainment with ac-
tive investigation and experimentation, and get 
our kids away from government schools.  We 
can teach by example, as we ourselves continue 
to learn, to adapt, to communicate and to work 
hard.   We can create opportunities for children 
to work hard, to struggle and to overcome – in 
fact, all of this is simply good parenting and cer-
tainly not controversial.   We can ensure that our 
children and grandchildren are capable of self-
education, and we can push them and lead them 
gently to practice that self-education in direc-
tions that are wise and beneficial, peaceful and 
productive.  

But if we want to facilitate their success in deal-
ing with what is coming next, we would attempt 
to foster in them a certain attitude of fundamen-
tal skepticism.  Most young people and even 
young children do understand the difference be-
tween good and evil, and between the real and 
the unreal. They understand computer games 
and television entertainment are not reality, and 
they recognize the illusion of “reality TV” far 
more quickly than do their parents.   But of-
ten, this “Show me” and “Prove it” mentality 
does not extend to the more fundamental illu-
sion of statist benevolence.   Subjected to con-
stant messages of the prevalence and positivity 
of “government,” our independent-minded chil-
dren have subconsciously accepted that faceless 
bureaucrats actually work in their interest, for 
the good of the community, the state, the world.   
They do not question the contradictory concepts 

of government charity, or peace through war-
fare.  As with all of us, they are not interested 
in things they take for granted, and for many of 
the coming generations, this includes all things 
government.   They have learned to go along to 
get along when dealing with state “authority.”  
In this, they are no different than people in past 
generations, including past generations who 
walked willingly onto government trains tak-
ing them to a place they were told by authorities 
would be safe.

We ourselves, like the coming generations, need 
personal attitudes of hardy and bold skepticism.  
We need to be able to bravely switch chan-
nels, and to recognize and reject sales pitches 
and lullabies of our own government.  We need 
children who say “No!” not only to things they 
don’t want, but to many things that they think 
they do want.   Our collective “No” to a gov-
ernment operating without our consent, as our 
current government does, should be reactive, 
automatic, and instant.   We must as parents and 
grandparents, create environments that develop 
this skepticism.  We must teach them that what 
is presented to us by government is often a false 
choice, the wrong questions, and unrelated to 
our fundamental interests.   We must encourage 
them to practice and experience struggle and hard 
work and disappointment – not everyone gets a 
trophy!  We should show them that to challenge 
state authority doesn’t mean alienation, and that 
love is all-powerful and forgiving.  We must 
ensure that they understand communication be-
tween people need not be command-delivered 
and control-oriented, but rather it is a complex 
and innovative pathway to a future we consent 
to and embrace side by side.   We must teach 
them to reason, and to act.  

This approach to parenting and grandparenting 
is radical, by contemporary standards.   “Got at-
titude?” should become the rallying cry for how 
we ourselves must live, and code for our par-
enting priorities.   Etienne de la Boetie, in the 
1500s, wrote that, “…custom becomes the first 
reason for voluntary servitude.”  He goes on, 

There are always a few, better endowed than oth-
ers, who feel the weight of the yoke and cannot 
restrain themselves from attempting to shake it 
off: É These are in fact the men who, possessed 
of clear minds and far-sighted spirit, are not sat-
isfied, like the brutish mass, to see only what is 
at their feet, but rather look about them, behind 
and before, and even recall the things of the past 
in order to judge those of the future, and com-
pare both with their present condition. These are 
the ones who, having good minds of their own, 
have further trained them by study and learn-
ing. Even if liberty had entirely perished from 
the earth, such men would invent it. For them 
slavery has no satisfactions, no matter how well 
disguised.

Our custom, passed through to upcoming gen-
erations, must never be subservience.  Always 
and forever, without compromise, in every way, 
our custom must be liberty.   Our children and 
grandchildren are gifted and lovely – the best 
preparation we may provide them, as tyranny 
creeps and passivity is promoted, is the bold at-
titude of free men.  Liberty in this country is 
shrinking.    If we ourselves are less than suc-
cessful in our lifetimes in seizing our birthright 
of peace, prosperity and freedom, it will be our 
children, in a custom we will have shared today, 
and with the bold attitude we must inculcate 
now, who will restore liberty and if necessary, 
invent it. 

Continued from Page 4 - Got Attitude? 
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What is Generation Next going to look like?
By Megan Duffield

IF I looked around at 
the audiences we are 
gathering with Sil-
ver Circle’s release 
around the corner, I 
could paint a fairly 
nice predictive pic-
ture. If you don’t mind 
I’d like to attempt to 
describe the liberty 
culture’s direction in 

the coming years. That’s the Generation Next 
you and I care about right?

I bump into many youngsters at events around 
the country when carrying the Silver Circle 
flag. I’m not talking about just liberty-oriented 
events. We’ve attended film festivals, music 
festivals, precious metal conferences, comic 
conventions, and tech-savvy trade shows. Many 
of these are saturated with middle aged, fairly 
apathetic attendees, however I get the chance to 
interact with many of the younger participants.  
Our End the Fed t-shirts and the money burning 
on our promotional posters seem to attract some 
interesting people…

Look around. We have nowhere to go but out-
ward with the cause of liberty. Our pool of activ-
ists and supporters will not shrink. It has done 
nothing but increase exponentially and will con-
tinue to do so, especially with the level of dis-
trust in the establishment today. The young peo-
ple see the lies and don’t have the hard-wired 
baggage like the adults that have been forced to 
accept the statist way of living. A statist way of 
living that has lead to their prosperity’s demise.

The young people we’ve met at comic conven-
tions share with us their anti-authoritarian be-
liefs indirectly by living as non-conformists and 
disliking the idea of something controlling them 
(as seen in their hobby of choice and speech). 
We step in to help them identify one culprit…
The Federal Reserve. At one comic convention 
I was even approached by a young boy asking 
about the silver ounces on the table and he told 
me who controlled the money. I won’t sit here 
and say that all comic fans are anarchists, but 
gosh darnit there are quite a few and once they 
find out that liberty is a great path to seek out 
their preferred lifestyle, I have faith they’ll join 
the movement in no time.

An interesting place to find other liberty-minded 
individuals is the precious metals world. Sure 
they understand the importance of sound money, 
but that doesn’t automatically mean they support 
civil disobedience and want to demolish gov-
ernment. Precious metal investors are unique 
liberty-minded individuals with one big slice of 
the whole liberty pie.  I see people in their late 
teens up to late 20’s getting involved in metal 
investing, which is a new phenomenon accord-
ing to the vets. Younger adults recognize metal’s 
intrinsic value and that the dollar doesn’t hold a 
candle to its performance through the past year. 
The young have also seen many of their family 
members suffer through the recession and lose 
a lot of their investment profits. The number of 
investors will increase over time, if not by the 
exceptional job the Fed has done on inflating 
the dollar, but sheer word of mouth. A friend of 
Silver Circle started his daughter off with the 
importance of real money by giving her a .10 oz 
Silver Circle Round for her lost tooth. Cute and 
brilliant move!

With all of my experience as evidence, I see 
Generation Next finding itself lost in a sea of 
lies, but instead of what recent generations have 
done (comply), they will begin to form their 
own liberty voice that with the right amount of 
people will overbearingly shadow any coercive 
language of the government or oppressors. I see 
the ideas of communities becoming more popu-
lar with the current generations in order to lo-
calize liberty and freedom. This type of living 
sans government compulsion will open up op-
tions for new ways of educating, eating, and all 
around thinking. Imagine a child’s upbringing 
in such an environment. 

The best part about all the factions and subcul-
tures of the world, and in our case filmmaking, 
is the common denominators we can find within 
them. I foresee our Generation Next of liberty 
growing, and its diversity will strengthen its ap-
peal. Until then we’ll keep making movies that 
the punk comic kids and nerdy investors like, 
in hopes to bring liberty to the forefront of peo-
ple’s philosophical options!
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NOW, I'll admit, 
most people are 
probably not afraid 
of me.  I'm pretty 
non-threatening at 
first glance.  But, 
deep down, I have 
always fancied 
myself something 
of a small-scale na-
tional threat.  I've 

entertained fantasies of participating in compli-
cated overthrow plots, and I was probably the 
only person who cried big proud tears from the 
fourth row during "The Scarlet Pimpernel".  I'm 
afraid it's in my blood.

When I became a parent, though, my dreams of 
torch-bearing marches and mass protests were 
quickly and unceremoniously placed at the back 
of the Things-I'm-No-Longer-Allowed-To-
Consider-Because-I'm-a-Parent shelf.  Along-
side skydiving and running with the bulls.  Little 
did I know that my greatest subversive adven-
ture lay ahead.  And, it involved neither swords, 
nor sit-ins.  My brand of revolutionary action is 
both peaceful and yet extremely threatening to 
the current power structure and its promise of a 
future.  And that excites me.

I am dangerous. I am a homeschooler.  One of 
approximately one million other families (sta-
tistics are slippery, which says to me that we are 
mostly still flying under the radar) who have, 
for various reasons, opted out of the system of 
formal education in this country.  And really, 
who can blame us?  When I made the decision 
to homeschool, I was living in a major Mid-
western city, which boasts the highest proper-
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“Teach Your Children Well”
By Gretchen Shaffer Wahlstedt
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ty tax rate in our state.  It's only going upward, 
thanks in part to the socialist majority who plas-
ter their Prius bumpers and yards with "I'm Vot-
ing for Kids" signage.  I did, on one occasion, 
roll down my window and shout across a Bar-
bra Streisand ballad, "You didn't vote for MY 
kids... in fact, you voted to steal from my kids, 
just so you know... maybe your sticker should 
be more specific" (I think she must have forgot-
ten about the sticker because she just gave me 
a glassy-eyed stare and cocked her head before 
pulling away.  Or, maybe she's just really into 
Streisand. I didn't ask).  Our city's annual per-
pupil taxpayer cost is around $21K.  This figure 
is just higher than the priciest of all prep schools 
in the area, where I'm guessing kids are graduat-
ing with, at a minimum, the ability to write their 
own names and identify the sun.  My husband 
and I joke that the our city's school district holds 
the distinction of providing the least value at the 
highest cost of any learning institution or district 
in the state.  And yet the money keeps rolling in.

So, when the time came for me to consider 
schooling for my kids, I took a look around.  I 
paid close attention to the kids in our neighbor-
hood who attended the local government schools 
and spoke with their parents about what they 
liked or didn't about their school.  I have to men-
tion that I lived in one of those nutty neighbor-
hoods where there is a culture of "We don't care 
how rotten it is, we're sending our children to 
the local crappy school because WE BELIEVE 
IN THE PRINCIPLE OF 'PUBLIC' EDUCA-
TION'".  Some are almost religious about it.  I'm 
not sure what the family at the end of the street 
is missing, but they still have their 2010 school 
referendum lawn sign posted proudly atop their 

Continues on Page 8
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fence, as though they're happy to announce their 
role in the extensive pillaging that took place as 
a result of our city's last elections.  The reason 
I wonder about them is that both of their chil-
dren spat upon them repeatedly at our last block 
party and seem to enjoy behaving like they are 
gearing up for the Anti-Social Olympics, junior 
division.  And, of course, maybe there's no con-
nection between their behavior and the place 
they spend the vast majority of their waking 
lives, but it does leave me curious.  

So, I decided to visit the school myself.  I wasn't 
three steps inside before I noticed an enormous 
mural painted on the hallway wall which read 
something like "WE RESPECT EACH OTH-
ER AT (this crappy neighborhood) SCHOOL", 
which said to me, "If we have to paint it in bold 
18" letters, it's because this concept is foreign 
here".  I then watched a teacher line children up 
along the muraled wall, to head into the lunch-
room. The looks on several of those little faces 
(a cross between fear and resignation) made me 
want to weep.  Kind of like watching George the 
mountain gorilla stare with a mix of hatred and 
despair at onlookers at our local zoo.  Trying to 
avoid eye contact with these little people as I 
hurried out of the building, I determined that I'd 
rather my children spend eight hours a day pan-
handling with the guy on the corner than in that 
environment.  And, my impression wasn't based 
solely upon the little budding sociopaths on my 
block, or just that brief visit. .It was a combina-
tion of gut-instinct, observation, bits and pieces 
I'd heard on The Street, and comparisons to my 
own experiences as a kid doing time in my own 
government school.  

So, after all was said and done, my reasons for 
opting out boiled down to the following.  

I didn't want my children marinating in the base 
culture that seems to define the government 
school experience.  I didn't want my kids learn-
ing how to evade left hooks or pick up phrase-
ology I am not equipped to understand or that 
would horrify their grandparents. I didn't want 
them to become sensitized to the violations to 
their persons, large or small, that seem to be 
a part of everyday life in these institutions.  I 
personally spent nine years dodging a large girl 
nicknamed Angie the Amazon who decided that 
terrorizing me was her major course of study, 
and also suffered through more than one lecture 
about how using the restroom was a privilege 
and not predicated on the need to pee. I also 
wanted my children to maybe learn something. 

But, as I began to really think about what it 
meant to homeschool, I realized that, perhaps 

more important than the practical reasons were 
the philosophical ones.  I want to be the primary 
influence in my children's lives.  Bold as this 
opinion seems to be in our current culture, this 
sentiment is really what lay at the heart of home-
schooling. Homeschoolers have a desire to as-
sert control over who, what, how, when, where 
and why our children are educated, primarily 
because we recognize the cost of institutional-
ized schooling to our children's safety, souls and 
futures.  

So, what am I hoping to teach my children that 
I suspect they wouldn't get in a traditional class-
room?  

To trust their own thought processes, to look at 
everything with which they come into contact 
critically and with suspicion, even the things I 
tell them.   

About human and political history... that there 
has always been a ruling class, a dependent class 
and a "host" class that supports them both. My 
hope is that they'll avoid all three. 

That life is beautiful, the world is full of rich-
ness and wonder that will never cease to amaze 
them.

That they were endowed with their very own 
drives and interests and that these are the guides 
they should follow when considering where to 
invest their time and energy.

That their world ought to be one where they are 
treated with respect, and that anyone who treats 
them otherwise should be seen as an enemy.  

That they have important work to do while 
they're alive.  Finding it and pursuing it are far 
more interesting and satisfying than playing 
video games and smoking pot.  

That they matter.  To me, to the stray cat we 
feed, to the world they are going to inherit.  They 
were not born to be cogs in anyone else's ma-
chine, pawns in anyone's war games or worker 
bees in someone else's hive.  Their lives belong 
to them and their world depends upon them to 
stay awake, aware and articulate about what 
they see.  They are who humanity is depend-
ing upon to ensure its future.  This has never 
seemed more true than it does today.  

If I and the throngs of parents who are walk-
ing this road alongside me are successful, then I 
think freedom may stand a chance.
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How Spanking Serves the State
By Bretigne Shaffer
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I remember when I 
pushed Genelle Gross-
man over.  I was four 
or five, it was recess 
and we were all out-
side playing in the 
grass near some trees.  
She was walking with 
some friends and I 
thought they were all 

acting “girly.”  I didn’t like “girly”.  So I pushed 
her and she fell.  There was crying and shout-
ing and they all went and told the teacher and 
she came and found me sitting near the trees.  
The teacher asked me why I had done it and I 
couldn’t answer.  All I could do was sit and push 
a stick into the dirt.  I couldn’t even look at her.  
And I never did anything like that again.

Every child is different, every parent will tell 
you.  And there are plenty of parents who will 
tell you that “talking about it” just doesn’t work 
with their child.  Their child needs consequences 
to stop their bad behavior.  Maybe even painful 
consequences.  “Anyway,” they will tell you, “I 
was spanked as a child and I turned out OK!”  
To argue with them at that point is to suggest 
that perhaps they are not OK, so that’s usually 
where the conversation ends.

But look around you.  Look at the multitudes 
of people who are willing to lie, steal and kill 
on behalf of those in authority.  Look at the re-
sponse of most Americans to the TSA’s sexual 
molestation as a condition for air travel, or the 
now routine police assaults on innocent peo-
ple.  The vast majority of Americans not only 
tolerate this kind of behavior, but defend it.  
Look at this video (http://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=QqUm-Zk3_Ws) showing McDon-
alds employees willingly abusing a female col-
league just because an authoritative voice on the 
telephone tells them to.  Or this video (http://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=0L-2QzdDoCw), 
showing ordinary Americans willing to steal and 
even kidnap a baby at the request of someone in 
a uniform.  The vast majority of Americans are 
not “OK” by any stretch of the imagination, and 
it’s just possible that spanking has something to 
do with that.

It sounds ridiculous, doesn’t it?  But the parent-
child relationship is the most fundamental of re-

lationships.  It is what teach-
es us at a level deeper than 
intellect how to relate to the 
rest of the world.  A parent 
can tell a child over and over 
again that it is not OK to hit, 
but if the parents themselves 
are hitting, then that is what 
the child will learn.  When 
a parent spanks a child, they 
teach the child much more than that it is not OK 
to stick a fork in a light socket, or pull their baby 
sister’s hair.  They teach that - despite what they 
say - it is in fact OK to use violence to get other 
people to do what you want.  

Parents who spank insist that it is not “vio-
lence” and that they do it for the child’s own 
good.  And I think the vast majority of them do 
believe this is true.  But is it good for a child to 
learn by example that might makes right?  That 
the way to succeed in the world is obey those 
who are stronger than you, or to become strong 
yourself and get others to obey you?  Is it in the 
child’s best interests to train them to be obedi-
ent?  Because ultimately, this is what spanking 
and punishment teach.  Personally, that is not 
what I want for my children.  Nor is it what I 
wish upon a world already overrun with obedi-
ent “citizens”.

But what do you do when your child simply 
won’t listen?  What do you do when your child 
is in a dangerous situation?  I am always a little 
amazed when people ask me this - as if the ob-
viously appropriate response to a child in dan-
ger is to start hitting them.  Of course one of 
the most compelling reasons parents who spank 
feel that it is necessary is that they want to teach 
their children about danger, and to avoid things 
that are dangerous.  But is it necessary to use 
violence in order to teach this?  My own ex-
perience, and the experience of countless other 
parents who do not spank, tells me that it is not.  

Moreover, the harm that spanking does goes 
much deeper than whatever physical pain it in-
flicts.  It is instrumental in shaping the child’s 
worldview and developing the child’s tools for 
interacting in the world.  Rather than teaching 
children to rely on reason or an inner sense of 
right and wrong in making decisions, spanking 
- and punishment more broadly - simply teaches 
children to do whatever is necessary to avoid 
immediate pain or discomfort.  It teaches (or 
rather, trains) children to live at what is perhaps 
the lowest form of human existence, not all that 
different from how animals go through life. 
Spanking is not a tool for teaching, but a tool 
for training - what one would do with a dog.  
(Yet ironically, even the best dog trainers will 
tell you that it is never acceptable to hit a dog.)  

I say there is already enough of this kind of be-
havior out in the world.  As the state encroaches 
more and more into our lives, and as it continues 
to commit crimes against innocent Americans 
and foreigners alike, I see this mindless accep-
tance of authority as instrumental in allowing 
the abuses of the state to continue.  I don’t want 
to contribute to producing more of it.  Even 
more importantly though, I do not want to raise 
my children to live this way, to respond primar-
ily to punishment and reward rather than to a 
deeper set of values.

But what about the children who won’t listen 
to reason?  What about all the kids who don’t 
respond as I did when confronted about having 
pushed the other little girl?  Isn’t it possible that 

McDonalds Stripsearch

What Would You Do? - ABC News - Would 
You Obey a Total Stranger
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children like this could be born to parents who 
don’t believe in spanking?  Sure it is.  But I have 
a hard time believing anyone who says that their 
child can only learn by being hit.  When even 
dog trainers are able to refrain from teaching 
through violence, I have to believe that it is pos-
sible with human beings as well.  And children 
who are not yet able to understand that they 
must stay away from dangerous things can be 
kept away from them until they do understand.  
There is nothing punitive in restraining a child 
from dangerous situations and there is a tremen-
dous difference between physical restraint and 
the entire ethos that goes along with physical 
punishment.  

Our society has a pathological love for author-
ity and a pathological tendency towards mind-
less obedience.  Is this all the result of parents 
spanking their children?  Of course not.  A par-
ent’s discipline choice is but one of countless 
factors that will influence children as they grow 
up.  And each child is unique.  Each child will 
respond in his or her own way to the lessons - 
implicit or explicit - their parents pass on.  Just 
as government schools manage to turn out some 
number of emotionally healthy morally up-
standing anti-authoritarians, so it is possible for 
some children to escape the damaging impact 

of spanking and grow to live by their own sense 
of right and wrong.  This does not mean that 
spanking is benign any more than the rare ex-
ceptions prove that government schools are fer-
tile ground for developing independent thought 
and an inner sense of morality.

The lessons we learn as small children are the 
ones that are most deeply implanted.  If the 
parent-child relationship is founded in violence 
- that is, if the parents must resort to violence 
in order to teach and protect their children - 
then what should we expect to see in the adult 
world?  Look around and try to tell yourself that 
the vast majority of human beings don’t believe 
coercive violence is a necessary part of human 
society.  Try and tell yourself that most of the 
people living around you don’t believe deeply 
in the legitimacy and the necessity of authori-
tarian power.  And then try to tell yourself that 
the lessons they learned early in their upbring-
ing have nothing to do with that.

-------------------
Bretigne Shaffer is a writer and filmmaker.  She 
blogs here.  (http://www.bretigne.com)
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Khan Academy - Alternative Education

Salman Khan talk at TED 2011 (from ted.com)

A free world-class education for anyone anywhere.

The Khan Academy is an organization on a mission. We’re a not-for-profit with the goal of chang-
ing education for the better by providing a free world-class education to anyone anywhere.

All of the site’s resources are available to anyone. It doesn’t matter if you are a student, teacher, 
home-schooler, principal, adult returning to the classroom after 20 years, or a friendly alien just 
trying to get a leg up in earthly biology. The Khan Academy’s materials and resources are avail-
able to you completely free of charge.

How it works for students

Students can make use of our extensive video li-
brary, practice exercises, and assessments from 
any computer with access to the web.

    Complete custom self-paced learning tool
    A dynamic system for getting help
    A custom profile, points, and badges to mea-
sure progress

Coaches, parents, and teachers

Coaches, parents, and teachers have unprec-
edented visibility into what their students are 
learning and doing on the Khan Academy.

    Ability to see any student in detail
    A real-time class report for all students
    Better intelligence for doing targeted inter-
ventions

Khan Academy Exercise Software
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Browse our library of over 2,400 educational 
videos...

Algebra
Topics covered from very basic algebra all the 
way through algebra II. This is the best algebra 
playlist to start at if you’ve never seen algebra 
before. Once you get your feet wet, you may 
want to try some of the videos in the “Algebra I 
Worked Examples” playlist.

Algebra I Worked Examples
180 Worked Algebra I examples (problems writ-
ten by the Monterey Institute of Technology and 
Education). You should look at the “Algebra” 
playlist if you’ve never seen algebra before or 
if you want instruction on topics in Algebra II. 
Use this playlist to see a ton of example prob-
lems in every topic in the California Algebra I 
Standards. If you can do all of these problems 
on your own, you should probably test out of 
Algebra I (seriously).

Arithmetic
The most basic of the math playlists. Start here 
if you have very little background in math fun-
damentals (or just want to make sure you do). 
After watching this playlist, you should be ready 
for the pre-algebra playlist.

Banking and Money
Videos on how banks work and how money is 
created.

Biology
Covers topics seen in a first year college or high 
school biology course.

Brain Teasers
Random logic puzzles and brain teasers. Fun to 
do and useful for many job interviews!

CAHSEE Example Problems
Sal working through the 53 problems from the 
practice test available at http://www.cde.ca.gov/
ta/tg/hs/documents/mathpractest.pdf for the 
CAHSEE (California High School Exit Exami-
nation). Clearly useful if you’re looking to take 
that exam. Probably still useful if you want to 
make sure you have a solid understanding of ba-
sic high school math.

Calculus
Topics covered in the first two or three semes-
ters of college calculus. Everything from lim-
its to derivatives to integrals to vector calculus. 
Should understand the topics in the pre-calculus 
playlist first (the limit videos are in both playl-
ists)

California Standards Test: Algebra I
Sal works through the problems from the CA 
Standards released questions: http://www.cde.

Continued from Page 11 - Khan Academy - Alternative Education
ca.gov/ta/tg/sr/documents/rtqalg1.pdf . Good 
videos to review Algebra I (The “Algebra I 
Worked Examples” playlist is more comprehen-
sive and should probably be watched first).

California Standards Test: Algebra II
Sal works through 80 questions taken from the 
California Standards Test for Algebra II. Good 
place to review the major topics in Algebra II 
even if you’re not in California. Many of these 
topics are taught in more depth in the “Algebra” 
playlist.

