
 
P.O. Box 725007 · Atlanta, Georgia 31139 · (678)324-3240 · Fax (678) 324-3290  

 

 
 

 
 
 

September 9, 2008 
 
The Honorable Ron Paul 
Committee to Re-Elect Ron Paul 
837 W. Plantation 
Clute, TX 77531 
 
Dear Dr. Paul: 
 
Our nation is fast approaching a precipice that, if crossed, will damage our liberty in 
ways we can hardly imagine. 
 
While the current and past presidential administrations increased both the size and 
intrusiveness of the federal government, the next President of the United States will 
be handed what may be seen as a mandate by the voting public to continue that trend. 
 
Whether a Republican or Democrat governs our nation, the direction is clear: our 
freedom and our prosperity will continue to suffer to a degree that may not be 
recoverable.  
 
As it currently stands, our public leaders have lost their deference for our 
Constitution.  They see the words within that magnificent document as little more 
than romantic notions from a simpler time. 
 
I can no longer appease or defend those men and women who have lost respect for a 
document that deserves nothing less than honorable understanding and adherence. 
 
The Constitution is far more than the highlight of our National Archives.  Our 
Constitution is a document formed by the blood of patriots, and the foundation for 
our very way of life. 
 
Throughout our national history, countless Americans served to protect our founding 
principles.  They served on the soil of numerous battlefields, on the hardwood floors 
of our nation's courts, on the marble tiles of our Capitol, and on the asphalt of our 
streets.   With their strength, their dedication and their wisdom, they slowed the 
erosion of liberty in our United States. 
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Sadly, few such patriots remain today. 
 
Many of our citizens have lost, or have never fully understood, the importance of 
liberty.     
 
“Liberty.” The word itself has been abused and set aside only to be used as patriotic 
filler in stump speeches and sound bites. 
 
As I have learned, liberty, is a bold word.  It is not to be used simply and its meaning 
is to be made clear. 
 
Liberty is a state of freedom. Liberty is not granted or reserved to a privileged few.   It 
is my right and yours to live our lives as we see fit, through our proper or even poor 
decisions.  
 
Six words elegantly placed together by Thomas Jefferson clarified the intent of our 
Fathers when founding this nation:  "We are endowed by our Creator. . ." 
 
That fighting document, the Declaration of Independence, made clear our individual 
sovereignty to be protected by a government later formed and guided by the law of 
the Constitution. 
 
Were it written by Washington, D.C.’s “leaders,” today, it would begin with: "We are 
temporarily granted by the Department of Homeland Security . . . " 
 
However, I am confident that will never happen.   
 
While few American patriots remain today, there are enough. 
 
Clearly you, Dr. Paul, are one of the few remaining. 
 
During my years serving with you in the United States House of Representatives, I 
developed a deep respect for you and your principles that defend liberty at every 
opportunity. 
 



 
The Honorable Ron Paul 
September 9, 2008 
Page 3 
 
 
 
I learned from your consistency and even your obstinate outlook on government.  
 
Last year, when you choose to enter into the race for the Republican presidential 
nomination, you carried with you my support and my respect despite my party 
affiliation not reflecting your own. 
 
While my support was sincere, it was unfortunately clear to me that the Republican 
Party could not accept your candidacy, as it would shatter the glass house that has 
been built around its power structure. 
 
Today's Republican Party cannot accept the irresponsibility of intervention, of 
massive federal spending, or of oppressive government regulation of our lives, our 
businesses, and our communities that have become its stock in trade. 
 
My words have been proved by the nomination of Senator John McCain.   
 
However, hope still remains during this election year. 
 
As you may recall in December 2007, as a member of the Libertarian National 
Committee, I proposed a resolution urging you to seek the nomination of the 
Libertarian Party as its presidential candidate. 
 
You declined the resolution and I respected your decision. 
 
When it became clear subsequently that you would not win the Republican 
nomination or seek a third-party or independent run, I chose to seek the Libertarian 
nomination and in May, won that nomination. 
 
My choice was made, in large measure, to keep alive the hope of preserving liberty for 
the next four years.   
 
In 1987, you made a similar decision.  That year, you wrote an open resignation letter 
to then-GOP Chairman Frank Fahrenkopf.  The letter, which contained your 
Republican membership card, stated the following: 
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I want to totally disassociate myself from the policies that have given us unprecedented deficits, 
massive monetary inflation, indiscriminate military spending, irrational and unconstitutional 
foreign policy, zooming foreign aid, the exaltation of international banking, and the attack on 
or personal liberties and privacy.   
 
After years of trying to work through the Republican Party both in and out of government, I 
have concluded that my efforts must be carried on outside the Republican Party. 
 

Ron, you were correct when you wrote that letter 21 years ago, and your words ring 
just as true today. 
 
The Republican Party cannot be changed from within.  As Benjamin Franklin stated, 
"Change can only come from one direction – outside." 
 
While I realize your personal investment within the Republican Party and your current 
attempts to change the party from within, I disagree with your strategy. 
 
Over the past year you have led a revolution for liberty that transcends party politics.  
To direct the enthusiasm, energy and loyalty of a pure movement into a party that 
respects only power, is in fact but a path to undercut if not destroy the very 
movement you have begun to harness. 
 
Better options remain that will carry a message of liberty onto the ballot in November 
and beyond. 
 
While ballot substitution is restricted for a presidential candidate and limited at this 
point in time, in many states, substitution is still permitted for vice presidential 
candidates. But time is short. 
 
As my campaign staff has proposed to you, I ask that you join the Libertarian 
presidential ticket as the vice presidential candidate. 
 
While you declined my offer to seek the Libertarian presidential nomination, many 
months ago, I ask that you seriously consider this final offer as an opportunity to 
show true, lasting leadership beyond party politics. 
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I ask that you not swiftly reject this offer but instead, inform me of your decision after 
appropriate contemplation.   
 
Regardless of your decision, I appreciate and respect your friendship and your service 
to our nation. 
 
In Liberty, 
 
 
 
Bob Barr 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