California Standards Test: Geometry
Sal does the 80 problems from the released 
questions from the California Standards Test for 
Geometry. 

Chemistry
Videos on chemistry (roughly covering a first-
year high school or college course).

Competition Math
Example problems from random math competi-
tions

Computer Science
Introduction to programming and computer sci-
ence

Cosmology and Astronomy
Videos attempting to grasp a little bit about our 
Universe

Credit Crisis
Videos on the causes and effects of the credit 
crisis/crunch.

Currency
Videos about currency exchange

Current Economics
Discussions of economic topics and how they 
relate to current events.

Developmental Math
Worked developmental math examples from 
the Monterey Institute. These start pretty basic 
and would prepare a student for the Algebra I 
worked examples

Developmental Math 2
Worked developmental math examples from the 
Monterey Institute (part 2). These start at Alge-
bra I and would prepare a student for basic col-
lege mathematics.

Differential Equations
Topics covered in a first year course in differen-
tial equations. Need to understand basic differ-
entiation and integration from Calculus playlist 
before starting here.
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Finance
Videos on finance and macroeconomics

GMAT Data Sufficiency
Sal works through 155 data sufficiency prob-
lems in the GMAC GMAT Review book (so us-
ing real GMAT problems). Buy the book, then 
watch the videos.

GMAT: Problem Solving
Sal works through tbe 249 problem solving 
(math) questions in the official GMAC GMAT 
book.

Geithner Plan
Videos on the Geithner Plan to solve the bank-
ing crisis.

Geometry
Videos on geometry. Basic understanding of Al-
gebra I necessary. After this, you’ll be ready for 
Trigonometry.

History
The history of the world (eventually)!

IIT JEE Questions
Questions from previous IIT JEEs

Khan Academy-Related Talks and Interviews
Collection of interviews with and presentations 
by Salman Khan. Also a few other mentions of 
Khan Academy at other talks.

Linear Algebra
Matrices, vectors, vector spaces, transforma-
tions. Covers all topics in a first year college lin-
ear algebra course. This is an advanced course 
normally taken by science or engineering majors 
after taking at least two semesters of calculus 
(although calculus really isn’t a prereq) so don’t 
confuse this with regular high school algebra.

MA Tests for Education Licensure (MTEL) 
-Pre-Alg
Massachusetts Tests for Education Licensure 
(MTEL) General Curriculum (03) Practice Test 
explained by Sal. Good problems for deep un-
derstanding of pre-algebra concepts.

Organic Chemistry
Topics covered in college organic chemistry 
course. Basic understanding of basic high school 
or college chemistry assumed

Paulson Bailout

Videos to help understand the bailout.

Physics
Projectile motion, mechanics and electricity 
and magnetism. Solid understanding of algebra 
and a basic understanding of trigonometry nec-
essary.

Pre-algebra
Videos on pre-algebra. Should be ready for the 
“Algebra” playlist if you understand everything 
here.

Precalculus
Non-trigonometry pre-calculus topics. Solid un-
derstanding of all of the topics in the “Algebra” 
playlist should make this playlist pretty digest-
ible.

Probability
Basic probability. Should have a reasonable 
grounding in basic algebra before watching.

SAT Preparation
I am going to work through ev-
ery problem in the College Board 
“Official SAT Study Guide.” You 
should take the practice tests on 
your own, grade them and then 
use these videos to understand 
the problems you didn’t get or 
review. Have fun!

Singapore Math
We will (eventually)do all of the lectures in the 
Singapore Math curriculum (which we like). 
You can follow along through the workbooks 
available at singaporemath.com

Statistics
Introduction to statistics. Will eventually cover 
all of the major topics in a first-year statistics 
course (not there yet!)

Trigonometry
Videos on trigonometry. Watch the “Geometry” 
playlist first if you have trouble understanding 
the topics covered here.

Valuation and Investing
Building blocks and case studies on the finan-
cial analysis and valuation of public equities.

Venture Capital and Capital Markets
All of the sources of funding (capital) for a busi-
ness.

ck12.org Algebra 1 Examples
Select problems from ck12.org’s Algebra 1 Flex-
Book (Open Source Textbook). This is a good 
playlist to review if you want to make sure you 
have a good understanding of all of the major 
topics in Algebra I.

Continued from Page 12 - Khan Academy - Alternative Education
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The Schools Are Doing a Wonderful Job!
By Butler Shaffer

Don't let schooling interfere 
with your education.
~ Mark Twain

I sometimes grow weary listen-
ing to people complaining that the 
government schools are doing a 
terrible job. I have many objec-

tions to this horrid system, but I must give it 
credit for accomplishing its actual — but un-
stated — purpose, namely, to dumb-down the 
minds of people so as to make them unquestion-
ing and obedient vassals of the established or-
der. There is nothing so disruptive to the status 
quo as a society of self-directed, independent-
minded people both capable of and insistent on 
informed, analytical thought. It has been the pur-
pose of government schools to assure that such 
conditions do not arise; to continue to produce 
a society of capable workers but who, nonethe-
less, have passive and contented minds.

The contrast between systems of learning that 
focus on helping students become epistemolog-
ically independent and competent, and the gov-
ernment schools, is often difficult to make other 
than by anecdotal examples. When I was in the 
eighth-grade in a government school, we were 
required to study Latin. That revelation, stand-
ing by itself, conveys little to a listener. Only 
occasionally am I able to find some past cur-
ricular evidence with which to compare modern 
school offerings. 

Thanks to the Internet, however, I have redis-
covered an interesting item that helps make my 
point. It is an eighth grade exam that students in 
Salina, Kansas, were required to pass in order 
to advance to high school (i.e., the ninth grade). 
The exam was given in 1895, and consists of 
the following subject areas and questions. 

"Grammar (Time, one hour)

1. Give nine rules for the use of Capital Letters.

2. Name the Parts of Speech and define those 
that have no modifications.

3. Define Verse, Stanza and Paragraph.

4. What are the Principal Parts of a verb? Give 
Principal Parts of do, lie, lay and run.

5. Define Case, Illustrate each Case.

6. What is Punctuation? Give rules for principal 
marks of Punctuation.

7—10. Write a composition of about 150 words 
and show therein that you understand the practi-
cal use of the rules of grammar.
______________________________________

Arithmetic (Time, 1.25 hours)

1. Name and define the Fundamental Rules of 
Arithmetic.

2. A wagon box is 2 ft. deep, 10 feet long, and 
3 ft. wide. How many bushels of wheat will it 
hold?

3. If a load of wheat weighs 3942 lbs., what is it 
worth at 50cts. per bu, deducting 1050 lbs. for 
tare?

4. District No. 33 has a valuation of $35,000. 
What is the necessary levy to carry on a school 
seven months at $50 per month, and have $104 
for incidentals?

5. Find cost of 6720 lbs. coal at $6.00 per ton.

6. Find the interest of $512.60 for 8 months and 
18 days at 7 percent.

7. What is the cost of 40 boards 12 inches wide 
and 16 ft. long at $.20 per inch?

8. Find bank discount on $300 for 90 days (no 
grace) at 10 percent.

9. What is the cost of a square farm at $15 per 
acre, the distance around which is 640 rods?

Continues on Page 15
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10. Write a Bank Check, a Promissory Note, 
and a Receipt.
______________________________________
 
U.S. History (Time, 45 minutes)

1. Give the epochs into which U.S. History is 
divided.

2. Give an account of the discovery of America 
by Columbus.

3. Relate the causes and results of the Revolu-
tionary War.

4. Show the territorial growth of the United 
States.

5. Tell what you can of the history of Kansas.

6. Describe three of the most prominent battles 
of the Rebellion.

7. Who were the following: Morse, Whitney, 
Fulton, Bell, Lincoln, Penn, and Howe?

8. Name events connected with the following 
dates: 1607, 1620, 1800, 1849, and 1865.
______________________________________

Orthography (Time, one hour)

1. What is meant by the following: Alphabet, 
phonetic orthography, etymology, syllabica-
tion?

2. What are elementary sounds? How classified?

3. What are the following, and give examples of 
each: Trigraph, subvocals, diphthong, cognate 
letters, linguals?

4. Give four substitutes for caret "u."

5. Give two rules for spelling words with final 
"e." Name two exceptions under each rule.

6. Give two rules of silent letters in spelling. Il-
lustrate each.

7. Define the following prefixes and use in con-
nection with a word: Bi, dis, mis, pre, semi, post, 
non, inter, mono, super.

8. Mark diacritically and divide into syllables 
the following, and name the sign that indicates 
the sound: Card, ball, mercy, sir, odd, cell, rise, 
blood, fare, last.

9. Use the following correctly in sentences: 
Cite, site, sight, fane, fain, feign, vane, vain, 
vein, raze, raise, rays.

10. Write 10 words frequently mispronounced 
and indicate pronunciation by use of diacritical 
marks and by syllabication.
______________________________________

Geography (Time, one hour)

1. What is climate? Upon what does climate de-
pend?

2. How do you account for the extremes of cli-
mate in Kansas?

3. Of what use are rivers? Of what use is the 
ocean?

4. Describe the mountains of N.A.

5. Name and describe the following: Monrovia, 
Odessa, Denver, Manitoba, Hecla, Yukon, St. 
Helena, Juan Fermandez, Aspinwall and Ori-
noco.

6. Name and locate the principal trade centers 
of the U.S.

7. Name all the republics of Europe and give 
capital of each.

8. Why is the Atlantic Coast colder than the Pa-
cific in the same latitude?

9. Describe the process by which the water of 
the ocean returns to the sources of rivers.

10. Describe the movements of the earth. Give 
inclination of the earth.
______________________________________

1. Where are the saliva, gastric juice, and bile 
secreted? What is the use of each in digestion?

2. How does nutrition reach the circulation?

3. What is the function of the liver? Of the kid-
neys?

4. How would you stop the flow of blood from 
an artery in the case of laceration?

5. Give some general directions that you think 
would be beneficial to preserve the human body 
in a state of health."

If you have any eighth-grade children in gov-
ernment schools, you might consider taking this 
set of questions to your next parent-teacher con-
ference and ask if the students are learning at a 
substantive level that would allow them to pro-
vide intelligent answers. If you feel even more 
courageous, you might ask the teacher whether 
he/she is capable of giving the kinds of respons-
es once expected of thirteen year-olds in Kan-
sas. You will probably be told that the subject 
matter of this earlier test is peculiar to the time 
and place in which it was given; and that nine-
teenth-century teenagers would likely be unable 
to name the first winner on the "American Idol" 
program, or to write a sentence that includes 
the phrase "fer sure, dude", or to locate the site 
(sight? cite?) of Neverland Ranch!

February 13, 2010

Butler Shaffer teaches at the Southwestern Uni-
versity School of Law. He is the author of the 
newly-released In Restraint of Trade: The Busi-
ness Campaign Against Competition, 1918—
1938 and of Calculated Chaos: Institutional 
Threats to Peace and Human Survival. His lat-
est book is Boundaries of Order.

Copyright © 2010 by LewRockwell.com. Per-
mission to reprint in whole or in part is gladly 
granted, provided full credit is given.
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Are You Really For Freedom?
By Marc J. Victor 
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I know you say you 
love freedom.  Virtu-
ally everyone says they 
love and value freedom.  
Even such murderous 
villains as Adolf Hitler 
and Saddam Hussein 
claimed to love or advo-
cate freedom.

 "The German people are not a warlike na-
tion. It is a soldierly one, which means it does 
not want a war, but does not fear it. It loves peace 
but also loves its honor and freedom."  Adolf 
Hitler to Reichstag in Berlin February 1936

 "[Saudi Arabian and Kuwaiti] blood will 
light torches, grow aromatic plants, and water 
the tree of freedom, resistance and victory."  
Saddam Hussein, Iraqi Radio, January 26, 1999 
It is easy to simply claim to support freedom, 
but it is much more difficult to accept the some-
times scary implications of such a claim.  

Did you ever wonder what it really means to say, 
“I’m for freedom?”  It is difficult for me to ex-
press how unimpressed I am by the enthusiasm 
of a person to strongly support the rights of an-
other person to use their freedoms in exactly the 
same way they themselves exercise their own 
freedoms.  For example, alcohol users who sup-
port the rights of others to use alcohol or mari-
juana users who support the rights of others to 
use marijuana does not seem such a principled 
stance to me.  

On the other hand, people who steadfastly and 
enthusiastically support the rights of other 
adults to use their freedoms1 in ways they them-
selves would never personally engage in is truly 
inspiring.  A real freedom attitude is about ac-
cepting the sovereign rights of other adults to 
peacefully use their bodies and their property 
in ways you personally disagree with, morally 
oppose, find degrading, ill advised, harmful or 
completely foolish.2  Indeed, this is the test to 
determine whether a person honestly supports 
the concept of freedom.

The adult users of the horribly destructive and 
often addicting drug called “alcohol” who op-
pose the legalization of marijuana because they 
personally choose not to use marijuana are, in 
freedom terms, identical to the adult users of 
marijuana3 who oppose the legalization of meth-
amphetamine because they personally choose 
not to use methamphetamine.4  

A similar example can be found in the area of 
free speech.  Americans rightly take pride in 
their right to free speech.  So long as the speech 
1 By using their “freedoms” I mean being in control of your own 
body, time, money and other property.  This does not include using 
another’s body, time, money, or property without their consent.  Free-
dom includes the notion that all voluntary conduct between consenting 
adults, whether others approve or not, is absolutely legal. 

2 Don’t be confused by the concept that a person could morally 
oppose an activity yet strongly support its legality.  A moral question 
and a legal question should be two entirely different questions.  Some 
of my friends morally oppose prostitution while supporting its legaliza-
tion.  There is no contradiction.  Questions about “right” and “wrong” 
are also different questions than questions about what should be “legal.”
3 Or any other substance.
4 Yes, I know and agree with you about the awful consequences 
of methamphetamine use.  Yes, I know it will rot the teeth out of your 
mouth and destroy your skin and possibly your life if you use it.  I 
would strongly discourage anyone from ever trying or using it. 

is “acceptable” there is no controversy.  How-
ever, when unpopular groups like the Ku Klux 
Klan or the Neo-Nazis want to peacefully march, 
many self proclaimed free speech supporters 
seek to use the law to ban them.5 6 

These are the scary implications one must ac-
cept and embrace to truly be a person who ad-
vocates freedom.  To hold otherwise suggests 
your freedoms actually extend no further than 
some other person’s personal preference regard-
ing their own freedom.  This concept is what I 
refer to as, “The dark side of freedom.” 

I suspect when most people pride themselves 
about loving freedom, they have in mind wimpy 
concepts like the rights of others to decide for 
themselves where to go on vacation or what 
model of automobile to buy.  This wimpy con-
cept of freedom doesn’t generate much con-
troversy because most people personally agree 
with whatever decision another person makes in 
these areas.    

Simply acknowledging that other adults have 
a right to run their own lives as they choose 
doesn’t mean we are obligated to agree with or 
support whatever they say or do.  If we choose, 
we may seek to peacefully persuade them to 
act as we believe they should act.  Further, ac-
knowledging the rights of others does not mean 
we are sending a message of approval regarding 
their choices.  Indeed, we are free to peacefully 
send messages of disapproval if we choose and 
they are free to ignore our messages entirely if 
they choose.  

In one of my other articles entitled, “Legalize 
Methamphetamine!” I argue that the war on 
drugs should be ended.  I have been asked many 
times to modify the title of my article to some-
thing like, “End the Drug War” or to some oth-
er boring but inoffensive title.7  In fairness, the 
title is somewhat incomplete.  I am consider-
ing changing it to, “Legalize Methamphetamine 
and Crack Cocaine!” or to, “Legalize Metham-
phetamine and All Other Horribly Addictive 
Drugs!”  My point here is to emphasize that ad-
vocating for freedom is sometimes not as easy 
and popular as it first may appear to the casual 
self proclaimed freedom supporter.  However, it 
is necessary if we are to have freedom.  

In the end, wimpy freedom advocates are not 
freedom advocates at all.  If we are to again be 
the land of the free, we desperately need people 
to strongly advocate for freedom; in all its beau-
ty and in all its ugliness.  

Marc J. Victor is a practicing criminal defense 
attorney located in Chandler, Arizona.  He can 
be reached via his website at www.Attorney-
ForFreedom.com

5 I agree with nothing said by either group, but I absolutely sup-
port their right to peacefully say whatever they want.  It is important 
to note that nobody is required to listen to them.  People have a right 
to peacefully protest against them and even to ridicule them for their 
deranged views. 
6 When a Christian pastor in Florida recently threatened to pub-
licly burn a Koran, Fox News presented legal “scholars” who generated 
creative ideas to use the law in an attempt to stop this constitutionally 
protected expression.  The pastor ultimately backed down.
7 I have even been asked to delete the exclamation point in favor 
of a question mark.  I like the exclamation point. 
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Education Is Not A System
By Barry Hess

ONE of the great-
est mispercep-
tions in our mod-
ern, dependant 
society is that 
“education” has 
something to do 
with how much 
money the gov-
ernment spends 
on it, or how 
much time a stu-

dent is forced to spend inside a classroom with 
a teacher who is ‘certified’ by a union organiza-
tion and not judged by the quality of the educa-
tion provided their students.

The results of implementing this mispercep-
tion speak for themselves: dismal and danger-
ous failure that increasingly jeopardizes the fu-
ture of our once-free nation.  Only an educated 
populace can enjoy the sweet taste of the fruits 
of the liberty tree by defending its inherent re-
sponsibility to protect its own freedom.  Only an 
educated society is able to resist the temptation 
to succumb to the promise of gaining something 
of extraordinary personal value from a bureau-
cracy.

Education is not a system, it’s a process, and it 
does not apply to groups of any kind—it is the 
accumulation of information and skills by an in-
dividual.

A truly educated person is aware of their re-
sources and environment and is able to ratio-
nally predict the outcome of any of their actions 
with a fair amount of certainty.

Arizona is one of a handful of individual States 
whose Founders decided to make the State re-
sponsible for ‘educating’ its populace as a form 
of public ‘welfare’.  Regardless of their inten-
tions, these States put in place a system that 
would inevitably result in the “dumbing down” 
of its students to the point where functional lit-
eracy would become the exception, rather than 
the norm.  

Why is that?

Had the Founders of these states themselves 
been educated, they would have foreseen that 
what they put in place could never produce an 
acceptable result, at least not if their true intent 
was to enhance the productivity and prosperity 
of the common man. Any rational, clear-headed 
individual could have predicted the results of 
any attempt to create centralized, non-competi-
tive education system.

It could not possibly work because institution-
alized systems necessarily dismiss human na-
ture and individual valuations on learning, but 
mostly because they lack any specific objective 
result. 

Of all the silly attempts to ‘design’ the future 
of a population, clearly the most destructive is 
requiring the State “…to provide free, or nearly 
free public instruction”.  It’s a recipe for disas-
ter, the consequences of which are exactly the 
opposite of intentions.

As an example, prior to Lyndon Baines John-
son’s 1964 “War on Illiteracy” and its nation-
alizing effect on the welfare school system, 
Americans enjoyed, by most serious scholars 
estimations, functional literacy of nearly 94% 
of the general population. The highest any na-

tion in world history had ever achieved.  2nd 
place (Switzerland), was far enough behind that 
it really needn’t be mentioned.  Today, Libya is 
the highest at 85%.

It needs to be noted that even as far back as the 
late 1800s when the Frenchman, Alexis DeToc-
queville, surveyed education in America that 
literacy had already been established as the cur-
rency of prosperity.  At that time it was noted 
that it was not unusual to see a young man of 
fourteen “with a plow in one hand, and James 
Fenimore Cooper in the other”.  Cooper was 
not easy reading, and remains the equivalent of 
an ‘American Shakespeare’ in complexity and 
depth.

Limited wardrobe and materialistic alternatives 
that could be carried on horseback left only the 
product of one’s mind, as expressed through 
their mouths and mannerisms, as the measure 
of one’s social worth.  Education was the most 
sought-after commodity of the time.

This foundation, a societal appreciation for 
personal education, along with an unfettered 
marketplace produced a national prosperity un-
equaled on Earth. 

Only an educated person can test the limits of 
inventive creativity or brave the hazards and 
risks of enterprise to realize the full potential of 
reward for their effort. 

LBJ claimed his intention was to eviscerate the 
remaining illiteracy, but the disastrous effects 
of his “War on Illiteracy” only served to com-
pound the scourge by a factor of 10.  Regardless 
of his intent, the focus of government education 
became the ‘system’ itself.  ‘Education’ came 
to mean all the people who profited, either by 
contracts or position, and the focus shifted from 
teaching children to read and critically reason 
logically (so as to instill a curiosity in the stu-
dent to find out ‘more’ on their own), to preserv-
ing the educational process.  The victims of this 
indoctrination became nothing more than pawns 
in an overt effort to preserve the paychecks of 
the profiteers—it became a political ‘issue’, and 
brought with it a political voting bloc.

Education became an attractive political foot-
ball with the educational unions seeking to in-
fluence any politician who would ‘give them 
more’.  It became a game of paychecks versus 
performance.  

Ever since the federal government got it’s 
smarmy nose under the tent using the threat of 
withholding federal highway funds as a bargain-
ing chip, every State has suffered great losses in 
trying to prepare the next generation for what 
they would face in every day life.

Compounding the negative effects on the young 
were the “Politics of Pain” that encourage the 
system to deliver less and less in terms of re-
sults—just so politicians could argue for more 
taxes and more money to appease the education 
voting bloc.  Education has become an industry 
based on seller profits instead of the usefulness 
of their content.  

The students may be young and inexperienced, 
but they’re not stupid.  They ‘get it’, and to a 
major degree, they’ve simply given up.  Now 
it’s all about the piece of paper they’re given for 
putting their collective asses in a seat for 180 
days a year, not actual learning or developing 
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life skills to help them succeed.

Students today recognize that no matter how 
hard they work they’ll get the same diploma or 
degree as the slacker who barely squeaks by.  
This lack if incentive is compounded by even 
the once-vaunted Ivy League schools who have 
largely given up on remedial studies (almost all 
of their students need it to bring them up-to-
speed) in favor of simply lowering their stan-
dards to the point where in some cases 80% of 
a graduating class will get a piece of paper sug-
gesting they graduated “with honors”, ostensi-
bly to create a better impression for prospective 
employers and to entice parents to pay the tu-
ition.

Actual education has given way to ‘certification’ 
for the sake of appearance, but the marketplace 
quickly dispels any notion of competence based 
on certification.

The difference is clear.  It’s a simple matter of 
perspective.  When education focused on the 
end result, the student’s abilities, government 
schools were places they “got” to go to become 
more valuable to the marketplace—education 
was sought after and individual school pride led 
to statements like, “My school is better than your 
school”.  Now students relate that government 
schools are places they have to go, and can only 
offer, “My school is the same as your school”.  
They really don’t know why they are there.  

Perspective changes everything.

Back in the days of ‘real’ education, there was 
an encouragement to become ‘employers’ who 
could open opportunities to work for others.  
Today the educational establishment is geared 
to producing nothing more than ‘employees’ 
who’s only worth is in filling menial jobs.

Today, illiteracy has risen to an all-time high in 
American history and the very definition of lit-
eracy has been purposely changed from mean-
ing ‘the ability to read and reason clearly’ to ‘the 
ability to complete an employment application 
without error’.

The incentives, the hope, the optimism and the 
excitement of setting the world on fire with cre-
ativity and inventiveness are lost to depression 
and hopelessness.  The young folks recognize 
that there are few, if any incentives to push them 
to strive for excellence in their studies so they’ve 
resorted to doing whatever they can to ‘get out 
of’ the system…and dropout rates continue to 
soar. 

As a parent, I could think of no greater form of 
child abuse than to forsake my children’s abil-
ity to meet the challenges they will inevitably 
face by entrusting their education to a clearly 
failed system that offers no hope of instilling 
competence or confidence.  There is no higher 
duty that a parent can have than to oversee the 
education of their offspring.

So, what happened?  How did education in 
America drive off the cliff into oblivion?

The changes were subtle and incremental.  Pa-
rental focus on a clear objective gave way to 
their convenience, and to the voracious appetite 
for money of a bureaucratic system.  Objectives 
were blurred as ‘education’ came to include ev-
ery imaginable form of social indoctrination as 
well as forced intrusions into personal and fam-
ily matters, even going so far as to force atten-
dance and drug use.

Welfare schools always come with strings at-

tached that only serve as excuses to expand the 
system and its personnel.

The surest way to correct systemic ineptitude is 
to simply abandon the system altogether and re-
turn the education of our populace to the People 
themselves.  Unfortunately, the very concept of 
education in American is so far off track, such 
an alternative would likely send complacent 
parents into a panic.

If there is a way to make a return to excellence in 
education, it has to start with a singular, clearly 
defined objective and a resolve to adhere to it.  
Vigilance in working toward that singular pur-
pose would have to be maintained or we will 
shortly find ourselves back in this same state of 
educational disarray.

Before we can design an effective means of 
educating anyone, we first need to understand 
what education actually is.  The word ‘educa-
tion’ is derived from the Latin root ‘educo’, or 
more precisely its active verb ‘educe’ meaning 
“to draw forth from within”.  

Historically, the concept was made famous as 
the Socratic method, and it recognizes that learn-
ing is something that has to come from within 
the mind of the student in answer to deliberately 
contrived questions. 
   
It doesn’t take a lot of thought to realize how 
supposed educational ‘experts’ have perverted 
the concept with their insistence on trying to 
cram knowledge into the heads of their students 
on the supposition that all students possess emp-
ty minds.  

The ‘experts’ have failed us as a society and 
their students in a profound way, which begs the 
question—‘who’ certified them as ‘experts’?  
The marketplace of ideas is the only expert 
there could be, regardless of how many degrees 
a person may hold.  Only the quality of students 
they produce can be a measure of how well an 
educator performs.  The students already have 
the answers, they only need a competent teacher 
to ask the right questions.

That’s not something education system promot-
ers want you to know.  So, they lie to you—
that’s politics.  This is why they make excuses 
and suggest that those who think for themselves 
are “special needs” students often forcing them 
to take drugs that leave them in a permanent 
stupor. You need only look at the facts to dis-
cern the truth every student is a ‘special needs’ 
student.  Each is different and each will learn 
at a different rate.  Whether the differences are 
environmental, or genetic makes no difference-
-every individual will learn to think at their own 
pace. 

A true educator is one who recognizes that the 
limits of their contribution to their student’s ac-
tual learning is their ability to ask the right ques-
tions that will provoke the student to come to 
the right conclusions.  This is the basis of a real 
education and the job of an educator is to hone 
the student’s skills in both rational and critical 
thinking—nothing more.
  
One of the detrimental notions to rise from any 
attempt to quantify mass education is that of 
‘graduation’.  At best, this ridiculous ritual sig-
nifies only that a student has endured the class-
room for a given period of time.  It can’t possibly 
indicate any other accomplishment considering 
that the “A” student walks away with the same 
diploma or certificate as the “D” student, rob-
bing the “A” student of their distinction and en-
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couraging the thought that learning comes to an 
acceptable end point.  In an educated society it 
is clearly understood that education is a never-
ending process.

Any attempt to systematize learning must begin 
with a single objective: To produce competent 
young men and women who are each capable 
of making their own way in life—without ever 
becoming a burden on others.  If such a sys-
tem could be implemented, this would have to 
be it’s singular task.  Unfortunately, the influ-
ence of politics and sloth would inevitably alter 
the objective and soon it would again devolve 
into the destructive over-reaching bureaucratic 
leviathan we have today.

Learning has to start at home.  Parents have to 
set the example and demonstrate that they hold 
education above the convenience of government 
babysitting and actually take an active interest 
in the mental welfare of their own children.  

In our Orwellian world home schooled children 
are vilified by the welfare educators because 
they get personal attention—from their parents.  
It just doesn’t make sense considering the de-
monstrably superior skills they develop.  While 
home-schooled children currently make up only 
a couple of percent of all students, they domi-
nate virtually all academic and scholastic com-
petitions based on the government school’s own 
tests.

One would think that instead of decrying home-
schooled children’s advantage of having parents 
that actually care enough to overcome the in-
conveniences we are all faced with, that at the 
very least the education associations would try 
to duplicate the methodology.  Instead, organi-
zations like the NEA constantly seek to elimi-
nate their perceived competition and implement 
counter productive methodologies based solely 
on the expansion of their budgets.

These conclusions aren’t unknown to the edu-
cation system profiteers.  Perhaps this is why 
almost 1/3 of Arizona’s teachers do not subject 
their own children to the government’s welfare 
education system.  They’ll take your money, but 
they’ll spend theirs elsewhere.  They care…for 
children—just not yours.

Continuing to pretend that somehow, young 
people are going to benefit by being forced into 
classrooms filled with other children whose par-
ents simply won’t tend to their responsibilities, 
while facilitating the spread of disease is a joke 
on the children themselves that now commands 
half of most State budgets--just to appease a 
voting block.

Our children are the ones who will be running 
the world when we are too old and gray to do 
anything about it.  Any rational parent would 
want their children to be more competent and 
more capable than they could ever be, so they 
can relax in confidence that in their twilight 
years their nation will be in good hands.  Given 
the depth of this current Depression, it’s a wise 
investment for any parent to be good to their 
children and help them develop valuable and 
useful skills because the parents may well come 
to depend on them for their retirement.

After a great deal of study, it becomes obvious 
that the problems in education are not with the 
children; they will live up to…or down to our 
expectations.  Education associations have a 
clear incentive to never ‘fix the problem’, if they 
did, their relevance would fade quickly and the 
never-ending funding increases they demand 
would fall on the ears of a deaf public.

If the goal were to produce competent and ca-
pable students, instead of to indoctrinate them 
into a regressive and oppressive socialist sys-
tem, their selfish scheme would have long since 
been exposed.  Instead, the hidden goal has al-
ways been to try to mold children to believe in 
and accept a flawed ideal that leaves them help-
less and dependent on government largesse.

Politics have destroyed what was once the edu-
cational envy of the civilized world.

A quick perusal of history makes short work 
of the fallacy that formal government training 
enhances any person’s probability of success.  
The pages are filled with successful people who 
were actually far better off by avoiding indoctri-
nation, from Bill Gates (dropped out of Harvard 
to become the wealthiest man in the world at 
one time) to Abraham Lincoln (self-taught) and 
only superficial references to those who bought 
into government education and were promoted 
based on worthless certificates (Bill Clinton), 
and time served.

I don’t mean to imply that there are any easy 
fixes that would restore American education 
to its former glory, but as with most complex 
‘problems’ muddied by the emptiness of poli-
tics, there are simple solutions in the real world.

The first solution to stop the destruction of stu-
dent’s minds is to eliminate governmental in-
terference/involvement from all aspects of edu-
cation.  Only at that point will people realize 
the benefits of learning for the sake of learning 
and will shoulder the responsibility of preparing 
their offspring for the challenges they will face 
in life by teaching them at home or in groups of 
parents organized to share the workload, and it 
is work.

“But we can’t afford to stay home to watch over 
and guide our child’s learning” is the retort of 
those already conditioned to abdicate their pa-
rental responsibilities.  These are people who 
have been conditioned and trained to consider 
themselves helpless without the help of govern-
ment.  The fact that half of our current popula-
tion is already on the public dole is a testament 
to the fact that they really don’t grasp the con-
cept that no government can provide everything 
to everyone without anyone having to pay for it.

This brings us to the second solution, the elimi-
nation of the theft of working American’s labor 
and thus their life-minutes through the wrong-
fully imposed “personal” income tax (“income” 
is actually defined as “Corporate gains and prof-
its severed from capital invested”) and any tax 
on personal real estate and/or property.

This measure alone would infuse every work-
ing family’s home with an immediate 38 to 50% 
increase in net spend-able earnings, and elimi-
nate the costs of one parent’s driving to work 
and eating away from home.  In most cases this 
would amount to more than enough to cover for 
the loss of a 2nd paycheck.  As an added ben-
efit, that same formerly necessary 2nd job could 
go to someone else in these times of economic 
Depression and at the same time ease our col-
lective conscience from trying to legitimize the 
theft of our fellow Citizen’s earnings.  That’s a 
bonus.    

A third solution is to remove the hindrance of 
oppressive regulations on businesses that make 
it impossible for little Johnny to profit from his 
innovative ideas and dreams in the marketplace.

Problem solved.
Continues on Page 20
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Continued from Page 19 - Education Is Not A System
“But, what about those States with a constitu-
tional mandate to provide public instruction?”  
Good question, and you’ll be happy to know 
there’s a simple solution for that as well.

I propose that instead of maintaining ridiculous-
ly overpriced brick and mortar school facilities 
and fattening the wallets of overpaid educators 
and administrators to the tune of $15,000.00 or 
more per student per year, that the State issue a 
laptop computer, at a cost of less than $200.00 
per student, with access limited to educational 
materials and sites on the Internet, and the abil-
ity to converse with educators for one-on-one 
instruction in difficult subjects.

A few of the benefits derived from this idea are:
-No hassle access to information at the conve-
nience of the student, no matter their age, and 
eliminating the Pavlovian dog training of re-
sponding to the ringing of bells and marching to 
someone else’ drum beat.
-No more having to deal with the problems cre-
ated by the anti-social offspring of careless par-
ents.
-No more defenseless targets of homicidal ma-
niacs that we’ve seen all too often.
-Parents can control “who” their precious child 
associates with.
-No more vacation periods interfering with fam-
ily emergencies, trips and travel outings.
-A flexible view of life that allows for reflective 
thought at the individual’s own pace instead of 
being held back or pushed prematurely ahead 
by group consensus.
-The ability for the student to explore areas of 
interest, to them.

This list could go on ad infinitum, but it is clear 
from even these few benefits that each individ-
ual student could develop their skills to their in-
dividual maximum capacities.

We have to recognize that in spite of current 
contention, the Montessori method (allowing 
the student to study those subjects that truly in-
terest them) works.

Incidentally, this idea has already proven itself 
far superior to the slavish and archaic system we 
have now, so much so, that the Kahn Academy 
was approached by government educators to cut 
it back on it’s curriculum because it’s students 
were excelling “too far” beyond their welfare 
school counterparts.

In Arizona, the State itself took note of this idea 
and implemented it’s own ‘K-12’ program on 
the same order.  Now, the political lobbies for 
the welfare education system are seeking to 

cut back it’s negligible funding, ostensibly be-
cause the results are making clear the deficien-
cies of their current model.  It’s a scenario right 
out of the history books going back to the early 
1900s when the strongest union in this country 
(The Carriage and Buggy Whip Manufacturers 
Union), instead of re-training it’s membership to 
keep up with a new disruptive technology, they 
chose instead to use their political clout to try to 
keep the automobile from coming to America…
their foolishness bankrupted virtually every one 
of its members.     

The final component to this proposal would be 
a voluntary competency test that could be ad-
ministered by a trustworthy private provider, or 
the State itself.  Unlike a diploma, or a degree, 
which only serves to prove what a student has 
done (sit in a classroom for x number of days 
and years), a competency test measures what 
the taker can do—a far better and more relevant 
measure for parents, employers and individuals 
themselves.

Such a test will embrace the individual who has 
gained both knowledge and skills outside of 
regimentation, as well as those who have opt-
ed for a more formalized education.  The State 
should never have concerned itself with ‘where’ 
someone got their education and should have 
concentrated on doing whatever it takes to en-
courage a truly educated populace.
 
Of course, re-instilling an appreciation for edu-
cation itself won’t be easy, and it cannot hap-
pen without a demand for excellence.  Wean-
ing a dependent public off of the poisonous 
teat of mediocre expectations, and the lure of 
something for ‘free’ will take commitment and 
resolve on the part of parents.  It will be a dif-
ficult and hard-fought battle against those who 
profit from the way things are, but it’s a chal-
lenge well worth taking up because the rewards 
will be a free and independent People capable 
of conceiving of new innovations and technolo-
gies that will benefit all of society.
 
We just have to decide what we value most; the 
actual education of our young and the prospect 
of a bright and prosperous future, or continuing 
with a costly, counter-productive and destruc-
tive system of forced indoctrination.

To me the choice is a clear one.  We simply can’t 
do any worse than we are right now so there’s 
nothing to lose, and the future to gain.

It’s up to you.  Do you want to save the people, 
or the boat? Make a Comment  •  Email Link 

 Send Letter to Editor  •  Save Link
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Education By Karen S. Johnson 
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MOST Americans real-
ize that something is se-
riously wrong with the 
public school system.  
When I served in the Ari-
zona State Senate and the 
Senate President appoint-
ed me to Chair the Edu-

cation Committee, I nearly cried.  It was not my 
first choice!  I told the Senate President that my 
plea to parents today would be, “Get your chil-
dren out of the public schools and home-school 
if at all possible.  Otherwise, find an excellent 
(there are a few) private or charter school for 
them.” 

Concerned parents who take the time to review 
their children’s textbooks and assignments know 
the extent of the academic and moral devastation 
that afflicts our public schools.  Our tax dollars 
at work!  A planned and definite dumbing down 
and conditioning process has been and still is 
taking place in our public schools.

For instance, “Johnny” has difficulty reading be-
cause the proven phonics method that has been 
used to teach reading for thousands of years has 
been discarded in favor of the disastrous look-
say/whole language method.

Also, the state is attempting to displace the fam-
ily by acquiring even more control over what is 
taught and then consolidating government edu-
cation and labor policies.  An important aspect 
of a well-rounded education is learning about 
God and His laws.  But once the “progressives” 
invaded the education arena and began inculcat-
ing socialism into our children, mention of God 
and religion became taboo. 

Many so-called education “experts” openly 
advocate imposing curriculum standards on 
content that parents find offensive, such as the 
exclusion of phonics in reading instruction as 
mentioned previously, clear political  propagan-
da in literature and social studies, “fuzzy” math 

which leaves children with-
out any calculation or arith-
metic skills, and the twisting 
of history to fit a politically 
correct mold.  Further, the 
heavy government mandates 
on school curriculum have 
led to outrageous cheating 
scandals where teachers and 
administrators change test 
papers in order to raise their 
students’ scores so that the teachers and schools 
avoid penalties.

We need more school choice in Arizona and 
throughout the country, allowing parents to 
choose the school and/or the curriculum they 
want for their children.  We need a free market 
in education.  The Federal Department of Edu-
cation needs to be abolished!!!!

Children will never be adequately educated 
under a system run by bureaucrats doling out 
money with the teachers unions (the National 
Education Association and the American Fed-
eration of Teachers) deciding how to spend the 
money in the classroom.  The NEA and the AFT 
have extraordinarily large sums of money (mil-
lions) extracted from their members to lobby for 
policies they want enacted by Congress, state 
legislatures, and school boards.  They also use 
this money to elect their favorite political can-
didates.

It is no secret that the people who control the 
public schools are at war against our nation’s 
history, culture, and achievements.  State boards 
of education need to correct the many textbook 
myths and lies about our national heritage and 
achievements.  We are raising a generation of 
people who are historically illiterate.  Thomas 
Jefferson said:  “If a nation expects to be ig-
norant and free, it expects what never was and 
never will be.”
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The Bomb in the Brain
By Stefan Molyneux

How to Defuse the Vio-
lence of the Future

If you do a search for 
‘childhood dangers’ on 
Google, you will see ar-
ticle after article on the 
dangers of online preda-

tors, whooping cough, the risks of antipsychotic 
drugs, cow’s milk, childhood obesity, cavities, 
tonsillectomies, rampant consumerism, house-
hold cleaners, excessive vaccinations, swim-
ming pools, bathrooms etc etc etc.

The same alarmism blares out from the nightly 
news, parenting programs, commercials, maga-
zines, and “children in danger” movies. We see 
an endless parade of risks to the health and well-
being of children – yet the greatest risks to kids 
are almost never discussed.

Similarly, if you do a search for ‘cancer risks,’ 
you will page through endless articles on smok-
ing, diet, exercise, genes and so on, before com-
ing across one of the most significant factors, 
which increases cancer risk by almost 50%.

There remains a terrible blank spot in our ex-
amination of basic human risks – and the great-
est tragedy is that almost all the other social ills 
arise from this one central danger.

Statistically, scientifically and factually, the 
greatest danger that many people will ever face 
is child abuse from their own parents.

Child abuse triggers fundamental and permanent 
changes in the brain and body, and is a primary 
causal factor in a staggeringly wide variety of 
adult personal, relational, social, professional 
and health-related dysfunctions, including:

· Alcoholism

· Criminality

· Drug abuse

· Promiscuity

· Obesity

· Smoking

· Divorce

· Suicidality

· Depression

· Frequent headaches

· Anxiety

People who have experienced significant child 
abuse have a 48% greater chance of contracting 
cancer, and face a statistical reduction in lifes-
pan of up to 20 years.

We put warning labels on tobacco, alcohol – 
even plastic bags! The grim reality, though, 
is that all too many parents should come with 
warning labels as well.

Adverse Childhood Experiences

The Adverse Childhood Experiences (ACE) 
study is an ongoing collaboration between The 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention and 
Kaiser Permanente’s Health Appraisal Clinic in 

San Diego. Starting in 1995, over 17,000 HMO 
patients provided detailed information about 
childhood abuse, neglect and dysfunction while 
undergoing comprehensive physical exams. The 
data from the ACE study has been used as the 
foundation for more than 50 scientific articles 
and over 100 conference and workshop presen-
tations.

The data shows that Adverse Childhood Experi-
ences (ACEs) are unexpectedly common, have 
profound negative effects on adult health and 
well-being even a half-century later, and are a 
prime determinant of adult health status in the 
United States.

How many times have you ever heard that on 
the nightly news?

What is an ACE?

An ACE is defined as a child experiencing any 
of the following conditions in the household 
prior to age 18:

· Recurrent physical abuse

· Recurrent emotional abuse

· Contact sexual abuse

· An alcohol and/or drug abuser in the house-
hold

· An incarcerated household member

· Someone who is chronically depressed, 
mentally ill, institutionalized, or suicidal

· Mother is treated violently

· One or no parents

· Emotional or physical neglect

(You can take the ACE test here: http://www.
fdrurl.com/ACE.)
This study included only middle-class partici-
pants with excellent health insurance – it did 
not include poor or disorganized citizens, and 
so significantly underreports the health and so-
cial effects of child abuse.

The Prevalence of Abuse

How common is child abuse?

Careful studies of UK childhood sexual assaults 
showed that two thirds of girls and one third of 
boys had been used sexually – figures for the 
United States are comparable.

Physical abuse is even more prevalent – two 
thirds of British mothers said they routinely hit 
their infants in their first year of life, and in the 
next two years 97% said they hit their children 
“at least once a week… most a good deal more 
often,” using straps, belts, canes and sticks on 
the boys. 

The intersection of experience and genes can be 
particularly catastrophic – a longitudinal study 
of 442 boys born in 1972 found that one out of 
every three boys – those who have a specific 
version of a gene – who was maltreated during 
childhood will be almost certain to exhibit anti-
social or criminal behavior as an adult.

The Effects of Abuse
Continues on Page 24
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Why is child abuse so catastrophic? The long 
term physical effects of child abuse have been 
uncovered over the past few decades, as star-
tling new research has come to light about the 
psychology and neurobiology of violence.

During the first four years of life, 90% of a 
child's brain develops through the experiences 
of that child. In other words, our personalities 
are far more nurture than nature. We develop in 
our environment, and our development is enor-
mously shaped by that environment – and in the 
absence of significant intervention, these envi-
ronmental effects tend to be permanent.

In other words, child abuse changes who we 
are, and tends to program us for a lifetime of 
dysfunction.

Here are some examples.

Child Abuse and Illicit Drug Use

Compared to people with zero ACEs, people 
with five or more ACEs were 7 to 10 times more 
likely to report illicit drug use problems, addic-
tion to illicit drugs, and parental drug use.

Suicide

Adverse childhood experiences in any catego-
ry increased the risk of attempted suicide 2 to 
5 times. Compared to persons with no ACEs, 
those with with 7 or more ACEs were over 31 
times more likely to attempt suicide.

Disease

The number of categories of ACEs shows a 
graded relationship to the presence of adult dis-
eases including:

· Ischemic heart disease

· Cancer

· Chronic lung disease

· Skeletal fractures

· Liver disease

The seven categories of ACEs were strongly 
interrelated; people with multiple categories of 
childhood exposure were likely to have multi-
ple health risk factors later in life.

People who experienced four or more catego-
ries of childhood exposure had 4 to 12 times the 
health risks for alcoholism, drug abuse, depres-
sion, and suicide attempts, as well as a 2-4 fold 
increase in smoking, poor self-rated health, 50 
or more sexual intercourse partners, and sexu-
ally transmitted diseases, as well as a 1.4-1.6 
fold increase in physical inactivity and severe 
obesity.

The intellectual, emotional and health impair-
ments caused by child abuse also strongly affect 
job performance and financial health; the more 

ACEs a person was ex-
posed to, the more they 
tend to be absent from 
work and suffer from 
serious financial and job 
problems.

Teen sexual dysfunc-
tions such as intercourse 
by 15, teen pregnancy 
and teen paternity, are 
also strongly correlated 
to childhood ACEs.

A child can experience the effects of abuse with-
out being directly abused – witnessing adult in-
timate partner violence (IPV) produces similar 
effects to direct child abuse. The more a child 
witnesses IPV, the greater the chance of report-
ed alcoholism, illicit drug use, IV drug use and 
depression.

Tragically, the cycle of abuse tends to repeat – 
women who were exposed to physical abuse, 
sexual abuse and IPV in childhood were 3.5 
times more likely to report IPV victimization as 
adults.

Abuse in childhood is also strongly associated 
with adult obesity. Physical abuse and verbal 
abuse were most strongly associated with body 
weight and density, and obesity risks increase 
with the number and severity of each type of 
abuse.

Child abuse and neglect is overwhelmingly pa-
rental – 78.5% is committed by parents, with a 
scattering of much smaller numbers among pro-
fessionals, other relatives, or unmarried partners 
of the parent.

Hope, Change and Empathy

Child abuse can justly be called the greatest 
of all tragedies, since it is so often the cause 
of countless other tragedies. Victims of child 
abuse form a grim and writhing underbelly of 
society, constantly struggling with chaotic emo-
tions, destructive impulses and addictions, in-
comprehensible mood swings, self-hatred and a 
sense of generalized incompetence. By ignoring 
the physiological realities that result from their 
early victimization, and still pretending that we 
all start more or less at the same place, we place 
a further burden on those already weighed down 
by the abuses of their histories.

The brain does have the ability to reshape and 
reform itself, and there is good evidence that 
talk therapy can be very helpful in ameliorat-
ing some of the effects of child abuse. It is not 
the case that we must be forever burdened with 
what we were born into, but it does take signifi-
cant work to overcome these disabilities – and 
most importantly, it takes a general understand-
ing, sensitivity and empathy from society as a 
whole, particularly from those lucky enough to 
have been born into good families.

Continued from Page 23 - The Bomb in the Brain
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True Liberty True Freedom 
No More Slave #'s for the children

By Alma Sommer
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EVERYTHING in the world is connected to 
your social security # (slave #), including open-
ing a bank account, signing up for school, buy-
ing a house or owning land, and of course get-
ting a job. As soon as you get a job, you are 
required to fill out information connected to you 
slave number which allows the government to 
take money out of your account before you see 
a cent. When you do not have first access to your 
earnings, your earnings are owned by someone 
else. Your slave #  follows you throughout your 
entire life. It connects all your financial deal-
ings. It is connected to the car you drive around 
town being videotaped everywhere you go. 

If you live in the city, you pay taxes for your 
property. Most people will live their entire lives 
without truly being free. 

There are two things we must do to become a 
free society. We must learn how to patent our 
land, and we must stop enslaving our children. 

It is time we end slavery once and for all. There 
is no reason a child needs to be tracked their 
entire lives. There is no reason a child should 
need a number to get a job, to drive a car. This is 
a tracking system. Are we all just objects to be 
tracked? Are we all to continue handing down 
the debts of our ancestors?

When I woke up I found it so silly that I have 

been born into trillions of dollars of debt, a 
number I can't even wrap my own head around. 
It is so important to me to become self sustain-
able and use a real currency. Most important of 
all, I would like to hand down free society to 
the future generations.  At porcfest I met lots of 
wonderful people. If you ever get a chance to 
go I highly suggest it. While there, I was able 
to hang a sign in the media room where every 
radio show was hosted. The sign simply stated:

No more Slave #'s for the children!

-Alma Sommer

--Down here it's our time. It's our time down 
here. - Mikey (The Goonies 1985)

Alma at Porcfest 2011
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Police and Terrorism: One and the Same
By Bill Buppert

“I said to (Haynes) that 
if we come up short 
and there are some ac-
quittals in our cases, it 
will at least validate the 
process.”

“At which point, his 
eyes got wide and he 
said, ‘wait a minute, we 
can’t have acquittals. If 

we’ve been holding these guys for so long, how 
can we explain letting them get off? . . . we’ve 
got to have convictions.’”

-Morris Davis to 
William J. Haynes 
II (Former General 
Counsel for Depart-
ment of Defense) on 
Guantanamo trials of 
detainees during the 
War on Terror.

The current War on Terror inaugurated in 2001 
by Bush II ushered in an era when the US 
government made torture its official policy as 
I wrote here.  It also started a broad fusillade 
against every basic liberty of every human liv-
ing within the borders of the American tax juris-
diction.  While ostensibly a full scale assault on 
“terrorists”, it has provided an object lesson in 
how one becomes what one hunts.

I will state my desire up front:  I don’t want the 
police to be reformed, watched, video-record-
ed, monitored, disarmed, watch-dogged, con-
trolled, quality checked, investigated, punished, 
prosecuted or anything else.  I simply want them 
gone.  I want their current employment  to cease 
and desist.  From the FLEAs (Federal Law En-
forcement Agents) all the way to the local con-
stabulary, all must be permanently furloughed 
and asked to find more productive work like 
mowing lawns, bagging groceries or playing 
video-games.  It could be somewhat cathartic to 
have apology tours across the nation by every 
cop employed or retired through the communi-
ties they “served”.  We could provide them with 
a by-name list of anyone they have harassed, 
fined, kidnapped, caged or maimed to map out 
their respective apology tours.  Those murdered 
by departments could have their graves identi-
fied for the appropriate visit by the acknowl-
edged killer (who most likely served nothing 
more than a paid administrative “leave”) in the 
thin “black and blue” line.

I have made a comprehensive case for the re-
duction and elimination of police forces already 
and will not make the case here.

All department buildings, vehicles, uniforms 
and the miscellany of appropriated goods can 
be sold at auction to include all asset forfeiture 
and seizure “property”.  The proceeds would be 
disbursed to all the arrested and caged victims 
of consensual and non-violent crime enforce-
ment.

A free society would not require the tattooing 
or branding of these former officers to readily 
identify them as a threat to polite society but a 
shunning campaign could be instituted for the 
more egregious bullies in their ranks.

Before the 20th century, cops were few and far 
between in these united States, yet today most 
of the populace mewl in fear when one proposes 
the cops simply go away…forever.

What are they afraid of?  The police have no 
duty to protect individuals from harm in society.
“the Supreme Court of the United States has 
ruled numerous times since 1856 that law en-
forcement officers have no duty to protect any in-
dividual, despite the motto “protect and serve”. 
their duty is to enforce the law in general. the 
first such case was in 1856 (South v. Maryland) 
and the most recent in 2005 (town of Castle 
Rock v. Gonzales).[69]”

Their charter is clear and always has been:  they 
enforce the laws of our rulers no matter how un-
just, silly, murderous or just plain stupid.

They constantly and insipidly insist that they are 
simply doing their jobs, much like the Nazi de-
fendants at Nuremberg.  Their behavior is much 
more like an occupation force than a community 
peace officer operation.  From the Drug War to 
the Raw Food raids, they are the enablers of all 
the bad laws people constantly and incessantly 
bellyache about yet the government-media com-
plex has done an extraordinary job of hanging 
bunting and patriotic gore on the image of the 
armed tax-eater as a hero and pillar of the com-
munity; such a worthy protector that his safety 
will always trump that of a mundane citizen.

If the object of policing is creating a safe and 
stable community for people to work and play 
in, then that is certainly not the effect.  Cops are 
historians when it comes to real crimes, espe-
cially those perpetrated against individuals, for 
they respond to crimes in progress or well after 
the fact and rarely seem to resolve violent situ-
ations without leaving a trail of blood and tears 
behind them.

I would love to find the documented evidence 
of how many innocents are run down or petty 
criminals shot by cops annually.  As a matter of 
fact, when the bagpipes are playing at a funeral 
for a cop, there is a greater than fifty percent 
chance they died in a traffic accident and the 
numbers are minuscule per capita (56 died by 
gunfire in 2010 and no percentage identified of 
how many were the result of fratricide):  nearly 
one million sworn “officers” and on average ap-
proximately 125 die every year in the line of 
duty.  Nearly three times that number perish an-
nually by their own hand.  There are 17,000 po-
lice departments in these united States and zero 
reliable data available on the number of people 
maimed and killed by the police but simply from 
the news and anecdotal reports, the numbers are 
certainly higher than cop fatalities.

I am going to make a banal but obvious correla-
tion between police forces and terrorism.  They 
are one and the same.  I have a natural Rothbard-
ian revulsion toward any initiated violence and 
find that in the lion’s share of police confron-
tations in America, the police inevitably draw 
first blood and participate, under color of law 
and authority, in the most sadistic and vicious 
behavior humans can outside of the CIA “Black 
Sites” although the behavior inside police sta-
tions may rival that.  Caleb Carr has stated in his 

This is what the police do (to Kelly Thomas RIP). “If you want a 
vision of the future, imagine a boot stamping on a human face - 
forever.” George Orwell

Continues on Page 27
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brilliant tome, the Lessons of terror, that ter-
rorism is simply “politically motivated violence 
against non-combatants and innocents”.

What political component?  By their own ad-
mission, police officers are law enforcers and 
the political process  is how laws are divined; 
so, cops are by their very nature the Praetorian 
Guard for the ruling class at all levels.  How 
many times has one heard the tired old saw 
by police that they are simply “upholding the 
law”?  One can dither about the employment 
of the term unlawful but in America that has as 
much definitional weight as unconstitutional.  If 
you suppose this is making too fine a point then 
why would America turn its back so abruptly 
on the Hague and Geneva Conventions and the 
Convention Against Torture to quite literally 
bureaucratize and institutionalize torture and 
cruelty in the global military campaign  to erad-
icate a tactic e.g., terrorism?  Can one adduce 
that the American police culture increasingly 
mimics the military in dress and behavior?  Can 
you think of a more natural seedbed for cruelty 
and torture than the video evidence that piles up 
day after day of police abuse of the citizenry?  
These are not isolated incidents.  The modern 
police demand instant obedience or they will 
beat, electrocute or shoot you for the mere act 
of resistance or defiance.  Let that sink in:  the 
government sanctions the initiated savaging of 
innocent civilians (presumption of innocence) 
who don’t grovel and scrape and obsequiously 
comply with the orders of the armed agents of 
big government.  America, indeed.

Let’s use the government’s own definitions to 
make the case for a healthy petard hoisting.  
One finds that the straightforward and simple 
US National Counterterrorism Center definition 
dovetails nicely with Carr.

US National Counterterrorism Center

The US National Counterterrorism Center 
(NCTC) described a terrorist act as: “…pre-
meditated; perpetrated by a sub national or 
clandestine agent; politically motivated, po-
tentially including religious, philosophical, 
or culturally symbolic motivations; violent; 
and perpetrated against a noncombatant tar-
get.” [57]

Other agencies propose the following varia-
tions:

United States Code (U.S.C.)

Title 22, Chapter 38 of the United States Code 
(regarding the Department of State) contains a 
definition of terrorism in its requirement that 
annual country reports on terrorism be submit-
ted by the Secretary of State to Congress every 
year. It reads:

“Definitions … the term ‘terrorism’ means 
premeditated, politically motivated violence 
perpetrated against noncombatant tar-

gets by sub national groups or clandestine 
agents;”[53]

US Code of Federal Regulations

The US Code of Federal Regulations defines 
terrorism as “…the unlawful use of force and 
violence against persons or property to in-
timidate or coerce a government, the civilian 
population, or any segment thereof, in fur-
therance of political or social objectives” (28 
C.F.R. Section 0.85).

US national security strategy

In September 2002 the US national security 
strategy defined terrorism as “premeditated, 
politically motivated violence against inno-
cents”.[55] This definition did not exclude 
actions by the United States government 
and it was qualified some months later with 
“premeditated, politically motivated violence 
against noncombatant targets by sub nation-
al groups or clandestine agents”.[56]

United States Department of Defense

The United States Department of Defense re-
cently changed its definition of terrorism. Per 
Joint Pub 3-07.2, Antiterrorism, (24 November 
2010) the Department of Defense defines it as 
“the unlawful use of violence or threat of vio-
lence to instill fear and coerce governments 
or societies. Terrorism is often motivated by 
religious, political, or other ideological be-
liefs and committed in the pursuit of goals 
that are usually political.”

The new definition distinguishes between mo-
tivations for terrorism (religion, ideology, etc.) 
and goals of terrorism (“usually political”). This 
is in contrast to the previous definition which 
stated that the goals could be religious in nature.  
The sly use of the term lawful and unlawful al-
lows the DoD to give soldiers a “get out of jail 
free” card for what appears to be terroristic be-
havior; a standard that has been suborned into 
the corpus of the American constabulary.

USA PATRIOT Act

The USA PATRIOT Act defines terrorism activi-
ties as “activities that (A) involve acts danger-
ous to human life that are a violation of the 
criminal laws of the U.S. or of any state, that 
(B) appear to be intended (i) to intimidate or 
coerce a civilian population, (ii) to influence 
the policy of a government by intimidation 
or coercion, or (iii) to affect the conduct of a 
government by mass destruction, assassina-
tion, or kidnapping, and (C) occur primarily 
within the territorial jurisdiction of the U.S.”

Quite simply, no War on Terror is complete 
without a total dismantling and salting of the 
earth of all government sponsored police orga-
nizations and their concomitant support appa-
ratus.  One could make a robust case that our 

Continued from Page 26 - Police and Terrorism: One and the Same

Continues on Page 28

http://www.amazon.com/Lessons-Terror-History-Warfare-Civilians/dp/0375508430/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1312929483&sr=8-1
http://www2.ohchr.org/english/law/cat.htm
http://www2.ohchr.org/english/law/cat.htm
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1ljYNgLnpxM
https://secure.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/wiki/National_Counterterrorism_Center
https://secure.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/wiki/Definitions_of_terrorism#cite_note-56
https://secure.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/wiki/Definitions_of_terrorism#cite_note-52
https://secure.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/wiki/Code_of_Federal_Regulations
https://secure.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/wiki/Definitions_of_terrorism#cite_note-55
https://secure.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/wiki/United_States_Department_of_Defense
https://secure.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/wiki/USA_PATRIOT_Act


28

28

various “police actions” around the world and 
especially in the Middle East prompted the at-
tack on America in the first place.  One can make 
an even more convincing case that none of our 
freedoms would be extinct or disappearing ab-
sent the presence of police.

The War on Terror truly begins at home.  The 
terror mindset emulates the TSA’s mantra of 
“Dominate. Intimidate. Control” which satu-
rates police training across the fruited plain and 
is the sine qua non of cop behavior in the most 
benign encounters.  This nicely complements 
the illogical and cowardly “officer safety” man-
tra that literally gives them a license to initiate 
violence and get away with it. Until Americans 
finally realize that police are not their friends 
but their masters, no freedom is possible.  They 
are not there to protect the citizenry; they are 
the armed bulwark for big and small govern-
ment, the tip of the spear thrust into every no-
tion of decency, liberty and freedom. Most like-
ly, few of the crimes policed are malum in se 
such as crimes against property or person and 
most are crimes the government created out of 
whole cloth such as drug use, DUI, prostitution 
and the myriad  federal regulations that ensnare 
unwitting citizens.  Essentially, crimes with no 
victims except the unfortunates fined and caged 
by the police.

We have all seen and read the horrific accounts 
of the police savaging and mauling of women 
and children.  This is not only what they are ca-
pable of, this is what they do.  Every day.

The police are just as legitimate as the rulers and 
masters who walk their leashes.  The odd politi-
cal tensions between alleged Left and Right dif-
ferences mean that, quite literally, you agree to 
the rightness and moral superiority of every law.  
Good luck with that.

Continued from Page 27 - Police and Terrorism: One and the Same
The next time you watch one of the legions of 
police brutality videos on the internet, ask your-
self: who really hates you for your freedoms 
(what few are left)?

-  On June 8, 1978, Solzhenitzyn, who won the 
Nobel Peace Prize for Literature in 1970 for his 
book “the Gulag Archipelago,” was addressing 
an audience at Harvard University:

“And how we burned in the camps later, think-
ing: what would things have been like if every 
Security operative, when he went out at night to 
make an arrest, had been uncertain whether he 
would return alive and had to say good-bye to 
his family? or if, during periods of mass arrests, 
as for example in Leningrad, when they arrested 
a quarter of the entire city, people had not sim-
ply sat there in their lairs, paling with terror at 
every bang of the downstairs door and at every 
step on the staircase, but had understood they 
had nothing left to lose and had boldly set up in 
the downstairs hall an ambush of half a dozen 
people with axes, hammers, pokers, or whatever 
else was at hand? . . .”

Malo periculosam libertatem quam quietum 
servitium
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Quartzsite Is Burning…
By Barry Hess
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PASSIONS and 
Commitment burned 
as hot and deep as 
the Arizona Sun in 
Quartzsite, Arizona 
on August 27th, 2011.  
And in many ways it 
was an historic occa-
sion. 

The Summer Sun brought the surface tempera-
ture to all of 117° (F).  Combined with rising 
humidity from the approaching storm it was 
more than any human would willingly endure, 
but here they came, from every corner of Ari-
zona and states as far as Montana and Alaska.  
Ultimately, I’m told the owner of the nearly-de-
serted RV park collected over 1,100 signatures 
on his sign in sheet.  I didn’t even know there 
was a sign in sheet, so I’m not on it.  There are 
probably more who didn’t know there was one 
as well.

It was a testament to the convictions of the at-
tendees that as some braved the heat to the lim-
its of human endurance before retiring to their 
air-conditioned motel rooms in hopes of lower-
ing their core temperatures, others kept a steady 
stream flowing in.

From my view on the shaded stage area I would 
guess were 2-300 in attendance at any one time.

Just before the planned events, and speakers 
took to the stage, it seemed like the ‘Ol Guy 
upstairs showed us some mercy by bringing in 
some clouds to turn down the broiler effect—
and it was greatly appreciated.

Earlier events included a well-attended demon-
stration on the steps of Town Hall that featured a 
short list of speakers and then a 2 ½ mile march 
to the RV Park.  

Interesting to note is that not even one of the 5 
remaining town police officers dared to be seen.  
A mysterious black SUV complete with limo-
tint windows all the way around seemed to lin-
ger on the edge of the crowd, but no one ever 
got in or out.  Very mysterious indeed.

All of these people came to one of the most in-
sufferable environments in the world to dem-
onstrate their support for the 10 officers and 
administrators who had refused to be complicit 
in what they knew to be unethical and criminal 
acts by their Chief of Police.

The “Q-10” broke their silence in a letter of no 
confidence in their Chief about hundreds of ex-
amples of the Chief’s misuse of databases re-
served for criminal investigations being used to 
squelch dissent, drive people out-of-town and 
undermine political opposition.

What did the Chief do in response?  He tried to 
fire them (currently on suspension pending liti-
gation).

At the same time, the Mayor, (Ed Foster) who 
had won election based on his determination to 
root out the corruption, theft and assorted evil 
deeds of the Town Council found himself ham-
pered in his efforts by that very same body act-
ing in cahoots with the errant Chief.

What did the Town Council do?  They voted 
away pretty much all the authority of the Mayor, 
just days before he took office, and ever since 
have undermined his every effort to find out who 
owns the lands confiscated by the Council under 
the guise of ‘eminent domain’, why town taxing 
and zoning authorities are being used to destroy 
people opposing Council desires, and where all 
the money’s going from paychecks made out to 
fictitious ‘employees’.

Secret (illegal) Town Council meetings, Police 
intimidation, fraud, corruption….it’s all right 
here in Quartzsite, Arizona, even to the point of 
a private Citizen (Jennifer Jones), who was rec-
ognized to speak by the Mayor himself at the 
public comment part of a Town meeting, being 
dragged off by the Police Chief himself and two 
other officers, in total disregard of any notion or 
regard for free speech or individual rights.

Who’d a thunk that a simple video posted to 
www.FreedomsPhoenix.com and Facebook® 
could reach so many?  That’s what started the 
rest of the nation watching this tiny town in the 
middle of nowhere, and what brought a myriad 
of groups from all over the country in a show 
of support for both the “Q-10”, and the may-
or himself.  Did I mention the members of the 
Town Council had also set about orchestrating 
a recall election to remove the upstart Mayor?  
That happened, too—complete with the insur-
ance that the vote totals would be, uh, ‘tallied’ 
to come out the way they wanted.

The rabbit holes just kept getting bigger and 
deeper the more you looked. We just heard that 
the videographer of the Jennifer Jones podium 
arrest was arrested last night (Sept. 1st 2011) for 
taking pictures in City Hall… “trespassing”.

There’s also one of the Goon Squad’s Sgts. 
whose wife just happens to be the sitting mu-
nicipal judge.  Conveniently, she presides over 
her hubby’s revenue-enhancing fine and ticket-
ing operations.  No problem there, huh?

Continues on Page 30
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Continued from Page 29 - Quartzsite Is Burning…
You can’t make this stuff up.

Another interesting occurrence was when a pri-
vate Citizen, (Mr. Roth) referred to a Council 
member, Joe Winslow (“Crazy Joe”—you’ll see 
‘why’) as a “turd”.  This intimidating word us-
age, led ‘ol Crazy Joe to seek a restraining order 
against Mr. Roth.  The Court granted the order, 
and stipulated that Mr. Roth be dispossessed of 
his firearms.

That was odd, but no more so than Crazy Joe’s 
(also a firearm owner) reasoning behind seeking 
the restraining order in the first place.  It seems, 
he submitted to the Court, that his military stint 
had left him in a deranged state of mind as a 
symptom of Post Traumatic Stress Disorder—
and he was concerned that he couldn’t control 
himself if he even saw Mr. Roth.  Therefore, 
he reasoned, it was imperative that the Court 
should disarm his potential victim…and the lo-
cal Court complied.  Yep, that’s what happened.

Then there’s the Town Manager, a former tele-
phone psychic, at the heart of the den of evil…
she should have seen what was gonna happen on 
this hot August day, or maybe she was just ly-
ing to callers about her ‘gift and abilities’, either 
way she sure did take their money for spewing 
nonsense about their futures.  Imagine that.

There were just too many, um ‘quirky’ and al-
most amusing incidents to count, and more con-
tinue to bubble to the surface as the days pass.  
Anyone even slightly intrigued after looking 
into some of the goings on in Quartzsite can 
find him or her self immersed in a surreal world 
swirling with some of the clearest abuses of au-
thority imaginable.  The twists and turns in this 
real life town rival the imagination of the most 
accomplished writer of fiction.

Strange arrangements, overt corruption and un-
real events are not new to tiny Quartzsite.  

At the support demonstration I got to meet “a 
dead guy”, well, actually, it was Quartzsite’s 
first Mayor, Mr. Richard Oldham.  He’s a rea-
sonable, well-spoken and congenial sort, but his 
successor, the 2nd Mayor, evidently didn’t think 
so.  The 2nd Mayor decided to put out a “hit” on 
Mayor Oldham.  His only problem was that he 
hired a state undercover police officer to carry 
it out.

The police had Mr. Oldham lay down in the des-
ert, slopped him with ketchup, snapped a ‘proof-
of-death’ photo and sent him off to Vegas for a 
short while, while the police returned to collect 
payment for the hit.  The 2nd Quartzsite Mayor 
was convicted and early in his sentence was re-
leased for health reasons.

That’s just another in a long list of events 

that makes Quartzsite so much fun to Google 
search…ya just don’t know what else will turn 
up in it’s history.  It can make for a fun day of 
surfing just to take a look.  For some great com-
mentary and information you will not believe, 
search the www.FreedomsPhoenix.com site and 
you’ll find I’ve only scratched the surface.  

It all seems so weird that all of this and much, 
much, more has been going on for a very long 
time in a small town of about 3,500 whose win-
ter population swells to as much as 500,000, 
making Quartzsite the 4th largest community in 
Arizona for the Winter months. 

Quartzsite sits smack dab in the middle of the 
desert at the crossroads of the only major cross-
roads for a hundred miles in any direction and 
nobody at the State or County level has given 
any notice.  Doesn’t that seem just a little bit 
‘hinky’ to you?

Our fellow American Citizen’s property rights 
and civil liberties are being destroyed, there is 
blatant corruption and rampant theft afoot—
pretty much all of it by the town’s cabalistic 
and secretive Town Council, or rather the indi-
viduals who make up it’s selective membership.  
They are open and brazen about their ‘control’ 
of Quartzsite and don’t make much of an effort 
to be discrete about their criminality.  It might 
almost give the impression that they ‘feel safe’ 
in carrying out their nefarious acts almost as 
though they believe themselves to be shielded 
from reprimand of any kind. Quartzsite’s Town 
Attorney is now the former La Paz County At-
torney (that included Quartzsite in its jurisdic-
tion).

Scratch the surface anywhere in this desert out-
post and corruption come boiling up like run-
ning lava.

The Governor knows (has received numerous 
pleas for help and/or meetings through every 
possible medium) but doesn’t even address it.  
The attorney General knows (has been asked 
to investigate) but doesn’t do anything.   The 
County Sheriff has been asked to step in, but 
he stays away instead.  FBI, DOJ all the same 
story.  

Kinda looks like there’s a strong likelihood that 
“Quartzsite’s got a pushpin in it”, (as phrased by 
Ernest Hancock) because there’s a flush aquifer 
under its sandy exterior, and when you live in a 
desert, control of the water, is control of--every-
thing.  Water is power in the land of the sand.

Ultimately, those stalwart souls who came to-
gether on this day realized that ultimately it falls 
to individual Citizens, to take responsibility to 
defend their fellow Americans when their rights 

Continues on Page 31
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are being violated and their property laid to 
waste--by their ‘government’ officials.  They re-
alize that Quartzsite represents every small town 
and city in America and if they can get away 
with it here—rampant corruption will bleed into 
every town and city across this incredible na-
tion.  It’s gotten to the point where as Citizens, 
if we want to be ‘free’ anywhere in America, 
it’s gotta be all for one, and one for all.  There’s 
a war on and it’s right here on our own shores, 
and between the People and their government.  
The People had better hang together, or they’ll 
be hanged separately.

The important thing is that people of every col-
or, stripe, spirituality and political affiliation 
came together on a day of record heat, in a place 
where saying that really means something, to 
show more than just e-mail support and respect 
for the “Q-10”, the rights of the individual and 
against official corruption at any level.

There were 
patriots, (The 
Oathkeepers), 
bikers (The 
Sons of Liber-
ty), State Leg-
islators (two 
showed up and 
vocalized their 
support), Ron 
Paul enthu-
siasts (a lot), 
military and 
former military 

folks, old people, young people, children, the 
press (including a live, on site radio remote on 
Ernest Hancock’s, Declare Your Independence 
Show), world famous liberty balladeer, Jordan 
Page (Played a full concert-worth of songs and 

really entertained the crowd), activists (includ-
ing Jennifer Jones and Mike Roth), retirees, 
speakers (yours truly, Ernest Hancock, Arizona 
State Legislators Burgess and Seel, Mike Frye, 
Stewart Rhodes, Mr. and Mrs. Jennifer Jones 
and more) church organizations, and a host of 
other groups (Campaign For Liberty, gun clubs, 
unregulated militia members, a bunch of Tea 
Party organizations & various conservative as-
sociations) all came together in support of the 
“Q-10” and all of the Citizens of Quartzsite.  It 
was a beautiful thing.

I’ve un-intentionally left people and groups out 
who should be mentioned, I’m sure of, please 
accept my apology.  

The speeches were heartfelt and very similar in 
both tenor and tone.  I happened to sum up the 
sentiment in my flap session at the microphone—
“We have reached the point beyond which we 
cannot be pushed” followed by a reminder that 
“The 2nd Amendment was purposely placed—
as backup, in case the 1st Amendment didn’t get 
the job done!” (got the biggest response).

I sure do wish things weren’t going the way 
they are…but they are, and it is up to us to bring 
an errant government to heel, or it’ll turn the 
People in a metaphorical lapdog.

There’s a lot to know about the doings in Quartz-
site, Arizona, and believe it or not what goes on 
here, will affect you there, wherever you are in 
America.  Do that Google search, and a Youtube 
search—look around on the Internet for more.  I 
guarantee what you find will blow your mind.

So, how about it?  You in?
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PA R E N T H O O D , 
when it finally came to 
my wife Cathy and me, 
rather late in our lives, 
was something that 
we'd wished for and 
sought after for near-
ly a decade. I wanted 

a daughter; I had _always_ wanted a daugh-
ter. But, second only to bringing a whole and 
healthy child into the world, our highest prior-
ity was that she be as free as possible, to quote 
Thomas Jefferson, of "every form of tyranny 
over the mind of man".

    I had always believed (and still do) that rights 
are a product of being human, that our humanity 
arises from a quality that is unique to our spe-
cies, not just simple awareness -- any baby duck 
or laboratory rat possesses that to one degree or 
another -- but awareness of that awareness.

    I've heard that earthworms, and even politi-
cians, are aware.

    I'd also often observed -- to the fury of those 
with a particular axe to grind -- that the true 
essence of our humanity, an awareness of our 
awareness, doesn't arrive until sometime well 
_after_ we are born, approximately between the 
ages of one and three. In some respects I didn't 
care for this observation any more than anybody 
else did, but, committed to a scientific episte-
mology as I was (and remain), I had no choice 
but to follow the evidence, which also showed 
that different individuals develop, mentally as 
well as physically, at different rates.

    While she was pregnant, Cathy and I had made 
a habit of talking to our baby when we could, 
through a cardboard tube set against Cathy's ab-
domen, and of playing music in a similar man-
ner. If you think this is silly, you're free to stop 
reading. As a student of psychology (that had 
been my major) I was aware that our baby's 
brain was already developing rapidly, and that 
"enrichment" -- filling the child's environment 
with as many stimuli as possible -- made it de-
velop faster. If it worked for a six month old, 
why not a _minus_ six month old?

    Our obvious goal was to get our baby as fully 
human as quickly as possible.

    Then came the most important single element 
of all. I've often thought of writing a million 
dollar bestselling book on child-rearing, but it 
would only consist of one sentence: "Don't treat 
'em like a watermelon."
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    Perhaps a word of explanation is in order.

    I was the first one ever to see the face of 
my daughter Rylla (rhymes with "vanilla"). I 
had long since planned, from the first instant I 
laid eyes on her, and so had her mother, never to 
break off contact until I had received a reaction, 
an acknowledgement, of some kind. Every mo-
ment of that sort became a kind of ceremony of 
mutual recognition, of what Nathaniel Branden 
had once called "psychological visibility". It is 
what (he said) your dog wants from you. It is 
what you want from your cat (good luck). It is 
what we all want from one another.

    Psychologists will tell you that the very first 
thing babies learn to recognize is a human face. 
Awareness of others brings focus to our aware-
ness of self, which ultimately leads to aware-
ness of awareness of self.

    And here's the thing about the watermelon. It 
often appeared to us, that other couples, espe-
cially the guys, hauled their offspring around, 
under one arm, balanced on one hip, like so 
much produce, seldom glancing down at them, 
let alone interacting with them. Their kids were 
just a burden that had to be put up with when it 
couldn't be avoided. 

    Cathy and I happily took Rylla everywhere 
with us. People who ran our favorite restaurants 
were always delighted to see her coming, be-
cause they knew they never had to clean up af-
ter her. She heard or saw everything we did, and 
it was a wonderful thing to watch her see and 
hear. We talked with her -- interacted, exactly 
as if she were a real live human being -- about 
everything that was happening around us.

    From what little I've seen or know about autism, 
it appears that an autistic individual's awareness 
of self is minimal, that he has no awareness of 
that awareness, and that his awareness of other 
people -- as something besides moving articles 
of furniture -- is completely non-existent.

    The subject is endlessly fascinating, but I have 
digressed.

    We never spoke "baby-talk" to our daughter. 
(Much of that, by the way, is in third person, 
undermining the effects discussed above.) She 
started talking a bit late, but that's pretty normal 
for bright kids. She learned to read and write 
almost immediately (or so it seemed). She was 
entirely home-schooled, and we made certain 
that with minor exceptions, like watching us 
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vote, she never set foot in a public school.

    Cathy and I never censored anything Rylla 
saw or heard. How could we, in a brave new 
world where we had to explain Monica's blue 
dress to a curious six year old? For better or 
worse, the whole world was her schoolroom. 
Her receptivity to everything that was going on 
around her was phenomenal. Her eyes and ears 
were everywhere at once. At the age of eight, 
she was reading at a college level -- and filling 
one stenographer's notebook after another with 
journal entries -- with an adult understanding of 
the world, including all of its flaws and flavors. 

    Rylla was informed at an early age -- and 
reinformed as often as seemed called for -- that 
she was the owner of her own life. When most 
people were training their insensate offspring 
like puppies, to pee and poop in the right place, 
we had a conscious partner in the enterprise. 

    With a world full of otherwise sensible seem-
ing people around us, mostly younger parents 
who solemnly claimed to be libertarians, them-
selves, blathering about what movies they al-
lowed their kids to see, how many hours of tele-
vision they let them watch, and what kind of 
books -- if any -- they permitted them to read, 
we were reminded almost every day that you 
can't childproof the world. The best that you can 
hope for is to worldproof your child. And so, at 
an age when most little girls were reading Judy 
Bloom, Rylla was reading Oscar Wilde. 

    At last there came that inevitable day when 
the principle of self ownership had sunk in bone 
deep, and in an argument about something I can 
no longer remember, my daughter -- I think she 
was ten -- informed me that she owned her own 
life. I knew that I could no longer order, but 
since she wasn't quite through being a child, I 
wasn't quite through being a parent. However I 
was now obliged to persuade, exactly as I was 
with any other fully autonomous human being 
-- my wife, for example.

    Happily, she listens.
    Most of the time.

    My daughter is now twenty-one. She is a 
college student, a singer, an actor (and a stage 
hand), the author of several book-length works, 
an entity that brightens any room she enters. 
Although she has made choices here and there 
that I wouldn't have, that's the entire point of 
self-ownership, isn't it? She is as rigorous, well-
informed, and deeply principled as any libertar-
ian I've ever known, although no consideration 
on Earth could ever induce her, say, to vote for 
Ron Paul. 

    He is no libertarian, in her view, and his essen-
tially religious position on reproductive rights 
threatens her right to own her own life.

Obi-wan (or somebody) has taught her well.
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Growing Fruit & Nut Trees 
By Powell Gammill
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[This is the sec-
ond part of a mul-
tipart installment 
on growing edible 
plants.  Part 1: 
Food Production 
appeared in the Au-
gust, 2011 issue of 
Freedom's Phoenix 
magazine.]

PLUMS, peaches, apples and oranges.  I love 
fruit.  Most fruit grows on trees.  If you have 
ever had a fruit tree you know that fruit tasted 
better than anything equivalent you ever had in 
a store.  There is a very good reason for that.  
Store  bought fruit is almost always picked 
while still green to ship and ripened in ethyl-
ene oxide tanks and other methods to artificially 
ripen and color them.  Others, like apples, are 
stored for months in silos before being shipped 
and the texture is often less than desirable.  The 
best way to get fruit is to grow your own if you 
have the property and trade with others.  A few 
trees can be well suited to indoor containers and 
I will discuss them later.

Trees are like kids.  Their first two to four years 
requires a lot of care, and afterwards they can 
mostly take care of themselves.  They require 
training (in the form of pruning).  Some tree 
species live longer than others.  Some die or be-
come much less productive after only 12 years, 
others will outlive your grand kids.  Some put 
on fruit much later in their life (only after 7 to 
10 years in the ground) than others.  You should 
know what to expect by reading up on what 
each tree species and variety need to thrive, and 
know when they pollinate and when they fruit.

A mistake I see is people wanting to plant trees 
at the wrong time of the year.  And plant things 
they have never tasted because those catalogs 
make them sound so good.  Please go to a store 
and buy a fruit type to taste to make sure it is to 
your liking. 

You may have to go to an organic store or In-
ternational grocery to get more exotic fruits 
(and usually these are picked and shipped ripe).  
Now it is true they may not taste anywhere near 
as good as what would grown on your tree.  
But for example, in Phoenix, Arizona--where I 
reside--besides anything that would grow in a 
Mediterranean/subtropical area will grow here, 
we can grow virtually all tropicals as well.  I 
am not a fan of mangoes or papayas--too sweet 
for my tastes.  And undoubtedly the ones grown 
locally are probably even sweeter.  But if I had 
some romantic notion of growing my own man-
goes without having ever tried one I would be 
terribly disappointed in two years when I tried 
my first bite wouldn't I? 

This is true for varieties as well.  Have you ever 
had a "Saturn" peach?  I just tried one.  It is 
a squashed, in my opinion unattractive, dough-
nut shaped peach.  It sure must taste great to 
be in the supermarket competing with the other 
peaches, I thought.  Ah, no it pretty much tastes 
like a peach so I fail to see the current popular-
ity.  But I could grow them here (200-250 chill 
hours) if I wanted.  After trying them I don't--
-there are plenty of other larger peach varieties 
to grow. 

How to know what produces fruit in your area 
and what does not?  Neighbors and Clubs.  Look 
around your area.  You can spot fruit and nut 
trees.  How are they doing?  Knock on doors 
and introduce yourself.  Ask about what they 
have had success with and what they have not.  

What variety they are growing.  You may want 
to plant something else with an idea of trading 
when both crops come in.  Additionally there 
are local garden clubs.  Often these are more 
concerned with non-edible flowers but often 
there are members with an interest also in edible 
crops.  You can always start your own group.  
In Phoenix, we have a branch of the Califor-
nia Rare Fruit Growers which is dedicated to 
growing trees few would think would grow here 
in the desert.  Their members have a wealth of 
knowledge about growing other things as well.

Every state has numerous County Extension 
Agents available for consulting.  As well as a 
Master Gardener program.  And there are Com-
munity College and University Agricultural and 
Horticulture Depts. as well.   Many munici-
palities have arborist, gardening, composting, 
mulch and water conservation information and 
sometimes cheap to free supplies.  Google is 
your friend.  Local libraries often have books 
dedicated to growing in the area.  And you may 
have a botanical garden or two.

The last resource I can think of is plant nurser-
ies.  In my experience the chain nurseries or Su-
perstore nurseries (Walmart, Home Depot) are 
neither good for plants or advice.  They stock 
trees picked by someone back east with no idea 
of what grows in your area and they order the 
same stuff for the entire nation.   I use them for 
some supplies.  But it is the local multigenera-
tion family nurseries who have experts on staff, 
and stock plants that are well adapted to grow-
ing in your climate and on proper root stock.   I 
exclusively buy from them unless they do not 
have what I am looking for.  And then I order 
online.  [Note: State laws restrict importation of 
some plant varieties...legal circumvention can 
occur though finding someone in the state al-
ready growing what you want and getting a pot-
ted, cutting or graft material, having fertilized 
seed sent or a cutting for graft (called a scion, 
that needs a compatible rootstock or tree).]

Bottom line:  What grows well?  When does it 
fruit?  When does it pollinate and its pollina-
tion requirements?   What variety fruits okay or 
poorly?  What doesn't fruit at all?  In Phoenix, 
avocado trees grow well...but with very rare ex-
ceptions (and unknown reasons) no fruit.

Plot your property 

One can plan a garden.  But for a piece of prop-
erty the first thing to plan is where to place the 
trees.  You start with the trees and work your 
way down. 

Have your outline of your property to scale.  
The placement of a home (if any) and other 
current structures. All underground pipes (util-
ity companies usually provide a free service 
to mark them) should be indicated.  And even 
some adjacent items in neighboring properties 
(shade, pollinator trees, wind breaks, water run-
off for example) that may influence your plan 
over the years to come.  You have sketched out 
the summer and winter sun's path as it crosses 
your property in the day.  You have indicated 
prevailing winds at times of the year [note pre-
vailing winds in the typical pollen season too].  
Structures (including trees) that cast shadows on 
your property and their location at various times 
of the year.  And the lay of the land; how water 
will flow, cold spots (aka microclimates; usual-
ly low lying areas or shaded areas on north side 
in northern hemisphere), high spots (which of-
ten drain well), difference growing patches/spe-
cies in current vegetation, etc.   You have noted 
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what types of plants thrive in the area, and even 
what type of trees and shrubs your neighbors 
may have in the area (this can be several houses 
away-they may pollinate your trees).  You have 
noted where water comes from: spigots, roof 
runoff, alleyways, street runoff. 

Trees produce fruit or nuts for a few weeks of the 
year.  Some fruit will store on a tree for months.  
Others must be harvested and processed right 
away. Some fruits will last in cold storage for 
weeks or months, some will decompose quickly.  
But trees can produce a crop at different times 
of the year (sometimes twice a year) depending 
upon the species and even the variety.  Fruit pro-
duction can be measured in hundreds of pounds 
per tree, far more than the typical homeowner 
desires.  I like to start with trees.

TREES  

Big tall primary trees that will provide shade on 
any home as well as food.  Generally a nut tree 
can do this best for tall and slender, while plum 
trees can develop a large wide canopy of large 
deciduous leaves perfect for sitting under.  In 
the northern hemisphere, placed on the west and 
southern sides of a home tall trees will shade 
the home in the summer and if they are decidu-
ous will drop their leaves in the winter to allow 
the sun through.  They can also provide a place 
for food producing vines to grow up.  And un-
der them can grow secondary trees, shrubs and 
ground cover crops. 

They can cool areas, mix the atmosphere, attract 
and conserve moisture, hold soil and attract life. 
Decades later they can provide lumber or fire-
place wood when their productive life comes to 
an end.  At the very worst they can be shredded 
into mulch. 

Many trees will grow in various climates.  Some 
won't.  Some can be adapted or cross bred to 
adapt.  But though many trees will grow, far 
fewer will produce fruit and in the environments 
that are just barely acceptable they may produce 
low yields. 

For the first rounds of planting I would recom-
mend only planting fruit and nut tree varieties 
known to thrive and produce well in your area.  
When first starting out you will make enough 
mistakes without worrying about trying to give 
your trees some extra attention to get them pro-
ductive.  If your neighbors already have some 
of these trees plant others---believe me you will 
be trading a lot of excess with them.

Selecting a tree

Trees come in containers as small as 1 gallon.  
Around here I mainly see 5 gallon, 15 gallon, 
24” box and several hundreds of gallons box.  
The bigger the bucket, the more the tree costs, 
the more water you have to get it, and the more 
you pay to ship and perhaps plant it.  People 
generally plant the 250 gallon or more because 
they immediately want an adult tree in their yard.  
Generally the shock of transplant will prevent 
any fruit on such mature trees for at least two 
years or more.  A 5 gallon bucket tree however, 
may also suffer the initial transplant shock for 
the first year, but should spring right up by the 
second year and may even start to produce fruit. 

The farther from the tree farm the buckets get 
transported the more they cost.  In Arizona, 
most of the trees come from southern and cen-
tral California.  For $100 in California, I can 
buy around five fruit trees.  In Phoenix $100 
gets me three.  This is another reason to initially 
plant only that which is known to thrive in your 
area.  Why make it harder on yourself?  There 

is a good chance of killing a tree, there presum-
ably is even a better chance if that tree is going 
to struggle further with the environment.

When you are at a nursery look for trees in 5 
gallon containers.  They grow to maturity just 
as fast as 15 gallon trees and yet cost a third as 
much.  Look for a tree with no fruit or flowers--
-if it has fruit or flowers it has been in that pot a 
while and used up energy reserves to fruit.  Look 
for insect infestations under leaves and in the top 
of the pot's soil and reject such plants.  Avoid 
damaged trees or ones with a split trunk unless 
they are multiple variety hybrids.  Look for the 
proper variety grafted on the proper rootstock 
for your area.  Look for 1/2"  to  3/4” in diam-
eter trunk near the base because they have not 
been in the container long.

How to plant a tree.

There are different methods but they generally 
come down to dig a hole slightly less deep than 
the container it comes in, or add dirt until the 
root ball sticks about an inch above the hole.  
Fill hole with water.  After draining fill it again.  
It should drain within four hours.  If not you 
have a drainage problem and it will have to be 
dealt with (probably by either digging it out or 
a raised bed planting).  If the underlying soil is 
very hard a lot of gardeners suggest burrowing 
down with a pick four feet to break up the ground 
and then refilling with the dirt.  This allows the 
roots to push their way through.  Ground can be 
too hard (too much clay--add sand to promote 
drainage and aeration) and the roots will never 
establish themselves deeply for wind resistant 
support. 

First if it is a container tree water it well to keep 
the root ball together.  If it is a bare root soak it  
in water for two to five hours just before plant-
ing.

Some recommend digging the hole no wider 
than the container, others up to three times the 
container's diameter.  Some recommend plant-
ing in a high quality potting soil (preferably 
composted from wood chips and leaves, i.e., 
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tree parts), others say put it in just the soil it will 
have to grow in anyway, and others compromise 
half and half to give it a kick start.

Some argue potting in a high quality soil when 
the surrounding soil is lacking will encourage 
poor root spread outside of the rich soil.  So far 
I am with the 50:50 soil crowd, but I m start-
ing to lean towards the unamended crowd.  Be-
cause of hard soil, I dig a three foot diameter 
hole about four feet deep for the 5 gal. contain-
er and add dirt back and water until I reach the 
magic 1 inch rise above the ground level for the 
root ball.  This promotes drainage away from 
the tree's crown and lessens the chance for rot.  
Add water to the hole. I fill it up and let it drain.

You should not need supplements, but that is 
dependent upon the needs of the tree species 
and any deficiencies in the soil.  The most com-
mon being either pH or potassium.  Never put 
mulch or incompletely composted material into 
the hole as it will burn the roots.  Never top off 
with fertilizer for the same reason.  Fertilizer is 
not needed the first year.

Next to the hole, I plant the tree by laying the 
container on its side manipulating only the con-
tainer, then giving the bucket a hard wrap with 
my knuckles on the bottom and pulling the 
bucket way from the root ball.  Another method 
for trees with sensitive roots is to cut the bottom 
out of the container.  Seat the container in the 
hole and split the side to remove the remaining 
container.

I examine the root ball.  If it shows any signs 
of root circling the container (meaning the tree 
has been in the container too long) then you 
must cut the root ball before planting by using 
a knife and making an X incision in the bottom 
about an inch deep.  And then cutting the sides 
in quarters an inch deep to match up with the X.  
This is to cut up the outer circular roots other-
wise they will continue to grow in this circular 
pattern and you will lose the tree either to wind 
or nutrient starvation.

Never pick up a tree by it's trunk --- you can 
break it and there goes your $20-$35 tree.  Pick 
it up by the root ball--another reason to like 5 
gallon trees.  Set it in the hole at whatever orien-
tation you desire.  Is it still about an inch above 
ground level?  Add or subtract dirt until it is.

Orient it until it is positioned where you want 
in the direction you want.  In sunny Arizona, if 
it is a cutting on a rootstock orient the cutting 
face to the east to prevent sunburn on this spot.  
This is probably good advice for all of the sun-
belt states. Further north may not care, and if 
orientation is cared about it will probably be for 
espalier reasons.

Fill in the dirt around the sides leaving about a 
3/4" to one inch rise where the roots are above 
the ground level.  This mound will shed water 
off of the root area so it will drain faster pre-
venting fungal infections.  Make a shallow wa-
tering trench around the tree crown (where the 

leaves are).  Water heavily/deeply.  Look for 
solid pocket collapse and fill in if needed.  You 
do not want any underground air pockets where 
roots will not grow.

Planting bare root trees.

Just like the tree in a container but without the 
soil or container; it looks like a stick.  Conve-
nient shipping.  You should plant them as soon 
as you get them.  They are best acquired and 
planted just after the last frost.  [Container plants 
with established roots can be planted not only 
after last frost but up to two months (or more 
in some areas) later.]  Dig a hole as big as the 
roots.  [Or if the soil is very hard, dig down and 
out four feet as above and refill.] Fill with water.  
Let drain.  Plant and tamp in the dirt to remove 
all air pockets around the roots until the hole is 
filled leaving a one inch rise mound to shed wa-
ter as above.  Do not put soil up against where 
the bark has formed as it will rot. You want this 
bark-root interface to be the line where the one 
inch rise occurs.

One other type of nursery tree is one in a “ball 
in a burlap sack.”  These are rare to encounter 
these days.  The roots on them are more sensi-
tive to damage than either the container or bare 
root so treat them gently before planting.  Can 
water the ball to keep moist, and keep it cool but 
you should plant as soon as possible.

In the south where a dual planting season may 
exist, you can also plant trees after the fall starts 
to arrive and the summer cools down...essential-
ly when 85 degree temps start to arrive.  Protec-
tion from freezing must be provided in winter 
however.  Also some tree species are amenable 
to planting year round if protected from extreme 
temps and too much sunlight until they become 
established.  It is usually not beneficial to plant 
in sub-optimum times but if there is no choice 
some species will survive it.

Chill Hours

One of the most important concepts in getting 
fruit trees to produce fruit is chill hours.  While 
defined somewhat differently in temperatures 
used, it can be defined as the number of hours 
in the winter a tree while dormant is exposed to 
temperatures below 45 degrees Fahrenheit.  In 
Phoenix for example, we get on average 300-
350 chill hours a year.  If a tree variety needs 
more chill hours and does not receive then it 
will never flower and fruit no matter how gor-
geous it looks (if the estimated chill hours--
which is imprecise--is not met).   For instance, 
there are several varieties of apple trees that will 
produce fruit in Phoenix, but most apple trees 
require a great deal more chill hours than Phoe-
nix can provide and so are not going to be pro-
ductive here.  This is the reason a lot of apples 
come from colder parts of the country.  God I 
love Braeburns (800 chill hours) so I am SOL in 
growing them where I live.  On the other hand, 
in an area that gets surprise freeze snaps once 
winter is over a really low chill variety may 
have started flowering and those flowers would 
be killed off diminishing the yield that year.  So 
there is a balance to be struck, or protecting the 
trees from frost as a priority in the early spring.

It is also possible to cheat.  Everyone's yard is 
a collection of hot and cold spots.  Cold spots 
tend to be depressions, on the north side of the 
home in the northern hemisphere, in the shad-
ows (north side) of evergreen trees, and in shel-
tered areas where cold can collect (like next to 
a block wall) and not be disturbed in the morn-
ings. Planting varieties with chill hours 100 to 
even 200 hours above the area's average can be 
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successful in these cooler areas.  Also the esti-
mates of chill hours required is often off...so if 
you take a chance sometimes it pays off.  If you 
end up stuck with a non-producing but other-
wise nice tree it can serve as a grafting tree or 
rootstock.

Lastly there is a California grower who claims 
chill hours--at least for apples--are bogus and 
has a technique for artificially creating "chill 
hours" through a trick to the tree involving early 
leaf stripping that permits almost any apple tree 
to grow in almost any area.  Perhaps I will give 
Braeburns a shot to see if he is correct.

Pollination

Some trees are self fertile---they produce fruit 
without outside pollination.  Often they will in-
crease their yield with a nearby pollinator how-
ever.  Other trees require pollination and often 
only by specific varieties though this usually 
has to do when the male flowers releases their 
pollen more than a requirement for the variety's 
pollen.  This pollination can be done manually, 
but why not encourage pollinating insects to 
do the work for you.  They are evolved experts 
at it after all.  Bees, bumblebees, wasps, flies, 
moths, and butterflies have roles in pollination.  
So do flying vertebrates like birds and bats, for 
example hummingbirds.

Knowing what pollinates your trees can help by 
providing them an environment in which they 
will want to remain.  Planting nearby flowers or 
flowering herbs, and having water sources and 
pollinator food sources can help.  Providing a 
pollinator shelter.

Required tree pollinators should be located down 
wind from the target tree(s) using the prevalent 
winds during pollen season.  The closer the bet-
ter.

Branches bearing flowers with pollen we wish 
to assist pollinating a tree(s) can also be cut and 
placed in a barrel with water with a little cider 
vinegar added located upwind next to the target 
trees for a few days to allow wind and pollinat-
ing insects to do their thing.

Most fruit trees have male and female flowers 
or both sex parts in the same flower (combined) 
but some are exclusively one or the other.  Ex-
clusive ones usually need a nearby male pres-
ent to fruit...or at least a male's presence causes 
them to produce more fruit.  One male in such 
a case can fertilize multiple female trees: The 
magic minimum ratio appears to be 1 male for 
every 8 females.

Planting distance

In commercial groves ten foot tree spacing in 
long rows is not uncommon.  But in your yard 
other arrangements may make more sense.  
Your trees will not be a uniform mono-crop but 
a diverse group of fruit and nut producing trees.  
They will each produce a different crop at a dif-
ferent time.

So experimenters have found out you can plant 
trees as close as six inches from each other to 
increase density of trees per given area.  But this 
requires training (pruning) the trees to grow away 
from one another.  This can also be encouraged 
by planting them at an angle away from each 
other.  Trees can be planted together in groups 
of two, three or four.  Planting distances of three 
feet apart allow getting in between them.  It is 
best to make sure the same rootstock is used for 
all trees in a cluster so growth will be the same.

The downside: It can be harder to prune in the ad-
jacent areas, trees will be imbalanced---weight 
(center of gravity) away from each other, and 
lower fruit yields (but how many pounds of fruit 
can your eat from a tree in a week or two?).

Such densities encourage planting a wide vari-
ety of fruit, planting variety's with different tim-
ings of fruit maturation, planned partial shade 
or fuller sunlight for some depending upon their 
orientation with respect to one another, joint 
wind and frost protection, and readier pollina-
tion.
Groups (clusters) or individual trees should be 
spaced apart by at least the distance of the can-
opy that is to be allowed.

This brings us to the question of how high and 
wide should we allow the trees to get?  This can 
be controlled through genetic predisposition, 
rootstock selection and vigorous pruning.  It is 
generally the latter that should be used for home 
owner's fruit trees.  Keep them small generally 
so you do not have to climb around looking for 
fruit.

What do you call fruit you cannot reach?  Bird 
food.  So keep your tree's maximum height at 
ten feet so a short step ladder can reach most 
areas.  Many argue for six feet maximum so ev-
erything is reachable.   These small sizes also 
make protecting them from adverse conditions 
(heat, provide shade, freezing) as well as bird 
predation easier.

Smaller sizes means you can plant more variety 
in a given area.   And you will still get a lot of 
fruit.

Some trees are desired to also produce shade ei-
ther for a home, patio or other area or just to 
sit under.  These trees can be planned to allow 
either much greater height and/ or a wider can-
opy.  Just keep in mind even these trees requires 
annual pruning and fruit thinning after budding 
should also be considered (you might want to 
consider species and varieties that don't need 
such thinning to produce great looking food).  
That means trips up into a tall tree(s) for some-
one.  These can shade out large areas reduc-
ing their productivity for some food producing 
plants while creating opportunities for others.  
Tall and wide tress can also provide a natural 
trellis for fruit bearing vines (which naturally 
would climb trees).

Fruit thinning.

Early in fruit production it is wise to remove 
and broken branches or nonproductive growth 
and then thin fruit so that a fist's distance is be-
tween adjacent fruit.  You want to prevent fruit 
from touching each other (usually) as it matures.  
On some trees over 90% of the little immature 
fruits will end up in the compost pile.  But that 
means a lot less work for the tree to grow the 
remaining fruit to maturity.  This will result in 
better appearing fruit of greater size and sweet-
ness. Using high density plantings, appropriate 
pruning to keep the tree small and fruit thinning 
you can still have trees producing a more man-
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ageable 25 to 50 pounds of fruit per tree.

Controlling tree height

The secret for deciduous trees is usually to cut 
the tree off above one or two nodes about 18 to 
24 inches above the ground after you first plant 
it.  Believe me this takes some getting used to 
but it works.   Your beautiful tree you bought in a 
nursery now sits a two foot stick in the dirt with 
you discarding most of the upper part of the tree.  
This is how those EZ-trees are made (which is 
another way of doing it, just buy an “EZ-tree” 
and plant it).  But your tree will sprout out from 
these buds and you can shape it into its future 
appearance.  Pruning for size and shape the first 
three years of its life in your yard are critical to 
how it will look for it's life. It will still produce 
a couple of hundred fruits.  And it may have its 
productive life extended by being kept short.

Protecting trees from bird predation

Wrap them in sheets of tulle when the fruits are 
getting near ripening.  Tulle is the netting used 
to make bridal veils.  It comes in a variety of 
colors.  White would probably help in heat pro-
tection, while black could increase heat in cold-
er fruiting crops.  Tulle can be obtained from 
Amazon.com in rolls ("bolts") of 9 yards by 50 
yards for $35 including shipping.  Completely 
wrap the tree and you will have no birds being 
trapped or injured in netting, and for those fruits 
that drop off the tree when ripe they collect in 
the bottom of the netting and you simply open 
them up and harvest and reseal daily.

Obviously there are other methods to protect 
from bird, mammal and insect predation with 
varying levels of success.  But putting up with 
some predation strikes me as alright just to have 
some wildlife taking up homes in your yard.

Pruning and espalier

Books have been written on just this one topic 
so this is only lightly covered here.  Pruning is 
vitally  important to your perennial plants.  It is 
one of the tree maintenance things owners must 
do to prevent disease and create productive 
plants (the other two are watering and fertiliz-
ing).  It can be done right and it often is done 
wrong.

Do it right.  There are right times of the year to 
prune, right ways to prune and then there is the 
opposite.  Each variety and desired shape may 
have a different form of pruning that needs to 
be implemented.  But once you have done it, 
it is not hard to do.  The best way to learn is to 
learn from a successful neighbor.  Consulting 
youtube videos is informative as well.

Right tools for pruning.

Hand shears:  For branches up to half an inch in 
diameter.  Avoid cheap:  Blades must be sharp.  
No flat blade (anvil style) that crushes---you 
want to cut through the branch cleanly in one 
cut!  Anvil style blades will crush.  Pick a tool 
with good fitting blades that do not have a gap, 

or the branch will be left hanging by a couple of 
strips of wood.  You want "bypass" style blades 
that cut past each other and are usually curved.   
Decent metal that will hold an edge---plant ma-
terial is one of the hardest things for steel to cut 
through, and dulls a blade fast. A single clean 
cut is less likely to attract disease.  Put in your 
pocket or get a holster.  It is also useful if it has 
a locking mechanism that prevents it opening 
while in your pocket but a one handed squeeze 
unlocks it.  Comfortable hand grips too.

Loppers:  Same as the hand shears in every way 
except they have two foot long handles on them 
for cutting branches up to 1 1/2 inches in diam-
eter.

Rat-tail file to keep them sharp.  Sharpen on 
outside of cutting edge only.

Hand saw:  For cutting large branches.  If fold-
ing make sure it doesn't fold onto your fingers!  
Usually want a belt sheath with it if it is not a 
folding saw.  Slight curve to the blade.  These 
saws are especially made to cut through green 
wood without clogging unlike your normal 
wood saws.

There are variants of both loppers and saws on 
a long pole to reach up high in trees. Another 
reason to keep your trees short.

General rules:  Prune in the winter for size and 
to open up the tree to light and air.  You want to 
wait until the sap stops flowing but before the 
buds first start to appear.  Usually January.

Never prune more than a third of the tree growth 
back.  Some exceptions like fast growing peach 
trees.  Never prune below the crown of the trunk.

Remove any damaged or diseased branches.  
Remove any suckers coming out of the root-
stock graft.

Pruning can be done at other times of the year 
to remove damage and disease or to open up ar-
eas, but this should be done with care and with 
the goal of improving fruit production for the 
remainder of the tree.

Young trees.

Two methods:  1.  Central leader promotes a tall 
tree.  A single best upward "tree" branch is pro-
moted.  A point up conical shape defined.  Any 
competing branches are either trimmed away or 
forced to become side branches through wedg-
ing wooden slats, roped ground ties or attach-
ing weights on the ends of the branches.  Since 
branches will eventually get four inches in di-
ameter, you want branches to be separated by 
eight to twelve inches.  Branches should angle 
out away from each other to balance the tree.  
Figure three branches, means a third the way 
around from one another.
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2.  Open center promotes a short, productive 
tree.  Cut off the top shoot above three well 
placed branches.  Keep the tree short.  For most 
of the fruit trees I advocate this is the method of 
choice.

Mature trees.

Pruning is variable to species and variety.  If 
most fruit is borne of young wood then you want 
to prune old wood to encourage new growth.  If 
most fruit is borne on old wood then you prune 
most of the young wood  out of the way to open 
the older wood up, reducing shaded nonproduc-
tive areas.

Espalier.

Intense pruning of young trees followed with 
high maintenance pruning for their remainder 
of their lives.   Really you train the trees for 
form a shape you desire them to form. Usually a 
flat 2-Dimensional shape against a wall or fence 
(productivity in reduced or otherwise unused 
space) or to create a fence of trees (aka a Bel-
gian fence).

Cordons (branches) are grown along wires, a 
trellis or temporary wood slats to form the de-
sired shape of the tree.  Apple and pear and may-
be plum work well as espaliered trees. Loquats, 
citrus and figs too [as do some vines (grapes) 
and shrubs].

Roots
Roots need air to live.  Soil is full of air.  Roots 
can drown, so soil needs to drain.  Roots ab-
sorbs nutrients and water to carry to the rest of 
the plant.  Roots interacts with other plant roots 
(may compete) and microorganisms.  Serves to 
anchor the tree.

Myth:  Tree roots are as long as the tree or up 

to three times the length of the tree.  Or for that 
tree above the ground there is at least an equally 
long tree underground.  Not true for most spe-
cies.  There are generally  a series of long thick 
roots that extend downwards and at 45 degree 
angles from the tree.  These are permanent sup-
port roots that keep the tree from being blown 
over by the wind.  Certain trees evolved to resist 
certain winds, in certain soils in a certain man-
ner.  When a non-native tree encounters unfa-
miliar circumstances and unfamiliar soil types 
it may have problems growing roots the way it 
is evolved to and becomes susceptible to being 
blown over or being at a disadvantage to com-
peting for water and nutrients.

Most tree roots exist within the top eight inches 
of soil.  These are the feeder roots.  They extract 
minerals and nutrients as well as water from the 
soil for the tree.  In deciduous trees, they annu-
ally die off for the winter along with the leaves.  
And about a month before the leaf buds start 
showing these roots start to grow back out.

Most root activity takes place at the "tree line"  
This is the ringed area directly under the canopy 
of the tree, where in nature water would nor-
mally be shed during the rain carrying any bird 
and insect droppings, pollen and other dist that 
had accumulated on the leaves since the last rain 
with it.  Feeding the tree.

This is the area you reform annually as the ma-
turing tree crown expands for your watering 
area and the area you fertilize. 

Watering.

You want to form a swale around the tree.  A 
swale is a fancy name for a shallow ditch used 
to divert and collect water.  In this case a shal-
low ring around the tree's canopy.  With a shal-
low mound rising in the center where the tree's 
trunk is present to shed water away from the 
trunk to prevent fungal rot.  Do not put soil up 
against bark.  You want to plant the tree so this 
bark-root end transition point above the roots is 
maintained above where the soil will be.  As the 
tree grows it will naturally lift the area up a bit 
to shed water away from the trunk.

Young trees get watered frequently.  Every other 
day in the summer for the first couple of months.  
Then adding a day or two between waterings 
as it gets older.  At some point waterings may 
be weekly to monthly in the summer as the tree 
becomes mature and depending upon if the tree 
is a native species or not.  In the fall and spring 
waterings are less frequent.  And in the winter 
often no watering takes place though a single 
heavy watering can actually help prevent freez-
ing.

How to water?
It is best to water deeply.  This is best accom-
plished by running a soaker hose, hose or drip 
(probably bubblers) irrigation system for sev-
eral hours on very low output around the swale 
while the water is allowed to soak in.  The target 
depth is usually four feet.

The best way to water is to use a soil probe depth 
testing rod:  A 5-6 foot "T" shaped rod made 
of rebar that can be forced into the ground.   It 
penetrates the soil readily up to where the water 
level is.

A deep watering will water the roots and drain 
down.  Then it will spend many days evaporat-
ing back up.  This will serve to cool the roots.  
Failing to water deeply will result in a shallow 
root system making it vulnerable to drought and 
wind.
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Too frequent watering is probably the number 
one reason trees die; from fungal rot and attract-
ing root attacking predators.

A modified French drain can be constructed of a 
two to three foot long, four inch diameter PVC 
pipe with a few large holes drilled into the sides.  
This is planted upright near the tree and kept 
in place for the first two years of life. You can 
buy a fitted grilled top to plug up the end.  This 
can be used to deeply water the tree. Leave the 
pipe empty as roots can't grow in air.  At the end 
of two years rock or dig the no longer needed 
pipe out of the ground and reuse it elsewhere.  If 
you do the pattern planting of two, three or four 
trees together you can plant the pipe in between 
them if space permits.

Mulch
Mulch can be anything that shades the ground, 
prevents evaporation and prevents wild temper-
ature swings in the ground.  The best mulch is 
the natural stuff:   The leaves fallen off trees, 
bark and shredded tree waste (Note: It is pos-
sible for the latter to transmit tree disease.).  It 
will decompose in the year to a compost cover-
ing and need to be replaced.  Pine needles can 
help acidity the soil as it protects.  Cedar and 
eucalyptus have harmful insect repelling prop-
erties.  Speaking of insects, natural mulch is 
very quickly (4 days in my yard) occupied by 
hundreds of minute spiders that will kill preda-
tors on your tree.  A two to four inch thick layer 
provides the benefits of shading the ground in 
the summer, cools the roots and cutting water 
evaporation.  In the winter an four to eight inch 
layer can prevent freezing the ground.  Mulch 
will promote other beneficial soil life in the root 
zone including beneficial worms, bacteria and 
insects.

Keep mulch all the way out to the tree line, BUT 
do not allow it within eight inches of the trunk 
as it too will promote fungal rot.

Fertilize
Books have been written on just this topic too.  
All plants extract nutrients from the soil.  They 
may do so at a rate greater than it gets replen-
ished.  There is a need to replace these nutrients 
and an optimal feeding cycle and formula will 
yield greater fruit production, earlier fruit pro-
duction in a young tree, more disease resistant 
plants and better fruit quality as well.

A big mistake is using chemical fertilizers which 
can burn roots and over fertilizing plants which 
can lead to a rapid growth but quick depletion 
of resources and a failed plant or fruiting cycle. 
Organic fertilizers while containing far lower 
amounts of the nutrients release them much 
more slowly into the immediate environment 
and over along period of time.

General rule of thumb is to fertilize three times 
a year: Valentine's Day, Memorial Day and Vet-
eran's Day. But be careful, over fertilizing is 
very bad for the tree.

NPK: Nitrogen, Phosphorus and Potassium 
respectively (discussed Part 1).  These are the 
main nutrients plants demand along with about 
two dozen other micronutrients.  Trees deficient 
in nitrogen have their oldest leaves turn yellow 
and drop.  Phosphorus deficiency takes a red or 
purple cast on the leaves.   Potassium deficient 
leaves dry out starting with the oldest leaves 
and at the leaf margins.  Leaves that turn yel-
low but their veins remain green denote an iron 
deficiency probably not because of lack of iron 
but because too low a pH prevents iron uptake 
by the tree.

Grafting
Books have also been written about this one 
topic.  I will only rudimentary cover it except to 
say as scar as it seems, it is really quite easy to 
do for many species and varieties.  It generally 
only needs a tree saw and a specialized grafting 
knife.

Why would you want to graft a tree?  Sometimes 
in removing a tree that just is not productive but 
healthy, you can keep the root system and add 
a new variety that will hopefully be productive.  
You can also graft a branch of a variety onto a 
productive tree to create a dual variety or even 
a triple, quadruple and quintuple variety tree.  
This can mean one tree producing the same type 
of fruit at different times of the season or even 
different fruits on one tree.  This can be a great 
way to ensure cross-pollination as well.  These 
2-way, 3-way, or 4 in one, etc, trees are usually 
available from nurseries for planting as well.

Grafting is pretty simple.  Make a cut in a tree.  
Open up the trunk or bark exposing the cam-
bium layer.  Take a cutting of a young recently 
budded branch from the desired tree and cut a 
wedged shape piece to fit in this slot or groove 
on the tree.  This is them sealed with plastic to 
prevent moisture loss and hold the graft tightly 
together until it heals (fuses) together.  The re-
maining exposed area is likewise sealed.  And 
finally the scion itself it wrapped in parafilm 
to prevent moisture loss.  Once budding and 
growth occurs this can come off.

The resulting scion is a identical clone of the 
tree it was taken assuring a fruit producing fe-
male genetically equivalent to the desired tree 
and usually same flavored fruit.

A cutting is different.  A cutting is the cutting 
off of a side shoot off of a tree and planting it 
into a pot of soil.  Many species will propagate 
from this again producing an identical female 
tree of the mother for transplant later.  Without 
rootstock however many non-native trees may 
suffer disease problems without being grown on 
rootstock.

Why not grow from seed?
For most trees probably not a good idea.  It is a 
pain to get trees going from seed. And remem-
ber with a seed you have a 50:50 chance of get-
ting a male in those trees with separate sexes 
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which means no fruit.  Also taste wise you get 
the genetic combination of the male and female 
who made it up which is unlikely to be an im-
provement over what you have tasted a female 
parent tree reproducing.

Still there are reasons to try to cross varieties to 
produce a hybrid tree.   Closely related species 
can be hybridized.  The stone fruits for instance 
(The stone fruits: peaches, nectarines, apricot, 
plums and cherries (almonds too)) are all related 
and have been crossed into hybrid species with 
variable success in the taste department.  The 
pome fruits: apples and pears  are now being 
cross-bred.  Such mixed hybrids usually require 
a cross pollinator either from a parent species or 
an equivalent hybrid.

What the heck is root stock?
Rootstock are generally plants from the same 
species of related species that produce trees of 
inferior fruit quality, but are superior in growing 
in the area the tree varieties we want to grow are 
to be grown.  They frequently have superior dis-
ease resistance or drought resistance or a dwarf-
ing varieties, etc.  They are grown for a year, 
and then cut off near the ground and a scion (a 
cutting from the tree variety desire is grafted 
onto the rootstock.  This then usually grows to-
gether and for another year or two before being 
transplanted to a container and shipped.

Wind
It is best not to protect young trees from wind 
as they will usually be weak in life.  But certain 
species and certain areas are prone to breaking 
young trees.  Protection can occur by planting 
near buildings or walls, near dense shrubs or by 
staking them out.  If the latter is used, remove 
any nursery stake present in a container plant 
and drive one six foot long 2 by 2 into the ground 
about 18 inches deep near the side of the tree.  
Fix a rope, old lamp cable or light chain to it and 
loop loosely around the young tree such that it 
is not supporting the tree but will catch the tree 
if it bends more than a two foot arc.  This al-
lows the tree to sway on the wind building up its 
fibrous stamina to resist wind in the future but 
will prevent it from snapping if he wind really 
picks up.  Place another such stake on the direct 
opposite side in a similar manner.  You can use 
an old hose or some other material between a 
chain or cord and the tree to help keep the chain 
or cord from cutting into the trees.

Trees  expected to pollinate should be planted 
directly upwind of their targets using the pre-
vailing winds present during pollen production. 

Protection
Young trees may require protection from a wide 
variety of conditions to get them established 
and keep them healthy.  Too much sun can burn 
them.  Too much heat will kill flowers and there-
fore fruit, and like all plants once the tempera-

ture gets above 85°F they slow down metabo-
lism.

Cold can kill, split plants.  Snow and clinging 
ice can crush trees and break branches.  Freez-
ing can destroy flowers and fruit.

Too little water can kill the tree if the upper root 
layer dries out.  It will certainly redirect its pri-
orities from fruiting that season to regrowing 
the lost tender roots.

Too much water can cause drowning, rot and 
predation.

Wind was just discussed, can break branches, 
cause flower and fruit loss, can cause sever 
evaporation and freezing.

Predation can destroy trees by attacking the 
trunk (borers typically) or the roots.  Predators 
can eat the flowers or the fruits.  Remember if 
anything happens to the flowers no fruits for 
that season.

Lack of a nutrient or pH can sicken a tree mak-
ing it vulnerable to their predation as well as 
killing fruit production.

Protecting the tree from your lawn guy's weed 
whacker or lawn mower can be done by placing 
a barrier cone or 1/2” grid fencing circling the 
trunk.  This can also protect from rabbits that 
like to gnaw on young tree bark.  Painting the 
trunk white with a 50:50 dilution of latex paint 
can protect the trunk from sunburn on exposed 
areas.  Driving a 6 inch deep metal sheeting into 
the ground completely surrounding the tree in 
a four to six foot radius can keep gophers away 
from tender roots and help keep grass stolons 
out.

Planting trees in containers
Books are written on container gardening.   
Growing trees in such pots or planters (like old 
half wine barrels) is a subsection.  A few trees 
can be well adapted to inside growth, but they 
still need to get their chill hours in to fruit.  But 
fortunately containers can be moved outside 
with appropriate freeze protection in the winter.

Reasons for using containers outside is in areas 
without soil like a patio.

Containers inside should be secured from leak-
age onto the floor. 

Containers inside or outside require about twice 
as frequent watering.  Outside containers are 
more susceptible to overheating or freezing.  In-
side plants rarely suffer from insect predation: 
white flies can be an exception enjoying the 
damp soil to lay their eggs...a applied vinegar 
solution repels.  Inside containers are weed free.  
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A mulch of leaves or stone can help inside.

Good candidates for container fruit trees include 
most citrus including kumquats, figs, pomegran-
ate, passionfruit and feijoa.

Disease and Pests
Books have been written just on this.  They are 
usually specific for species, sometimes variet-
ies and environments.   Some susceptible plants 
need not worry because the disease organisms 
of the vector of the disease is not found in the 
geographic location of the  planting.  In other 
cases it may in fact be necessary to employ bar-
riers, surveillance, encourage predation on he 
disease organism or its vector, develop resistant 
varieties, alter conditions to disfavor develop-
ment of the disease or simply forgo a particular 
fruit variety altogether.

Detecting a problem requires familiarity with 
your trees and periodic inspection.  At the first 
sign of a problem hit the Internet and your lo-
cal Cooperative Extension Agent, Ag. Dept or 
Master Gardener for help.  They can often ID 
the culprit and suggest a solution.

Take of photo of the disease to send it, and per-
haps samples if so directed.

On last thing, plants can be toxic to other plants 
(called allelopathic).  Juglones are especially 
noteworthy for trees.  While pecan and hicko-
ry trees secrete inhibitory juglone their toxin is 
pretty much restricted to themselves.   Not so 
the related walnut tree species which can inhibit 
other plants for up to 50 yards from its tree line.

Mulberry trees are notorious allergenic pollen 
producers which is why their male plants are of-
ten banned in municipalities. 

Landscaping
Another category books are dedicated to but in 
this case I am including it for the limited pur-
poses.  Containers can be part of landscaping.

Landscaping can include incorporating a wide 
variety of plants for symmetry and to enhance 
of hide structures, paths and areas.  Timing 
and areas of beautiful flowers and fruits can be 
thought out ahead of time.  Location of trel-
lises and fountains and pathways are included 
in landscaping.   Creating swales and other wa-
terworks designed to slowdown and bank water 
passing thorough the property can as well.

Trees represent an investment in time for the first 
few years of the tree.  But afterwards they need 
only an occasional pruning, fertilizing and wa-
tering and produce hundreds of pound of fruit.  
That is an impressive and efficient bounty.  How 
soon one reaps such a bounty is indicative of the 
species and variety grown and the geographic 
location of the tree.

Powell Gammill is a certified Permaculture De-
sign Consultant whose interests lie in creating 
an environment in which food is grown to benefit 
families and to draw neighbors together.  where 
dependency on outside resources is diminished.  
And properties are improved with use instead of 
being depleted.
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Worse Than Bad: (BAT)F Troop Rides Again
By Bill Buppert
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“AtF is supposed to 
be the sheepdog that 
protects against the 
wolves that prey on 
our southern border, 
but rather than meet 
the wolf head-on, we 
sharpened its teeth 
and added number 
to its claws. All the 
while, we sat idly by 

watching, tracking and noting as it became a 
more efficient killer.”

- ATF Agent John Dodson, August 2011

Sheepdog or government lapdog?

The promotion of the three primary Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms (BATF) should 
come as no surprise.  The government is the en-
tity in everyday life that usually rewards venal, 
unprofessional and vicious behavior on the part 
of its apparatchiks because that is the primary 
means by which government gets things done.  
The Fast and Furious Operation was designed 
as a sting by the ATF to allow straw purchases 
to flow to Mexico through the border states like 
Arizona where I live even though it has also 
been linked to a dozen crime scenes in the US.  
This clown posse intended to allow the semi-
automatic weapons to get into the hands of the 
drug cartels so they could be traced and used 
to identify who was who in the evil narco-con-
glomerates in the greater failed state known as 
Mexico.

I use the term failed state in the common patois 
but as far as I can see it is a wildly successful 
state – a government dominated economy rich 
in agricultural and natural resources squandered 
by the Soviet-style central planning that has 
informed Mexican politics since the Partido 
Revolucionario Institucional (PRI) took over in 
1929.  The 1917 Constitution was an inspiration 
for the 1918 Russian Constitution for the Rus-
sian Soviet Federative Socialist Republic.  Even 
though the PRI lost in 2000, the country contin-
ues to be a collectivist cesspool dominated by 
restriction on the most basic human rights.  It 
was not until 1992 that Mexico started to extri-
cate the state from religion and lifted severe re-
strictions.  By Communist standards, Mexico is 
a close approximation of that wretched idea and 
like China, has been one of those rare Marxoid 
nations whose territorial ambitions have been 
rather muted and lazy beyond their contigu-

ous borders.  I would suggest part of this lies in 
the unique brand of military incompetency that 
places Mexico among the worst armed forces in 
the history of mankind, a circumstance that has 
greatly benefitted America’s yen for expansion 
into the southwestern portion of North America.

The ATF conducted their bumbling operation 
without even informing the American embassy 
in Mexico City which later came to bite them 
badly.  Let’s step back a moment.  A straw pur-
chase is a violation of American gun laws be-
cause it allegedly permits a potential felon or 
other ineligible owner of firearms to get a fire-
arm by having another person purchases it for 
them much like the idiotic alcohol consumption 
laws in America where an adult will purchase 
beer or wine or liquor for someone under age. 
I have stated before that we don’t need to en-
force the 271 Federal gun laws on the books, 
we need to get rid of them and the thousands of 
state and local laws this has created such as the 
urban hellholes like DC and Chicago where gun 
possession by the lawful is rather problematic 
but not for criminal who…ahem…break laws 
for a living. We need to strive to make America 
number one in gun freedoms and not number 
nine behind the Khyber Pass, Finland and New 
Zealand where these countries have no restric-
tions on suppressors, for instance.

If I were to join the rest of the gun community 
in condemning the behavior of the ATF, I would 
be acknowledging that their violation of weap-
ons laws and procedures was a bad event but I 
will not do that.  Don’t get me wrong, the BATF 
should not be funded and their very existence 
is thanks to the need to employ Prohibition-era 
Treasury agents to switch from alcohol regula-
tion to another regulatory activity to retain them 
on the G-Man rolls.  Therefore, the 1934 Na-
tional Firearms Act (NFA) became yet another 
employment opportunity for the state to create 
malum prohibitum laws out of whole cloth and 
cloak it in the mantra of public safety.  Soon to 
be followed by the 1968 Gun Control Act and 
a whole host of noxious Federal regulations 
impairing a man’s ability to arm himself with 
a weapon of his choice; no, I will not speak to 
the Second Amendment because it is attached to 
the very document that allowed all these regula-
tions and laws to exist in the first place.  Sort of 
like waving a title and negotiating with the repo 
man from the bank as your car is being towed 
away.  Who will he listen to?

Are these three supervisors along with the head 
of the BATF part and parcel of a thugocracy and 
clearly illegitimate Federal agency?  Of course.  
Notice I did not employ the silly phrase “rogue 
agency”?  Every last one of them are nothing 
more than tax and debt subsidized enforcement 
divisions whose sin qua non is the maintenance 
and expansion of government power and the 
reduction and elimination of private volition.  
Nothing more and nothing less.

“I share responsibility for mistakes that were made,” said ATF 
supervisor William G. McMahon about Operation Fast and Furi-
ous. (U.S. Congress / August 14, 2011)
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In the end, operation Fast and Furious initiated 
a program that should be a natural part of com-
merce absent any regulation.  Think of it this 
way, the straw purchase is a legal fiction which 
assumes the government should have the ability 
to deny anyone it deems ineligible to arm and 
protect themselves even though it is absolved 
of any necessity nor impetus to provide protec-
tion for individual citizens, therefore leaving 
even violent felons in the hazard for protecting 
themselves. Of course, we know according to 
the government’s own statistics, only eight per-
cent of the population in America’s federal pe-
nal colony is for violent offenders.

What goes unmentioned is the historical arms 
relationship between the US government and 
the Mexican armed forces and constabulary.  
Everything from armored vehicles to thousands 
of weapons and millions of rounds has been 
transferred with the blessing of the US DoD and 
State Department.  One would imagine that the 
pristine reputation of Mexico for lack of cor-
ruption would insure these items never fell into 
the wrong hands of the narco-cartels who are a 
wholly owned subsidiary and creation of the US 
War against Altering Your Own Consciousness 
otherwise known as the War against Prohibited 
Vegetable Matter and Extracts.

So let’s review.  The US government declares 
a war on drugs and guns, it goes on to create 
a linkage between the two in the underground 
economy in Mexico that serves the seemingly 
insatiable market for these prohibited items in 
these united States.  The prohibition on drugs 
creates virtual shadow governments out of the 
drug cartels due to the tremendous monetary as-
sets and violence methodologies they seem to 
wield.  The BATF is convinced that they alone 
can finger and nail all the bad actors in the ille-
gal drug cartels by allowing US domestic buy-
ers to break the law and make straw purchases 
for persons otherwise ineligible for purchasing 
firearms from Federal Firearms License deal-
ers sanctioned by the BATF across the fruited 
plain.  We do know that the other clown posse, 
the DEA, was also complicit in the ill-fated op-
eration. The DEA was even actively strength-
ening the Sinaloa cartel.  They allow said fire-
arms purchase to penetrate the porous southern 
border with Mexico.  They are then surprised 
that the intelligence yield is negligible and they 
cannot account for 1,048 of the 1,418 (page 
60) illegally purchased according to the clown 
posse at the BATF.  The strategy is to hire low 
hanging fruit in the US community with cartel 
connections and then let them feed the weapons 
into the pipeline down to Mexico?  Then they 
lose the trail?  I expect this kind of incompe-
tence and investigative laziness because in the 
already low expectations of performance in the 
Federal law enforcement community, the BATF 
are among the most shabby, scurrilous and vio-
lent of all these alphabet agencies that plague 
the lives of everyday Americans.  They are the 

hybrid equivalent of Barney Fife and Felix Dz-
erzhinsky, a nasty brew of armed incompetence 
bent on enforcing gun laws that should not exist 
in the first place.

In conclusion, we should never be surprised 
when people in the government are promoted 
beyond their competence or rewarded for venal 
and dishonorable behavior.  These are the purest 
hallmarks of the political scum that rises to the 
top of every government enterprise throughout 
the history of man.  Whether professional politi-
cians or their oily apparatchiks, remember that 
these are men whose every enterprise demands 
that they live off the proceeds of others and have 
the firepower to ensure that this notion of ad-
vancement absent merit is ruthlessly enforced.  
Fast and Furious and the brilliant minds that 
crafted the fiasco were merely the latest in a long 
and prodigious march of the thugocracy and ka-
kocracy that is the American government. They 
will not see a jail cell because they have badges 
unlike this woman who faces thirty years in the 
gulag. When an American lawman crosses the 
line:

“the three supervisors have been given new 
management positions at the agency’s head-
quarters in washington. they are william G. 
McMahon, who was the ATF’s deputy director 
of operations in the west, where the illegal traf-
ficking program was focused, and William D. 
Newell and David Voth, both field supervisors 
who oversaw the program out of the agency’s 
Phoenix office.”

I congratulate all of them and am thankful for 
a system that burns into American minds daily 
that we are merely the cattle to ensure that Mr. 
McMahon can continue to quite literally and 
figuratively feed at the government trough and 
be complicit in murder with a get out of jail free 
card.  The irony is that they skirted and warped 
laws that should not exist in the first place.  I 
don’t want any weapons laws whatsoever.  If 
I condemn the agency for not doing a more ef-
fective job enforcing bad laws, what does that 
make me?

Fast and furious, indeed.

“we stand for organized terror – this should be 
frankly admitted. terror is an absolute necessity 
during times of revolution. Our aim is to fight 
against the enemies of the Soviet Government 
and of the new order of life. we judge quickly. 
In most cases only a day passes between the 
apprehension of the criminal and his sentence. 
when confronted with evidence criminals in al-
most every case confess; and what argument 
can have greater weight than a criminal’s own 
confession?”

— Felix Dzerzhinsky
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Puppets and Humans
By Larken Rose
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WHEN people hear 
that my wife and I never 
sent our daughter, Elys-
sa, to the indoctrination 
camps (also known as 
"schools"), most people 
want to know what we 
did instead of school. 
The answer is: from the 
day she was born, we 

treated her as a person, instead of as a machine 
in need of programming, or a slave in need 
of training. Of course, just after birth, a child 
knows almost nothing, and can do almost noth-
ing. Every baby is an ignorant, helpless person, 
but is a person nonetheless.

We also accepted that Elyssa was never our per-
son, but her own person. Since we are responsi-
ble for her existence, we act as temporary care-
takers, but her life never belonged to us. She is 
not a pet, and what she believes and what she 
does with her life is not our decision to make. 
Of course, like all parents, we hoped she would 
turn out to be a decent person, that she would be 
kind, intelligent and talented, and so on. But we 
did not assume we had to make her into some-
thing, but instead saw it as our job to help her 
become whatever she wanted to become.

Now, I won't pretend that we can or should be 
neutral. We try to instill in her what we believe 
to be good values. But we do not follow the 
usual template of, "Believe this, and do that, be-
cause we tell you to, and because we are author-
ity." If we wanted to simply create a clone of 
ourselves, easy to control and program however 
we see fit, we would have purchased a robot, 
instead of having a child. To teach a child blind 
obedience is to teach a child to forsake the thing 
which makes her human: free will.

My wife and I have both gone through the un-
comfortable, existentially disturbing process of 
deprogramming ourselves from the authoritari-
an indoctrination we were both subjected to. No, 
we were not put through any special, unusual, 
cult-like brainwashing rituals. We were only put 
through the accepted, ubiquitous cult-like brain-
washing rituals known as "school." Our parents 
apparently fell for the lie that every human be-
ing needs years of being institutionalized and 
indoctrinated, so that he can be trained to be a 
good citizen and a conforming member of the 
collective. So they sent us to school, where we 
learned that blind obedience is a virtue, and that 
we did not own ourselves, and that we were--
and would always be, and should always be--
the obedient and compliant subjects of a thing 
called "authority" (whether in the form of par-
ents, schools, or "government"). And it took a 
lot of time and effort for us to unlearn that lie.

In contrast, we never raised Elyssa to be any-
one's puppet. She doesn't belong to us, and she 
certainly does not belong to any collective, any 
political entity, or anyone or anything else. We 
did not baptize her into a faith she could not 
possibly understand, and we did not teach her 
to pledge allegiance to any political regime. In 
other words, we did not start her life by plug-
ging her into the Matrix, the way the vast major-
ity of parents do. Most parents think it's perfect-
ly reasonable and moral to institutionalize their 
children for years and years, surrendering their 
offspring to giant indoctrination centers. In fact, 
most parents cannot imagine doing otherwise; 
to be blunt, they cannot imagine raising their 
own children. At the risk of offending almost 
everyone (which is a hobby of mine), about the 
worst thing parents can do is send their children 

to school. And no, I'm not joking.

I won't bother completely rehashing in detail 
what "education" really teaches, as I outline in 
my book, "The Most Dangerous Superstition," 
and as John Taylor Gatto outlines better and 
more thoroughly in his books. In short, what 
passes for an "education" system in this country 
does what it was designed to do when it was 
modeled after the Prussian indoctrination sys-
tem: manufacture a population of unthinking, 
easily controlled, blindly obedient human pup-
pets.

Whatever language and math skills children 
might happen to pick up in school are trivial 
compared to the real message of mainstream 
"education," which is that a good person is an 
obedience, subservient person. The psychologi-
cal experiments done by Stanley Milgram dem-
onstrate, in terrifying detail, just how effective 
the accepted system of authoritarian program-
ming is. In short, Milgram's experiments showed 
that most people who have been "educated" in 
the commonly accepted manner will, at the be-
hest of a perceived "authority," inflict pain and 
suffering upon a complete stranger. Needless to 
say, that is precisely the kind of "citizen" that 
tyrants love. And if that's what you want your 
children to grow up to be, by all means, turn 
them over to the nearest indoctrination camp to 
be molded into unthinking little conformist fas-
cists.

One of the best compliments I ever heard about 
our daughter, Elyssa, was when the parent of one 
of her friends said to us that Elyssa seemed to 
have a "problem with authority." Outstanding! 
So do I. So do all sane people, even if we're still 
a tiny minority. It would be interesting to see the 
Milgram experiments repeated among people 
who were raised by anarchists. I can just picture 
Elyssa, being told to inflict pain on a complete 
stranger, not only immediately refusing to do 
so, but wondering why on earth anyone would 
think she would even consider obeying such an 
order.

(I must confess that the way we have raised Ely-
ssa may have deprived her of partaking fully in 
the time-honored tradition of teenage rebellion. 
After all, what exactly would it look like if a 
teenager tried to rebel against anarchist parents? 
Parent: "Here's what I think, but ultimately you 
have to follow your own conscience and judg-
ment." Child: "No! I'm going to blindly obey 
you without thinking!" Hmmm.)

I cannot imagine what the world would look like 
to someone who was not trained into authority-
worship since birth. And I suspect that Elyssa 
cannot imagine what the world looks like to all 
the people who actually believe that they have 
an obligation to obey the god-complex wind-
bags that infest Washington, DC. Having been 
raised outside of the Matrix, I don't think she'll 
ever really know what it is like to have the au-
thoritarian slave mentality that everyone in my 
generation, and many generations before, had 
hammered into our heads for most of our lives. 
I literally don't think she can ever entirely com-
prehend what it was like to really and truly be-
lieve that a magical thing called "government" 
can actually bestow upon some human beings 
the right to rule over others.

And if our daughter never understands why any-
one would ever believe anything so destructive 
and insane, that's just fine with me.
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tHe following is the 
text of a speech by 
John taylor Gatto ac-
cepting the new York 
City teacher of the 
Year Award on Janu-
ary 31, 1990. It is re-
printed from the Iowa 
State newsletter.

I accept this award on behalf of all the fine 
teachers I’ve known over the years who’ve 
struggled to make their transactions with chil-
dren honourable ones, men and women who are 
never complacent, always questioning, always 
wrestling to define and redefine endlessly what 
the word “education” should mean. A Teacher 
of the Year is not the best teacher around, those 
people are too quiet to be easily uncovered, but 
he is a standard-bearer, symbolic of these pri-
vate people who spend their lives gladly in the 
service of children. This is their award as well 
as mine.

We live in a time of great school crisis. We rank 
at the bottom of 19 industrial nations in reading, 
writing and arithmetic. At the very bottom. The 
world’s narcotic economy is based upon our own 
consumption of the commodity, if we didn’t buy 
so many powdered dreams the business would 
collapse — and schools are an important sales 
outlet. Our teenage suicide rate is the highest in 
the world and suicidal kids are rich kids for the 
most part, not the poor. In Manhattan 50% of 
all new marriages last less than five years. So 
something is wrong for sure.

This is a time of great school crisis and that cri-
sis is interlinked with a greater social crisis in 
the general community. We seem to have lost 
our identity. Children and old people are penned 
up and locked away from the business of the 
world to a degree without precedent — nobody 
talks to them anymore and without children and 
old people mixing in daily life a community has 
no future and no past, only a continuous pres-
ent. In fact, the name “community” hardly ap-
plies to the way we interact with each other. We 
live in networks, not communities, and every-
one I know is lonely because of that. In some 
strange way school is a major actor in this trage-
dy just as it is a major actor in the widening guilt 
among social classes. Using school as a sorting 
mechanism we appear to be on the way to creat-
ing a caste system, complete with untouchables 
who wander through subway trains begging and 
sleep on the streets.

I’ve noticed a fascinating phenomenon in my 25 
years of teaching — that schools and schooling 
are increasingly irrelevant to the great enterpris-
es of the planet. No one believes anymore that 
scientists are trained in science classes or politi-
cians in civics classes or poets in English class-
es. The truth is that schools don’t really teach 
anything except how to obey orders. This is a 
great mystery to me because thousands of hu-
mane, caring people work in schools as teachers 
and aids and administrators but the abstract log-
ic of the institution overwhelms their individual 
contributions. Although teachers do care and do 
work very hard the institution is psychopathic, it 
has no conscience. It rings a bell and the young 
man in the middle of writing a poem must close 
his notebook and move to different cell where 
he must memorize that man and monkeys de-
rive from a common ancestor.

Our form of compulsory schooling is an inven-
tion of the state of Massachusetts around 1850. 
It was resisted — sometimes with guns — by 

an estimated 80% of the Massachusetts popula-
tion, the last outpost in Barnstable on Cape Cod 
not surrendering its children until the 1880′s 
when the area was seized by militia and chil-
dren marched to school under guard.

Now here is a curious idea to ponder. Senator 
Ted Kennedy’s office released a paper not too 
long ago claiming that prior to compulsory edu-
cation the state literacy rate was 98% and after it 
the figure never again reached above 91% where 
it stands in 1990. I hope that interests you.

Here is another curiosity to think about. The 
homeschooling movement has quietly grown 
to a size where one and a half million young 
people are being educated entirely by their own 
parents, last month the education press report-
ed the amazing news that children schooled at 
home seem to be five or even 10 years ahead 
of their formally trained peers in their ability to 
think.

I don’t think we’ll get rid of schools anytime 
soon, certainly not in my lifetime, but if we’re 
going to change what’s rapidly becoming a di-
saster of ignorance we need to realize that the 
school institution “schools” very well, but it 
does not “educate” — that’s inherent in the de-
sign of the thing. It’s not the fault of bad teach-
ers or too little money spent, it’s just impossible 
for education and schooling ever to be the same 
thing.

Schools were designed by Horace Mann and 
Barnard Sears and Harper of the University of 
Chicago and Thorndyke of Columbia Teachers 
College and some other men to be instruments 
of the scientific management of a mass popula-
tion. Schools are intended to produce through 
the application of formulae, formulaic human 
beings whose behaviour can be predicted and 
controlled.

To a very great extent schools succeed in doing 
this, but in a national order increasingly disin-
tegrated, in a national order in which only hu-
manly successful people are independent, self-
reliant, confident, and individualistic (because 
community life which protects the dependent 
and weak is dead and only networks remain), 
the products of schooling are, as I’ve said, ir-
relevant. Well-schooled people are irrelevant. 
They can sell film and razor blades, push paper 
and talk on the telephones, or sit mindlessly be-
fore a flickering computer terminal but as hu-
man beings they are useless. Useless to others 
and useless to themselves.

The daily misery around us is, I think in large 
measure caused by the fact that — as Paul Good-
man put it 30 years ago — we force children to 
grow up absurd. Any reform in schooling has to 
deal with its absurdities.

It is absurd and anti-life to be part of a system 
that compels you to sit in confinement with 
people of exactly the same age and social class. 
That system effectively cuts you off from the 
immense diversity of life and the synergy of va-
riety, indeed it cuts you off from your own part 
and future, scaling you to a continuous present 
much the same way television does.

It is absurd and anti-life to be part of a system 
that compels you to listen to a stranger read-
ing poetry when you want to learn to construct 
buildings, or to sit with a stranger discussing the 
construction of buildings when you want to read 
poetry.
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Continued from Page 46 - John Gatto: Teacher of the Year Acceptance Speech 
It is absurd and anti-life to move from cell to 
cell at the sound of a gong for every day of your 
natural youth in an institution that allows you 
no privacy and even follows you into the sanc-
tuary of your home demanding that you do its 
“homework”.

“How will they learn to read?!” you say and my 
answer is “Remember the lessons of Massa-
chusetts.” When children are given whole lives 
instead of age-graded ones in cellblocks they 
learn to read, write, and do arithmetic with ease 
if those things make sense in the kind of life that 
unfolds around them.

But keep in mind that in the United States al-
most nobody who reads, writes or does arithme-
tic gets much respect. We are a land of talkers, 
we pay talkers the most and admire talkers the 
most and so our children talk constantly, follow-
ing the public models of television and school 
teachers. It is very difficult to teach the “basics” 
anymore because they really aren’t basic to the 
society we’ve made.

Two institutions at present control our children’s 
lives — television and schooling, in that order. 
Both of these reduce the real world of wisdom, 
fortitude, temperance, and justice to a never-
ending, non-stopping abstraction. In centuries 
past the time of a child and adolescent would be 
occupied in real work, real charity, real adven-
tures, and the realistic search for mentors who 
might teach what you really wanted to learn. A 
great deal of time was spent in community pur-
suits, practicing affection, meeting and studying 
every level of the community, learning how to 
make a home, and dozens of other tasks neces-
sary to become a whole man or woman.

But here is the calculus of time the children I 
teach must deal with:

•	 Out of 168 hours in each week my children 
sleep 56. That leaves them 112 hours a week 
out of which to fashion a self.

•	 My children watch 55 hours of television a 
week according to recent reports. That leaves 
them 57 hours a week in which to grow up.

•	 My children attend school 30 hours a week, 
use about 6 hours getting ready, going and 
coming home, and spend an average of 7 hours 
a week in homework, a total of 45 hours.

During that time they are under constant sur-
veillance, have no private time or private space, 
and are disciplined if they try to assert individu-
ality in the use of time or space. That leaves 12 
hours a week out of which to create a unique 
consciousness. Of course, my kids eat, and that 
takes some time–not much because they’ve lost 
the tradition of family dining, but if we allot 3 
hours a week to evening meals we arrive at a net 
amount of private time for each child of 9 hours.

It’s not enough. It’s not enough, is it? The richer 
the kid, or course, the less television he watches 
but the rich kid’s time is just as narrowly pro-
scribed by a somewhat broader catalogue of 
commercial entertainments and his inevitable 
assignment to a series of private lessons in areas 
seldom of his actual choice.

And these things are oddly enough just a more 
cosmetic way to create dependent human be-
ings, unable to fill their own hours, unable to 
initiate lines of meaning to give substance and 
pleasure to their existence. It’s a national dis-
ease, this dependency, and aimlessness, and I 
think schooling and television and lessons — 
the entire Chautauqua idea — has a lot to do 
with it.

Think of the things that are killing us as a nation 
— narcotic drugs, brainless competition, recre-
ational sex, the pornography of violence, gam-
bling, alcohol, and the worst pornography of all 
— lives devoted to buying things, accumulation 
as a philosophy, all of them are additions of de-
pendent personalities and that is what our brand 
of schooling must inevitably produce.

I want to tell you what the effect is on children 
of taking all their time from them — time they 
need to grow up — and forcing them to spend 
it on abstractions. You need to hear this because 
no reform that doesn’t attack these specific pa-
thologies will be anything more than a facade.

1. The children I teach are indifferent to the adult 
world. This defies the experience of thousands 
of years. A close study of what big people were 
up to was always the most exciting occupation 
of youth, but nobody wants to grow up these 
days and who can blame them? Toys are us.

2. The children I teach have almost no curiosity 
and what they do have is transitory; they cannot 
concentrate for very long, even on things they 
choose to do. Can you see a connection between 
the bells ringing again and again to change 
classes and this phenomenon of evanescent at-
tention?

3. The children I teach have a poor sense of the 
future, of how tomorrow is inextricably linked 
to today. As I said before, they have a continu-
ous present, the exact moment they are at is the 
boundary of their consciousness.

4. The children I teach are ahistorical, they have 
no sense of how past has predestined their own 
present, limiting their choices, shaping their 
values and lives.

5. The children I teach are cruel to each other, 
they lack compassion for misfortune, they laugh 
at weakness, they have contempt for people 
whose need for help shows too plainly.

6. The children I teach are uneasy with intimacy 
or candour. My guess is that they are like many 
adopted people I’ve known in this respect — 
they cannot deal with genuine intimacy because 
of a lifelong habit of preserving a secret inner 
self inside a larger outer personality made up of 
artificial bits and pieces of behaviour borrowed 
from television or acquired to manipulate teach-
ers. Because they are not who they represent 
themselves to be the disguise wears thin in the 
presence of intimacy so intimate relationships 
have to be avoided.

7. The children I teach are materialistic, follow-
ing the lead of school teachers who materialisti-
cally “grade” everything — and television men-
tors who offer everything in the world for free.

8. The children I teach are dependent, passive, 
and timid in the presence of new challenges. 
This is frequently masked by surface bravado, 
or by anger or aggressiveness but underneath is 
a vacuum without fortitude.

I could name a few other conditions that school 
reform would have to tackle if our national de-
cline is to be arrested, but by now you will have 
grasped my thesis, whether you agree with it or 
not. Either schools have caused these patholo-
gies or television or both. It’s a simple matter 
[of] arithmetic, between schooling and televi-
sion all the time the children have is eaten away. 
That’s what has destroyed the American fam-
ily, it is no longer a factor in the education of 

Continues on Page 48



48

48

Continued from Page 47 - John Gatto: Teacher of the Year Acceptance Speech 

its own children. Television and schooling, in 
those things the fault must lie.

What can be done? First we need a ferocious 
national debate that doesn’t quit, day after day, 
year after year. We need to scream and argue 
about this school thing until it is fixed or broken 
beyond repair, one or the other. If we can fix 
it, fine; if we cannot then the success of home-
schooling shows a different road to take that has 
great promise. Pouring the money we now pour 
into family education might kill two birds with 
one stone, repairing families as it repairs chil-
dren.

Genuine reform is possible but it shouldn’t cost 
anything. We need to rethink the fundamental 
premises of schooling and decide what it is we 
want all children to learn and why. For 140 years 
this nation has tried to impose objectives down-
ward from the lofty command centre made up 
of “experts”, a central elite of social engineers. 
It hasn’t worked. It won’t work. And it is a gross 
betrayal of the democratic promise that once 
made this nation a noble experiment. the Rus-
sian attempt to create Plato’s republic in East-
ern Europe has exploded before [our] eyes, our 
own attempt to impose the same sort of central 
orthodoxy using the schools as an instrument 
is also coming apart at the seams, albeit more 
slowly and painfully. It doesn’t work because 
it’s fundamental premises are mechanical, anti-
human, and hostile to family life. Lives can be 
controlled by machine education but they will 
always fight back with weapons of social pa-
thology — drugs, violence, self-destruction, in-
difference, and the symptoms I see in the chil-
dren I teach.

It’s high time we looked backwards to regain an 
educational philosophy that works. One I like 
particularly well has been a favourite of the rul-
ing classes of Europe for thousands of years. I 
use as much of it as I can manage in my own 
teaching, as much, that is, as I can get away 
with given the present institution of compulsory 
schooling. I think it works just as well for poor 
children as for rich ones.

At the core of this elite system of education is 
the belief that self-knowledge is the only ba-
sis of true knowledge. Everywhere in this sys-
tem, at every age, you will find arrangements 
to place the child alone in an unguided setting 
with a problem to solve. Sometimes the prob-
lem is fraught with great risks, such as the prob-
lem of galloping a horse or making it jump, but 
that, of course, is a problem successfully solved 
by thousands of elite children before the age of 
ten. Can you imagine anyone who had mastered 
such a challenge ever lacking confidence in his 
ability to do anything? Sometimes the problem 
is the problem of mastering solitude, as Thoreau 
did at Walden pond, or Einstein did in the Swiss 
customs house.

One of my former students, Roland Legiardi-
Lura, though both his parents were dead and 
he had no inheritance, took a bicycle across the 
United States alone when he was hardly out of 
boyhood. Is it any wonder then that in manhood 
when he decided to make a film about Nicara-
gua, although he had no money and no prior 
experience with film-making, that it was an in-
ternational award-winner — even though his 
regular work was as a carpenter.

Right now we are taking all the time from our 
children that they need to develop self-knowl-
edge. That has to stop. We have to invent school 
experiences that give a lot of that time back, we 
need to trust children from a very early age with 
independent study, perhaps arranged in school 

but which takes place away from the institution-
al setting. We need to invent curriculum where 
each kid has a chance to develop private unique-
ness and self-reliance.

A short time ago I took $70 and sent a 12-year-
old girl from my class with her non-English 
speaking mother on a bus down the New Jer-
sey coast to take the police chief of Sea Bright 
to lunch and apologize for polluting [his] beach 
with a discarded Gatorade bottle. In exchange 
for this public apology I had arranged with the 
police chief for the girl to have a one-day ap-
prenticeship in a small town police procedures. 
A few days later two more of my 12-year-old 
kids traveled alone to West First Street from 
Harlem where they began an apprenticeship 
with a newspaper editor, next week three of my 
kids will find themselves in the middle of the 
Jersey swamps at 6 A.M. in the morning study-
ing the mind of a trucking company president as 
he dispatches 18-wheelers to Dallas, Chicago, 
and Los Angeles.

Are these “special” children in a “special” 
program? Well, in one sense, yes, but nobody 
knows about this program but myself and the 
kids. They’re just nice kids from Central Har-
lem, bright and alert, but so badly schooled when 
they came to me that most of them can’t add or 
subtract with any fluency. And not a single one 
knew the population of New York City or how 
far it is from New York to California.

Does that worry me? Of course, but I am confi-
dent that as they gain self-knowledge they’ll also 
become self-teachers — and only self-teaching 
has any lasting value.

We’ve got to give kids independent time right 
away because that is the key to self-knowledge, 
and we must re-involve them with the real world 
as fast as possible so that the independent time 
can be spent on something other than more ab-
straction. This is an emergency, it requires dras-
tic action to correct — our children are dying 
like flies in schooling, good schooling or bad 
schooling, it’s all the same. Irrelevant.

What else does a restructured school system 
need? It needs to stop being a parasite on the 
working community. Of all the pages in the hu-
man ledger, only our tortured entry has ware-
housed children and asked nothing of them in 
service to the general good. For a while I think 
we need to make community service a required 
part of schooling. Besides the experience in act-
ing unselfishly that will teach, it is the quickest 
way to give young children real responsibility 
in the mainstream of life.

For five years I ran a guerrilla program where 
I had every kid, rich and poor, smart and dip-
sy, give 320 hours a year of hard community 
service. Dozens of those kids came back to me 
years later, grown up, and told me that one ex-
perience of helping someone else changed their 
lives. It taught them to see in new ways, to re-
think goals and values. It happened when they 
were 13, in my Lab School program — only 
made possible because my rich school district 
was in chaos. When “stability” returned the Lab 
was closed. It was too successful with a wildly 
mixed group of kids, at too small of a cost, to 
be allowed to continue. We made the expensive 
elite programs look bad.

There is no shortage of real problems in the 
city. Kids can be asked to help solve them in 
exchange for the respect and attention of the to-
tal adult world. Good for kids, good for all the 
rest of us. That’s curriculum that teaches Jus-
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tice, one of the four cardinal virtues in every 
system of elite education. What’s sauce for the 
rich and powerful is surely sauce for the rest of 
us — what is more, the idea is absolutely free as 
are all other genuine reform ideas in education. 
Extra money and extra people put into this sick 
institution will only make it sicker.

Independent study, community service, adven-
tures in experience, large doses of privacy and 
solitude, a thousand different apprenticeships, 
the one day variety or longer — these are all 
powerful, cheap and effective ways to start a 
real reform of schooling. But no large-scale re-
form is ever going to work to repair our dam-
aged children and our damaged society until we 
force the idea of “school” open — to include 
FAMILY as the main engine of education. The 
Swedes realized that in 1976 when they effec-
tively abandoned the system of adopting un-
wanted children and instead spent national time 
and treasure on reinforcing the original family so 
that children born to Swedes were wanted. They 
didn’t succeed completely but they did succeed 
in reducing the number of unwanted Swedish 
children from 6000 in l976 to 15 in 1986. So it 
can be done. The Swedes just got tired of pay-
ing for the social wreckage caused by children 
not raised by their natural parents so they did 
something about it. We can, too.

FAMILY is the main engine of education. If we 
use schooling to break children away from par-
ents — and make no mistake, that has been the 
central function of schools since John Cotton 
announced it as the purpose of the Bay Colony 
schools in 1650 and Horace Mann announced it 
as the purpose of Massachusetts schools in 1850 
— we’re going to continue to have the horror 
show we have right now. THE CURRICULUM 
OF FAMILY is at the heart of any good life, 
we’ve gotten away from that curriculum, time 
to return to it. The way to sanity in education 

is for our schools to take the lead in releasing 
the stranglehold of institutions on family life, to 
promote during school time confluences of par-
ent and child that will strengthen family bonds. 
That was my real purpose in sending the girl 
and her mother down the Jersey coast to meet 
the police chief. I have many ideas to make a 
family curriculum and my guess is that a lot of 
you will have many ideas, too, once you begin 
to think about it. Our greatest problem in get-
ting the kind of grass-roots thinking going that 
could reform schooling is that we have large 
vested interests pre-emptying all the air time 
and profiting from schooling just exactly as it is 
despite rhetoric to the contrary. We have to de-
mand that new voices and new ideas get a hear-
ing, my ideas and yours. We’ve all had a belly-
ful of authorized voices mediated by television 
and the press — a decade long free-for-all de-
bate is what is called for now, not any more “ex-
pert” opinions. Experts in education have never 
been right, their “solutions” are expensive, self-
serving, and always involve further centraliza-
tion. Enough. Time for a return to Democracy, 
Individuality, and Family. I’ve said my piece. 
Thank you.
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to prosper in a world 
in such need of what 
she offers, the domi-
nating thought in my 
mind is how grateful I 
am for her having been 
such an important part 
of something so ap-
preciated by so many 
people,… and no one 
is more appreciative 
than her loving Father 
and Mother.

This 4th Edition of 
the Freedoms Phoe-
nix Digital Magazine 
focused on “Raising 
Generation Next”, and all that I can really add 
to the great articles presented is that the first in-
gredient in raising super additions to humanity 
is the desire to do so. It is my hope that the re-
sources listed and the hyperlinks provided (just 
the product of some Search Engine inquiries and 
are not an endorsement, just a start) are of help 
in your search to fulfill your desire to raise a 
new generation of liberty loving human beings 
that will be a welcome addition to the Universe.

Anyone that has spent any time with our fam-
ily over the years knows that I love all of my 
children very much, but many often hear me 
say, “when I grow up, I want to be just like Si-
erra”. Sierra, thank you for making your Dad a 
better human being and providing your Mother 
and I with the peace of mind that you’ll survive 
what’s coming with a smile on your face that 
will infect everyone around you.

Love,
Mom and Dad
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Freedoms Phoenix is a tool for liberty that con-
tinues to improve and expand in its scope and 
effectiveness. An essential part of that develop-
ment is due directly to the involvement of my 
daughter Sierra Hancock.

Without Sierra’s intelligence and work ethic it 
would have been impossible to have expanded 
the capacity of FreedomsPhoenix to the level 
it is now over the last 19 months. Sierra’s de-
votion to herself and her work as an Editor at 
FreedomsPhoenix, Producer of “Declare Your 
Independence” radio show and Editor-in-Chief 
of the Digital Magazine, since February 2010 
has set a standard of professionalism that has 
infected us all.

At 8 years of age Sierra was an important mem-
ber of the crew for our family restaurant that we 
owned for over 5 years, and she homeschooled 
for her entire 6th grade year learning every as-
pect of the restaurant business while also work-
ing as an apprentice at the local animal hospital 
(it seems every 12 year old girl wants to be a 
Veterinarian).

Sierra has spent the last month preparing for a 
life outside of the family businesses by train-
ing Gwen Strmic to take over her duties. Sierra 
has created the Manuals and Checklists needed 
to even have a chance of knowing all that she 
has been responsible for over the last year and 
a half.

Tens of thousands are influenced by her efforts 
and enjoy her expertise everyday. Sierra has set 
the highest standards for journalism, and her 
contributions to the pursuit of the truth has been 
responsible for the frequent blushes of guilt by 
the faces of those in the highest positions of 
power on this planet,… and all at the age of 21.
As my beautiful daughter, and youngest of four, 
moves on to enjoy her youth and use her skills 
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Books

Balancing the Sword is a com-
prehensive study package that 
incorporates thousands of 
questions, tens of thousands of 
cross references, over a thou-
sand illustrations, and over a 
thousand encouraging quotes, 
web support, and a flexible 
software for designing your 
reading schedule.

The backbone of the Balancing the Sword cur-
riculum follows a Q&A format.  Thought pro-
voking questions engage you which increases 
understanding, retention, and interest.  Differ-
ent than study guides which ask the reader how 
he or she feels about a passage, the questions 
and fill-in-the-blank sentences of Balancing the 
Sword are all objective in nature.  Balancing the 
Sword helps you frame-up what the passage ac-
tually says leaving the interpretation to the Holy 
Spirit, you, and your spiritual leader:  pastor, 
husband, teacher, parents, elder, or bishop.

Each book is a Smythe-sewn, hardback with over 
600 pages, over 3500 question, almost 27,000 
cross references, over 500 images, and over 500 
quotes.  They robust books are designed to be 
used on a daily basis and to last for decades to 
come.
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This is a list of organizations that serve the 
homeschool community at a national level.  If 
you are looking for state homeschool organiza-
tions, please go here.

    The Adventist Home Educator – Providing 
support, encouragement and information for 
SDA parents who choose to educate their chil-
dren at home.
        -Judy Shewmake, editor
        -P. O. Box 836, Camino, CA 95709
        -Phone: 530/647-2110
        -E-mail: judyshewmake@internet49.com
    The Conservative Homeschooler -For current 
& soon to be homeschooling Moms AND Dads 
to share conservative, social & traditional val-
ues & talk about homeschooling!
    DFW Homeschool Cafe - DFW Homeschool 
Cafe is a support group for minority homeschool 
families. Our main goal is to help and support 
each other in our homeschool journey, while 
preparing our children for life.
    Home School Foundation - The Home School 
Foundation is the charitable arm of the Home 
School Legal Defense Association (HSLDA) 
and is dedicated to bringing hope and tangible 
help to homeschoolers in need. The Foundation 
is a 501c(3) charitable organization, approved 
by the ECFA (Evangelical Council for Financial 
Accountability), and has a variety funds which 
provided nearly 1 million dollars in assistance 
and related expenses to homeschooling families 
last year.
    Home School Legal Defense Association
    Homeschoolers For Life - a national organiza-
tion headquartered in Virginia whose mission is 
to help prolife homeschooling families include 
prolife work and activism, at an age appropriate 
level, into their family lives and curriculum.
    Institute in Basic Life Principles - Home of 
the ATIA homeschool program
    NATHAN - NATional cHallenged Home-
schoolers Associated Network - international 
organization for homeschoolers for people deal-
ing with disabilities
    The National Academy for Child Develop-
ment - designs very specific home educational 
and therapeutic programs for infants, children 
and adults given the labels including; Learning 
Disabled, Dyslexic, Distractible, ADD, ADHD, 
Hyperactive, Down Syndrome, Fetal Alcohol 
Syndrome, Williams Syndrome, Tourettes Syn-
drome, Rhetts Syndrome, Fragile X, Develop-
mentally Delayed, PDD, Autistic, Cerebral Pal-
sy, Brain Injured, Comatose, Retarded, Minimal 
Brain Dysfunction, Normal, Accelerated, and 
Gifted.
    NHERI - National Home Education Research 
Institute

Ms. Susanne L. Bain:  Homeschool
Conference Speaker and Workshop Leader 

National Homeschool Organizations and
Information

ABOUT NANCY

Nancy S. Buck, Ph.D. completed her doctor-
al studies in developmental psychology with 
a specialization in parenting. She has created 
Peaceful Parenting® applying choice theory to 
parenting. This represents not only her twenty 
years of studying and teaching choice theory 
around the country but also her twenty years 
of parenting her identical twin sons. Nancy’s 
genuine, warm and authentic teaching style is 
clear and concise, helping learners move from 
the theoretical to the practical. Because the the-

Peaceful Parenting Inc.
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The Association Montessori Internationale was 
founded in 1929 by Dr. Maria Montessori to 
maintain the integrity of her life's work, and to
ensure that it would be perpetuated after her 
death. AMI's activities include:

•	 Providing guidance for AMI training courses;
•	 Co-ordinating a Training of Trainers pro-

gramme;
•	 Guiding the manufacturers recognised by 

AMI in the production of approved Montes-
sori materials;

•	 Overseeing the publication of Dr. Montes-
sori's books;

•	 Organising congresses and study conferenc-
es;

•	 Affiliating Montessori Societies; and
•	 Publishing the magazine 'Communications', 

the AMI Bulletin and a website.

The Association Montessori Internationale
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HOMESCHOOL BOOK LIST
There are many books related to home educa-
tion on the market today and new ones are
being published all the time. The DHCH lend-
ing library has several titles that may prove
helpful. You can also check your local library, 
bookseller, Christian store, or online at
amazon.com or christianbook.com. The follow-
ing in particular are highly recommended:

• 100 Top Picks for Homeschool Curriculum, 
by Cathy Duffy.

• A Field Guide to Homeschooling, by Chris-
tine Field.

• A Mom Just Like You, by Vickie Farris.

• The Basic Steps to Successful Home School-
ing, by Vicki A. Brady.

• Beyond Survival: A Guide to Abundant-Life 
Homeschooling, by Diana Waring.

• A Biblical Home Education, by Ruth Beechick.

• Christian Home Educators’ Curriculum 
Manual: Elementary Grades, by Cathy Duffy.

• Christian Home Educators’ Curriculum 
Manual: Junior/Senior High, by Cathy Duffy.

• Christian Unschooling: Growing Your Chil-
dren in the Freedom of Christ, by Teri J. Brown
& Elissa M. Wahl.

• Creative Home Schooling for Gifted Chil-
dren, by Lisa Rivero.

• Dumbing us Down: The Hidden Curriculum 
of Compulsory Schooling, by John Taylor Gat-
to.

• Easy Homeschool-
ing Techniques, by 
Lorraine Curry.

• Educating the 
W h o l e - H e a r t e d 
Child, by Clay & 
Sally Clarkson.

• Encyclopedia of 
Bible Truths for 
School Subjects, by 
Ruth Haycock.

• For the Children’s 
Sake: Foundations 
of Excellence for 
Home and School, 
by Susan
Schaeffer Macaulay.

• The Hands-on 
Dad, by Rick Boyer.

• The High School 
Handbook: Junior 
and Senior High 
at Home, by Mary 
Schofield.

• Home Grown Kids, 

by Dr. Raymond & Dorothy Moore.

• Home Schooling: A Better Education for 
Your Child, by Susanne Bain.

• Home Schooling Children With Special 
Needs, by Sharon C. Hensley.
• Homeschooling at the Speed of Life, by Mari-
lyn Rockett.

• The Homeschooling Father, by Michael Far-
ris.
• Homeschooling Methods: Seasoned Advice 
on Learning Styles, by Paul & Gena Suarez.

• Homeschooling: The Teen Years, by Cafi Co-
hen & Janie Levine Hellyer.

• How Do You Know They Know What They 
Know, by Teresa M. Moon.

• How to Get Your Child Off the Refrigerator 
and on to Learning, by Carol Barnier.

• Learning for Life: Educational Words of Wis-
dom, by Teri Ann Berg Olsen.

• Mary Pride’s Complete Guide to Getting 
Started in Homeschooling, by Mary Pride.

• The Original Home Schooling Series (6 vol-
umes), by Charlotte Mason.

• The Relaxed Home School, by Mary Hood.

• The Right Choice: Homeschooling, by Chris-
topher J. Klicka.

• The Socialization Trap, by Rick Boyer.

• Strengths of Their Own: Home Schoolers 
Across America, by Brian D. Ray.

• The Successful Homeschool Family Hand-
book, by Dr. Raymond & Dorothy Moore.

• Teach Your Own, by John Holt.

• What Your Child Needs to Know When: An 
Evaluation Checklist for Grades K-8, by Robin
Scarlata Sampson.

• You Can Teach Your Child Successfully, by 
Ruth Beechick.
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ory is clearly and continuously explained and 
referred to, learners not only understand HOW 
to parent more effectively, they also understand 
WHY moving from external control parenting 
to internal control parenting is more effective.

Nancy is well recognized and applauded for her 
down to earth, human, charismatic and humor-
ous style of working with audiences of any size. 
With the information and support provided by 
Nancy, parents can improve their ability to par-
ent. This results in an improved quality of life 
for every member of a family.

The simple truth is that when we strengthen fam-
ilies, we nurture and fulfill our children's need 
for trust, respect, and affection, and ultimately 
provide a lifelong foundation for healthy, en-
during relationships.

API promotes parenting practices that create 
strong, healthy emotional bonds between chil-
dren and their parents. For life. So they can take 
those bonds with them into their adult lives and 
share them with their children. And their chil-
dren can do the same. A life cycle of compas-
sion and connection.

Through education, support, advocacy and re-
search, our principal goal is to heighten global 
awareness of the profound significance of secure 
attachment - not only to invest in our children's 
bright futures, but to reduce and ultimately pre-
vent emotional and physical mistreatment of 
children, addiction, crime, behavioral disorders, 
mental illness, and other outcomes of early un-
healthy attachment.

The Faces of API

Attachment Parenting International

Continues on Page 53
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The Krishnamurti Foundation of America
Who We Are

The Krishnamurti Foundation 
of America is located in Ojai, 
California. It was founded in 
1969 by Jiddu Krishnamurti, 
who lived from 1895 to 1986, 
and is regarded as one of the 
greatest philosophical and 
spiritual figures of the twen-
tieth century. There are also 

Krishnamurti foundations in England (Krish-
namurti Foundation Trust); India (Krishnamurti 
Foundation India); Canada (Krishnamurti Ed-
ucational Centre); and Spain (the Fundacion 
Krishnamurti Latinoamericana).

Krishnamurti claimed allegiance to no caste, 
nationality or religion and was bound by no 
tradition. For nearly sixty years he traveled the 
world and spoke spontaneously to large audi-
ences until the end of his life in 1986 at the age 
of ninety. In his talks, he pointed out to people 
the need to transform themselves through self 
knowledge, by being aware of the subtleties of 
their thoughts and feelings in daily life, and how 
this movement can be observed through the mir-
ror of relationship. Krishnamurti was also pas-
sionately interested in education, and founded 
nine schools, one each in America and England, 
and seven in India.

Krishnamurti’s lifetime body of work spans 
more than 60 years. The mission of the KFA is 
to preserve and disseminate his teachings, which 
it does through a variety of different programs. 
These include the operation of a publishing di-
vision (books, CDs, DVDs, audio/video tapes, Continues on Page 54

MariaMontessori.com 
MariaMontessori.com is a project from the 
Montessori Administrators Association (MAA) 
with a goal of providing accurate and relevant 
information about the Montessori method of 
education to parents around the world.

MAA is a registered 501c3 non profit corpo-
ration comprised of Montessori administra-
tors from across the United States. Its mission 
is to support the administration of Montessori 
schools by providing opportunities for renewal, 
networking, continuing education, and the ex-
change of ideas and experiences; to address the 
staffing needs of Montessori schools by sup-
porting AMI Training Centers, Teacher Trainers 
and Trainers-in-training, as well as recruiting 
candidates for teacher-training; and to work in 
partnership with AMI and the AMI training cen-
ters to promote children’s issues and a greater 
understanding of the Montessori approach to 
education as an “aid to life.”

Home School Legal Defense Association
Home School Legal Defense Association is a 
nonprofit advocacy organization established to 
defend and advance the constitutional right of 
parents to direct the education of their children 
and to protect family freedoms. Through annual 
memberships, HSLDA is tens of thousands of 
families united in service together, providing a 
strong voice when and where needed.

HSLDA advocates on the legal front on be-
half of our members in matters which include 
conflicts with state or local officials over home-
schooling. Each year, thousands of member fam-

Attachment Parenting International (API) is 
a 501c3 non-profit organization supported by 
memberships, donations and volunteers. API 
accomplishes a great deal with efficiency - in-
curring only minimal expenses by employing a 
small staff, engaging a large devoted volunteer 
base and managing the organization in a virtual 
office environment. This organizational model 
enables API to have nationwide impact while 
getting the most out of every dollar. 

and increasingly downloadable text, audio and 
video), the operation of Oak Grove School 
(pre-K through 12) in Ojai, California, residen-
tial seminars exploring topics in the teachings 
through interpersonal dialogues, and the oppor-
tunity to use the KFA’s retreat and library facil-
ity for contemplation and study.

The Krishnamurti Foundation of America (KFA) 
is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization, tax ID 
23-7018406. Donations are tax-deductible to 
the extent of the law.

http://www.kfa.org/
http://www.kfa.org/who-we-are.php
http://www.amazon.com/dp/0060648767/ref=as_li_ss_til?tag=freesphoe-20&camp=213381&creative=390973&linkCode=as4&creativeASIN=0060648767&adid=1TS91WEZYF7VZ1EBWT6E&
http://mariamontessori.com/mm/
http://mariamontessori.com/mm/
http://www.hslda.org/
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ilies receive legal con-
sultation by letter and 
phone, hundreds more 
are represented through 
negotiations with local 
officials, and dozens are 
represented in court pro-
ceedings. HSLDA also 
takes the offensive, filing 
actions to protect mem-
bers against government 
intrusion and to estab-
lish legal precedent. On 
occasion, HSLDA will 
handle precedent-setting 
cases for nonmembers, 
as well.

HSLDA advocates on 
Capitol Hill by track-
ing federal legislation 
that affects homeschool-
ing and parental rights. 
HSLDA works to defeat 
or amend harmful bills, 
but also works proac-
tively, introducing legis-
lation to protect and pre-
serve family freedoms.

HSLDA advocates in state legislatures, at the 
invitation of state homeschool organizations, by 
assisting individual states in drafting language 
to improve their homeschool legal environment 
and to fight harmful legislation.

HSLDA advocates in the media by presenting 
articulate and knowledgeable spokesmen to the 
press on the subject of homeschooling. HSLDA 
staff members are regularly called upon for ra-
dio, television, and print interviews, and their 
writings are frequently published in newspapers 

Home Education Maga-
zine was in the middle of 
developing this website 
and new expanded pres-
ence on the world wide 
web. Without notice our 
current host terminated our 
month to month lease. We 
apologize for our mess, the 
site was not to ready till 
October. Please bare with 
us, we anticipate we will 
have all the great stories 
running tomorrow so check back then. And 90 
percent of the content is already available. 8,000 
pages of more than 2 decades of educational in-
formation, support and history.

Home Education Magazine

and magazines across the country. HSLDA’s 
own bimonthly magazine, the Home School 
Court Report, provides news and commentary 
on a host of current issues affecting homeschool-
ers. And its two-minute daily radio broadcast, 
Home School Heartbeat, can be heard on nearly 
500 radio stations.

HSLDA advocates for the movement by com-
missioning and presenting quality research on 
the progress of homeschooling. Whether it’s in 
print, from the podium, or on the air, HSLDA 
provides insightful vision and leadership for the 
cause of homeschooling.

Home School Legal Defense Association . . . 
tens of thousands of American families working 
through more than 50 dedicated staff members 
to preserve each other’s right to homeschool . . 
. together, “Advocates for Family & Freedom.”
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